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PREFACE

The object of this publication is to have a Con-
stitution of our own; heretofore, the Presbyterian Church
of Africa had the use of the Practice of the Free Church
of Scotland. Difficulties and exigencies peculiar to our
country demanded the puablication of this work. There-
fore. the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Africa,
which for the time being. is the highest judicatory of the
Church, at its Ordinary Meeting at Qumbu, Cape
Province, from the 12th—16th April, 1912, appointed a
Committee to draft a Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church of Africa. Alter a lapse of ten years. this Com-
mittee was angmented by an additional few members at
an Ordinary Meeting of Synod which met at Ekupumen,
Natal, on the 25th May, 1922, Since then, the Com-
mittee met at different times and places deliberating upon
the Constitution of the Church, and reported its delibera-
tions to several meetings of the Synod. The Constitufion,
as it now stands. was finally adopted by the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church of Africa, at an Adjourned
Meeting which met at Aliwal North. on 20th August,
1931. For the completion of this great and arduous
work, all thanks are due to the untiring labours of the
Committee.



CHAPTER 1.
CHURCH SESSION

Composition.

1. The Chureh Session consists of the pastor, or pastors,
and ruling elders, of 3 particulsr congregation.

Querurm.

2. Of this judicatory, two elders, i there be as many in the
congregation, with the paslor, shall be necessary to constitute a
quornm.

Moderator.

3. The pastor of the congregation, who presides at the
Church Bession, is called the Moderator of the Session; when, for
prudentia! reasons, it may appear advisable that seme other
minister should be invited to preside, the pastor, in such a cass,
may, with or without the concurrence of the Session, invite such
other minister as he or they may see mect, belonging to the sama
Preshytery, to preside in that cuse. The same espedients may be
adopied in case of the sickness or absence of the pastor,

Moderator Pro Tempore.
1. A minister acting in the room of the Moderator is de-
signated Moderutor pro temnore, angd signs the minutes as such.

Nezessity for presence of Pastor as Moderator.

5. It is expedient, at every mecting of the Session, more
especiaily when constituted for judicial business, that there be a
ipresiding minister, When, thereforz, a church is without a
mstor, the Moderator of the Church Session shall be the minister
a&;ointed for that purpose by the Presbytery, and is called
Interim Moderator and signs the minutes as such, When no
rdling elders, or only one, through the death o those who heid
tw office or otherwise, the Presbytery appoint one or more-
aglssors [rom their own body to aet as members of session, until
aMhew election of a raling elder or of ruling elders shall have
fllen pluce.

Pastor a Constitnent Member.

Any pastor of a congregation, when not acting as Moderator,

sits in the Church Session as a constituent member.

Coliegiate Charch,
In congregations where there may be two or more pastors,
the =enipr shall preside in session, the assistant with the former's
asuthority. This is called 2 Collegiate Church.

Powers of tke Mcderator.

The Moderalor may introduge any business to the Session,
an address them regarding it. He also, in common with
thMmembers, bas the rizht of dissent and complaint against
any decision, to the Presbytery, Synod, or Assembly. He has no
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deliberative vote, although, in care of an eguallty R las o easding
vote,
Pastor, the Sapremie Tezcoher.

7. In a sessional meeting swhere a vin pastor is re-
quired by our form of governmont to Le pro preside, the
pastor must decide all pointe of law and order and mus: be the
supreme ceacher of the Constituticn of the Chureh:  yot, i the
members 2f the Session. or any momber thereo!, feel agrieved hy
such rulings, teachings, interprefatisns, and dedisions, they or he
may file exceprions to be laid belore the Presbrytery to which the
pastor is responsible,

Ruling Elders,

&, This designation describes their funection as that of exer-
cising spiritunl oversight in the Church of Chriel, The nombes
ought ro be regulated by the hounds and nocessity of the people.
Thuse elders are elected for life, or unti! they coase to be mambers
of the congregation, or their resignation be accepted of, or thev .
be held and ceclered to have resigned through long absence from
sessionel rmestings, or they be depoced. Thoy muav be, and usually
are engaged in various departments of szenlar work or husinews,
The number appeinted should be suibcient, so thatl the burden o
the dulies laid upon them. sheuld not be opprossive, or interfor.
with those of iheir ordinary caliings,

Absence from Sessional Mectings,

9. 17 an elder absent himsell fram sessional meetings, for 2
period of six manths, he sha!ll be deposed from office.

Election of Ruling Elders.
(o8 10, The election of ruling elders belongs, in the Preshylerian
Church of Africa, to the members of the rcongregation in fall
eommunion.

Procedure as to Election, Ordination, and Admission
of Ruling Elders and Deacons.

11, The Church Session shall determine when it is expedient
to have an eleclion of Ruling Elders or of Deacons, and what
number is required. The Church Session must always lake such
steps as will secure that the persons chosen shall be bona fide
the choice of the majority of those communicants who take part
in the elention by voting. after due notice from the pulpit, stating
when the election shall take place, No person can be admitted
as a Ruling Elder or as 8 Deacon i{ the BSession be dissatisfied

) with his gualifications, unless iheir judgment be reversed by the
Preshytery or a higher court, when brought under review in an
orderly manner, according to the rules of the Chureh. The Church
Session also appoint a day and hour for the ordination or admis-
sion, as the case may be, and direct an edict to be issued to
that effect by the Clerk, on a convenient Sabbath, af least ten
days previously to a time specified as appointed for a meeting ol
SBession thercancnt, The minister or someone autheorised by him
shall read the edict from the pulpit. The edict contains a state-
ment of the steps which have been taken and the result, and if
any person have any objection to the life or doectrine, and con-
sequently to the ordination ov admission of the party or parties
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mentioned, that objection must be given in to the Sessivn a.
the meeiing. of which the time and place are specified, with
certification, that if no objection be then and there given in, tho
ordination or admission will be proceeded with on the day and
at the hour appointed. At the time specified in the edict, the
Church Session having met. ascertain from the minister that the
edict has been duly issued and served. The Session then direo:
the Session Officer to intimate at the door, that if there he any
objections, the Session are now prepared to hear them. If any
objections are given in, the party making an chjecticn must sub-
stantiate it Jorthwith as an ohjection o life or doctrine. I the
objection appear, in the judgement of the Session, to be sub-
stantiated, they must decline to proceed with the ordinztion or
admission and must take the party objected to upon discinling,
But if the Session find that the objections are frivolous and un-
supported by evidence. it is their duty to pruceed with  the
ordination or admission as appointed. The ordination or admis.
sion usually takes place on Sabbath in the nresence of the eon-
gregation. at the viose of one of the diets of pubiic worship,
Qualifications of Ruling Elders.

12, The qualifications required of Ruling Elders are the
following, viz—1(1) They must be in full comimunion with the
congregation. and be male members thereof: (2) Each of them
have have attained the age of twenty-onc years. (3) They must
Ppossiss more or less of all the qualifications described in the New
Testament—as need{ul for persons exercising spirituz] oversight in
the Church. (4) They must be ''tender and circumspect in their
walk, punciual in their attendance upon ordinances, and striet
in their observation of the Lord's Day, and in regutarly keeping
up the worship of God in their familties. (5; They raust be men
of good life and Godiy conversation, withoul hlame and all sus-
picion, careful for their flock, wise, and, above all things, fearing
God.” (6) They must be trained, by the Pastor, for a period of
not less than six manths, and pass examination before the Session,
being examined by the pastor, or minister in charge before ordin-
ation,

Minister as a Ruling Eilder,

13.  An ordained Minister, who, from any cause hot invalving
Church censure, is without a pastoral charge, is cligible as a
Ruling Elder in the congregation to which he belongs.

Election of Elder formerly Ordained,

4. A person fovmerly ordained to the office ol the cldership
in 8 different congregation Irom that to which he now belongs
(or in the same congregation at a previcus period, having since
ceased to belong to it, but having now returned to it), is regardad
83 retaining the status of an Elder in the Presbyterian Church of
Africa. But he can only become (ar be restored as) un Elder of
a particular congregation, or a member of its Church Session,
when he has been elected as such by the members of that con-
gregation in full communion, either at a congregational meeting,
or by wvoting papers or otherwise, according to the procedure
adopted by the Church Sescion in carrying out the general prin-
ciple that it appertaineth to the people to elect their own office-
bearers,



Duties of LElders.

15. The peculiar duties of Ruling Elders are the [ollowing,

viz -~

t1) To sit in Session along with the Pastor, and assist in the
administration of discipline, and in the spiritual govern-
ment of the Church.

(2) To take a careful oversight of the people's moruls and
religious principles, of the attendsnce upon public ordin-
ances, and of the state of personal and family religion.

{3) To wisit the sick from time to time in their several wards,
and inform the Pastor concerning the sick, the afflicted,
and the dying of the congregation.

{4} To superintend the religious instruction of the young and
agsist the pasior. or minister in ascertaining the qualifica-
tions of applicants for admission to sealing ordinances.

{5y Trn superintend and promote the foermatiom of meectings
within their wards for praver, veading of the Scriptures,
and Christian  fellowship, among the membeys of the
Chureh,

{61 To vigit {helr severa! wards ar least gnes belore Sessional

meetings, so as to give o clear report to the Session.

Session Clerk and his Dutics.

16, Bwvery Chuarch Session shzll elect one of its members
as Clevk, to regord the transactions of cach meeting, Lo engross
the same in 4 permanent vecord, and 5o take charge of all Ses-
sional papers. books, and deruments. When appointed,  the
Session Clerl:s, ought to make a solemn declaration hefore the
Session fhat he will laithfully discharge rthe duties of his office.
In the absence of the Sessian-Clerls, somenne is aprointed by the
Sessinn 2 acr ag elerk pro tempore. The fact of his appoiniment
shoutd be entered in the minutes and the minute should he
signed by him as clerk pro tempors The Session-Clerk shall
rontinue ur remain in nfice during the pleasure of the SBession,

Mode of Conveving Church Session.

17, The £ Sussron 1s fegally convencd by suthaority of
the Moderator. or. by comanand of o Superior Court. either through
public intimarizm from che pulpit. o througn persenal citalion to
all the individual members. The citazion iz held sufficient, if a
reasonable timo bhe allewed by it for the atendance of the mem-
bers;  the Modoerator shall always convene the Session when so
requested by ity iwo or morn ol the Elders. No meeting of
Chureh Session can be held at an heur when the Preshytery or
Synod of the hounds is sitting, except when so authorized by
Presbytery or Svnod.

Adjaurnment of Aleetingz.

18. It shall he discretionary with the Church Session to
make any adjcurnment from one saderunt raf Church Session)
to another. fnr the object of completing untinished husiness.

Duties of the Churrh Session,
189, The Church Sessicn is charged vith maintaining the
spiritual government of the conpregation; for which purpose. they



have power to enquire into the knowledge and Christian conduct
of the members of the Church; to call before them offenders and
witnesses, being members of their vwn congregation, and to in-
troduce olther wilnesses, where it may be necessary (o bring the
process Lo issue, and when they can be procured to attend: to
receive members into the Church; to admonish; to rebuke, to
suspend, or exclude from the sacraments those who are found
to deserve censure; 1o concert the best measures for promoting
the spiritual interests of the congregation; 1o suparvise the
Sabbath Schocl and the varipus sovieties or agencies of the
congregation; and to appoint delegates to the Presbytery and
Synod. The Sesston cannot delegate their responsibility for the
religious instruction of the children of the Church. As the whaole
spiritual affairs of the Church are committed to the Session, the
musi¢ is under Lheir control. Singing is an important part of
worship, and the choir must be subject to the Session. [t is not
discretionary with the Session to be represented in Preshytery
and Synod; it is a duty, the neglect of which is censurable.

Disjanction or Remaoval

20, The removal of a Ruling Elder or any other Church
member by letter from a Church terminates his or her official
relation or membership with thai Church.

Order of Business,
21. The usual and approved order of business in a Church
Session is as follows :—

(1) The opening prayer and constituting of the Session;

(2) the taking down of the sederunt by the clerk:

(3) the reading and approval of minutes of lasi mecting;

{4} business of immediate and peculiar urgency;

(5} matters left over at former meetings, in the order ol
thelr appearance on the minutes;

{6) new cases of discipline;

(7) other business brought before the meeting, or natorally
suggesting itself to the Session's atiention.

Record of the Session,

22. Every Session shall keep a fair record of their pro-
cecdings, which record shall be, at least once in every year, sub-
mitted to the inspection of the FPresbytery. Not only must the
facts as to the constitution and regular closing of each meeting
be correctly stated. as well as the approval of each prececding
minute, but the nares of all the members present must be re-
corded. There must be no blottings or interlinings in the record.
Il anything be deleted, it 1mnust be marked on the margin, and
any word or words omitted must be written on the margin, and
attested there by the clerk’s inkials. Any crasure of the minutes
can be made only by authority of the Presbytery, who may call
for the record at any time. Tvery niinute cught to be signed
by both the Moderator and the cleri.

Registers or Rolls.

23. Fvery Sessiuvn shall keep registers or rolls of persons
admitted to or suspended from the Lord’s Table: and of the
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deaths and other remeovals of Church memhbers.  The Swession
shall also keep a fair registere of marriages, and of baptisms, with
the times of the births of the individeals baptlized. The names
of members shall e placed upon ur removed from the rolls of
the Church only by order of the Session, These registers or rolls
shall be kept by the Pastor or Minister,

Opening and Closing of Session.

24, Every mecting of Church Session i3 both opened and
closed with prayer. The mingtes must always bear at the outset
that the Session was constituted, which means that it was con-
siituted with praver, and, at the end. that the meeting was closed
with prayer. No minute cen be entertained as valid if it does
not mention these two pzrticulars, No extract from the rminules
van be received which does not hoar that the Session was con-
stituted, and which is not certified by the Session Qlerk as having
been extracted by him from the ards nf the Church Session.

Approval of Minutes,

23, Before proccocding Lo any other business, the Session
ought, al cach meesring. to hear the minvtes of last sederunt read,
and the judgement of the SBession—approving of said minutes or
correcting them. ought to he recorded. The approval or correci-
jing of Lhe minutes does not imply any power to alter +the
res gestac of the former meeting. The only question is, the correct-
ness of the minutes, as a true acenunt of what wae done.

Session not an Open Meeting.

26. The Session may hold open mectings if they see special
cause, and they sre specially authorized to invite the Doacons
to bhe presont at any meatings, [or the sabic of their advice and
assistance; although in such & casze, the Deacons huave no vote,

Refation fo the Pestlor.

27. The Church Session do not stand to the Pastor or
Minister in the relation of his spiritual rulers, He is not respon-
sible 1o the Church Session for the discharge of his own function:,
although, if he seem to negiect these, or o encroach wpon ths
Session's [unciions, they can petivon the Preshytery against his
orncedure,

Lse of Chureh Building,

28, The place of worship is at the disposal of Pastor or
Minister for the cpiritual purposes cf hkis office, but he cannot
use it, or allow it to be used, for any purpose which is not of u
strictly religious, ecclesiastical, or charitable nature, without the
consent ol the Teacons’ Court. On the other hand, neither the
Church Session nor the Deacons’ Court tan employ H For anvy
purpose whatever without the Pastar's or Minister's consent.

Election of a Precentor.

29, No one can act as a precentor without the Pastor or
Minister heing satisfied with his or her qualifications and con-
duct, and with his mode of conducting the psalmody, since Lhe
Pastor or Minister is specially responsible to the Presbytery for
the mode in which all the parts of public worship are condunted.



Roll of Session.

30, The Church Session ought to keep a roll of theix: mem-
bers, and on each occasion of change in their membership, this
roll nught to be revised and inserted in the minute

Roll of Communicants,

31. With a view to the spiritsal oversight of a congregation
by a Church Session, it is necessary that an accurate roll of the
members in full communion be kept by the Session Clerk among
the Bessional documents. A copy of this roll, revised by the
Church Session, and signed by the Moderator and Clork, mnsk
be sent to the Preshytery of the bounds, every year for attestation.
In ihis copy of the roll sent to the Presbyiery, there ought to be
nu blanks, in which new names could be added, 2nd ne names
writlen on crasures, unless the same be {iuTy notteed and attested
by the Clerk’s initials. The Church Sessivn may revise oy purgs
the Rol at any period; but it is usual to do so at the time of
the dispensation of the Lord's Supper. It is regarded as neces-
sary that the roll be so far revised or purged previously to every
such dispensation, as to enable the Church Session to asceriain
with accuracy who are entitled Lo be admitted to communion, as
being already members of the congregation, or who may stand in
need of admonition or other censure. It is frequently the practics,
also, to re-adjust the roll immediately after the celebration of the
communion, in order to make snre that the names of all persons
are added to il, who nat having been members of the congrega-
tion previously. have been aflowed to communicate with it as
members at that celebration, after satisfving the Pastor and
Session with respect to their qualifications, It is cxpressly re-
quired that, beforc any steps be taken in the election of a Pastor,
the Church Session shail have s Rol' of communirants =ade up
and attested, as containing the only 1=t of thase entitled to vote.

No Power over anoiher Session.

32, One Church Bession cannct interfere with or review the
procedure of another Church Session. One Church Session may
remonsirate with another Churech Session in the spirit of tha
Gospel, or mutual explanations may be asked and given. The
only regular mode of redress {or encroachmeni by one Church
Sessiun on the provinece of anuther, is for the Chuwrch Sossion
who fee! that their jurisdiction has heen interfered with, to
petition the Presbytery upun the subject. Such petition ought to
be addressed to that Presbytery which has jurisdiction over the
Church Session whose procedure is vomplained of.

Hegulation of Action for Elders Individually

33. Each Ruling Elder is allowed to exercise a large measurc
of discretion in the discharge of his functions individually, with
& view to the religicus and moral interests of the people AMONg
whom he personally labours. But it ie the duty and function of
the Church Session collectively to make arrangements for the
division of the congregation intlo distriets, and the assignment of
these as fields of labour to the Ruling Elders individually.
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No Power to Regulaie or Beview Peacons’ Decisions.

34, It does not lie with the Church Session Lo arrange in
detail the duties of the Deacons individually, or to control their
judgement as to the manner of discharging these., It is no part
of the Church Session’s function to review the decisions of the
Deacons' Court. If the Church Session consider that the Deacons'
Court have violated the Acts of Assembly or the Laws of the
Church, the only remedy, besides friendly remenstrance to which
the Church Sesgsion can have recourse, is that of presenting o2
petition to the Presbytery.

Functions as to Resignations, ete., of Elders and Deacons.

45, It is the function of the Church Session to receive the
resignations both of Elders and Deacons. No resignation of office
by a Deacon is valid unless addressed to the Church Session, who
excreise the same power with relerencz to Deacons which they
do as Lo Elders, both in their admission to office, and in their
removai from it. The Church Session may Iind that an Elder
has ceased to be one ol their number, or that & Deacon kas
ceased to be a member of the Deacons' Court, hecause he has
ceased to be 2 member of Lhe congregation. Tt is held compeient
far a Church Session to find that an Elder has ceased te he one
of their number, because he is not resident in the Circuit, and
has failed to return, within a period of twelve months, to discharge
the duties of his office. The Church Session have power, in the
exercise of discipline, to pronounce sentence of suspension or
deposition against either an Elder or o Deacon, when they find it
necessary to da so, in accordance with the word of Ged, and with
the rules of the Church.

Session Cannot Deny Right of Petition and Complaint.

36. The Church Session shall not deny the right of petition
or of complaint to any member or members of the Church in any
matter of whatsoever nature, if it he prosecuted in due form
and order.

A Suspended Member Joining Another Church,

47, I a suspended member should unite with  another
Church on profession of faith, the Session admitting him or ber
being ignorant of his or her former membership and suspension,
should, upon discovery of these facts after conference with the
accused persan, strike his or her name from their roli of Church
membership, as not under their jurisdiction, communicate their
action to the SBession suspending him or her. with reasons for it,
and request said Session to proceed against him or her. on scparate
process, for duplicity and disorder.

Session Have No Control Over Deacons’ Court Funds.,

38, The Church Session have no control whatsoever over
the funds ¢ollected and in the hands of the Deacons of the Church
or of the Deacons’ Court. The management of this fund belongs
exclusively to the Deacons' Court.

Mode oi Constiluling a Session in a New Congregation.
39, When a new congregation has been formed, and when
the charge of it has been duly sanctioned as a full ministerial
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charge with all congregationpl privileges, the right to have a
separate Church Session is thereby acquired. With a view to
constituting one, it is the duty of the Preshytery to name certain
members of their own body to act as a Chuich Session in that
congregation, until at least two Elders shall have been clected
by the communicants, and duly admitted to their office.

Right of a Member tn Petition the Church Session,

10, Any member or members of the congregation shall have
a right to petition the Church Session enncerning any matter of
interest to him or them. The petition shall always be in writing,
and may be addressed cither to the Moderator or Clerk of the
Church Session. The BSession shall always handle the said
petition in a worthy and respectable way, and the petition must
be legibly written and worded in a respectable manner,

Rights and Dutics of Chuerch Members,

41, Members of the Church o constituted, male and fem- ",
in full communion and m good and regular standing, and e
only, are entitled to participate and vote in all meetings for the
transaction of business, temporal and spiritusl, pertaining to the
interest and welfare of such Church.

(1) Every member of the Church has the right to lax his
grievances before the Session for redress; to appenl! [vom
the decision of the Session in his or her case. or to com-
plain to the Prasbytery, against the executive couire of
action of the Session in any case. No member nf 'ie
Church ran be deprived of the afuresaid rights, but " -
regular triul and convictinn by ithe Session.

{2y When any member ol the Church shall be cited for trial
before the Session, he or she must have due notice fat
least ten days before the appointed time) from the Session,
of the nature of the charge or complaint to be latd against
him or her with the specifications and the names of the
withesses to be produccd against him or her, and the time
and place of meeting.

(3) When any member of the Church is s0 notified to appear
for trial, and does not appear at the time, on the ground
ol his or her inability or incompetency to corduct his or
her own case, the case shall wait for him or her.

K(‘i) When any member of the Church shall have cause of
complaint against an individual Pastor or Minister, he or
she shall not bring the cuse hefore the Session, but before
the Presbytery, his court of trial after acquainting the
said Pastor or Minister of such complaint.

Admission to Ordinances.

42, No one can be admitted to the privilege of baptism or
the Lord’s Supper, in any congregation of the Preshyterian Church
of Alrica, without satisfying the Church Session of that cengrega-
tion that he or she is qualified for admission to these privileges,
in so far as man is called upon to judge, in the inicrpretation of
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Scriptural rules, The Church Session are eutitled and celled
upon to insist upon three gqualifications, viz:—

(1) A confession cf faith in accordance with the word of God
and the standards of the Church; :

(2 a life and convarsation becoming the Gospel, in so far as
can be outwardly seen;

{3) a competent knowledge of religious truth, and of the
nature and meaning of Christian ordinances.

Qualifications for Admission.

43. The recognized methods by which the Church Session
satisly themselves as to the possession of these qualifications are
two—that of cortificate, and that of examination and observation.
Persons who claim admission to the use of the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, on the ground of their having
been previously tn communion with other congregations, must
produce sutisfactery cerlificates frora the Church Sessions of the
vongregation. to the effect that the pavties named leave their
respective congregations in full communion, and free from all
ground of legitimate Church censure known to those Church
Sessicns. YUpno the reccipt of any such certificate, it is the duty
of the Church Session to appoint the nams of the party whom
it concerns to be added to (he roll, The Church Scssicn is bound
on the other hand to grant such a certilicate when asked for hy
any person in [l communion with their tongregation, and against
whom no lepitimate ground of Chwreh censure van be aileged.
An authentin intimation [rorn a Pastor, Minizter or Eider, that o
person iv in fuli membership with the congregaticon in which thav
Pustor, or Minister. or Elder offisisses, i5 sometimes allswed o
gstand A~ snflleicnt ground for ~he temporary or oceasinnal zrimis-
sien of the persorn to communion in ancther conpgredgotion.  But.
in this case. the person's name is not added to the one roll, nov
removed from the other.

Duties of Pestor and Elders in Jodging ol Qualifications.

24, Persons. who ask for admission to the privilege of Bep-
tism or the Lord's Supper. without having boen provieusly in Jfall
communion with any congregation, ere subject to the examination
end ohservation of the Chureh Sessinon with respec: to their guali-
fications.  Withont any inquisitorial miuutensse, their outward
conduct may be judged of throuzh the ohservation of the Pastor
or Minister, or one or more of the Ruling Elders. T there ke
nothing in what is thus seen decidedly inconsistent with their pro-
fession, and fitted 1o subject the parties to Church censure. and
if no charge against them be brought belore the Session, it is no*
competent for the Session to reject them merely on accoun: of
what the Pastor or Minister or any Elder may conceive to he the
state of their minds. unless their profession or thelr knowledge
bhe defective. It is usual for the Pastor or Minister to take the
principal charge of exemining the applicants with respeet to theiv
profession and their knowledge. The Elders, however, are ca-
titled and called upon to give their help in this department. in
so far s thelr doing so may ssem necessary or useful. . upon
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the recommendation of the Pastor or Minister or otherwise, the
Church Session are satisfied with the gualifications of the appli-
cants, in that case, and in that case only, they are called upon
to admit them 1o the use of ceiling ordinances, and to appoint
the addition of their names to the roll. It is the approved practice
for the Pastor or Minister, in dealing with applicants lor admis-
sion, in his character as Moderator of Secssion, not only to ascer-
tain the oxistence of the gualifications of which the Session nre
entitled to judge, but to exhort the applicants with respoct to all
the more hidden qualifications which the Word of God requires,
and of which they themselves alone can judge. 1t 15 held to he
kis part. as a faithful Pastor or Minister, to leave nothing unsaid
which may help the anxious and sincere, or may strike the con-
science of the careless or the unrightecus. It is part of the
Ruling Elders also to help in this department, as they mav sec
Cause.
Exercise of Discipline,

40, A specially important function of the Church Session,
iz the exercise of discipline, This funciion bulongs to the Church
Session axclusively in the first instance, with resperct to all mem-
bers and adherents of their congregation, except the Pastor or
Minister, who is specially subjeet to the immediate jurisdintion
of the Preshyterv.

Petition to a Chureh Session,

46. Any member of the congregation, or any person con-
nected with it. may present & petition to the Church Session
regarding any matter which affects his or her spiritual interest.
or the spiritual interests of the conpregation, or the interests of
the Gospel in the loeality. and which asks {or any proceedurc
within the competency of the Church Session. If such a petition
be worded in a manner bocoming the profession ol the Gospel,
the Church Session ought to consider it, and to come fo such
competent determination regarding it as they may judge for
edification. By their petition, ¥ competent petitioners become
parties at the bar of the Church Session, and have consequently
the right of appeal as varties to the Presbytery or Assemily.

Congregational Meetings.

47, The Church Session shall have authority to convene a
congregational meeting lor the election of a Pastor, or Elders or
Dercons. or ior the transaction of business pertaining to the
spiritual interests of the Church, It shall be the duty of the
Session, to convene a congregational meeting, when g majority
of the persous entitled to vote in the case, shall by petition,
addressed to the Pastor or Minister and regularly signed by
petitioners, reqguest that a mecting may be called. When a con-
gregational meeting is held for the clection of a Pastor, a Minister
of the Presbytery to which the Church belongs must preside, tho
minority, feeling aggrieved or believing their rights infringed. or
believing that the actions of the majority are contrary lo the
government of the Church, or to the peace and wellfare of thr
congregation, may complain to the Session, and from the Session,
they may bring the matter to the Preshyiery by complaint,
petition, or appeal. In case of a suppnsed default of proper action
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or the neglect or refusal ¢f duty on the part of ihe Session, it is
the right of the minority to demand the propor action in wiiling,
properly signed by petitioners or eomplainers, and directed to tne
Session; and in case the Session siill neglect or refuse to perform
their duty, this will be 4 cause for complaint to the Freshotesy
which will be agninst the Sesslon, A minorily may not eosplain
or appeal from the aclion of 4 congregational meeting directly to
the Preshyvtery, but must first seek redress from the Session,
This does not debar the right of petilion. In a congregationz!
meeting, whoere a Pastor or Minister is required by our form of
guvernment 1o preside, the Pastor or Minister must decide all
points of law and order; an appeal may not be taken to  the
congregation from any of his rulings or deeisions. H the con-
gregation, or any member thereof, feel agyrieved by sach rulings
or decisions, il or he may fle exceptions, *o be laid befare the
Preshytery to which he (the Pastor or Miniiier) is responsible. A
Church member in good standing cannot be debarred {rom voting
by a vote of the congregation. No vote of the congregation of «
Presbyterian Church of Africa can affect the righis of 2 member
as such; all such power is vested in the Session. A congregation
with the concurrence of the Session, may refer any matter of
diffculty to the Preshytery lor thelr advice or final decision. No
congregational meeting can be held when the Pastor or Minister
is not present except with his concurrence. No one who does not
contribute his or her due share to the support of the Pastor or
Minister and 1o the spreading of the word of God, or who is in
arrears cencerning such support, shall have any voice or vote
in the ecclasiastical affairs of the congregation. The Church
Sessinn shall be the only body to deprive him or her of this
right after due consultation. When a congregational meeting has
heen assembled the roll of active members, le. those who are
entitled to deliberate and vote, shall be read, if the convening
judicatory so desires. The records of a congregational meeling
shall he embodied with those of the convening judicatory., and
the clerk of the convening judicatory shall act as the clerk in a
congregational meeting. All old records should be sent to the
Presbytery for transmission to the Custodian,

Local Evangelists under the direction of the Session,

48, It shall be lawful for ench Scssion, after proper cxamina-
tion as to his piety, knowledge of the Scriptures, and ability to
teach, to employ, as a local Evanglist, any male member of the
Church, who, in the judgement of the Session. is gqualified ta
teach the Gospel publicly, and who is willing to engage in such
service under the direction of the Session. No one. however,
shall be employed as an Evangelist, il the Pastor or Minister is
not satisfrted with his character and gualifications, The local
Evangelist shall he paid from the fund of the Deacon's Court, and
the amount of his salary shull be fixed by the Deacon's Court.
He shall present a report of his work to the Session at least
twice a vear, and the Session, may, at any time. dispense with
his services, with the coneurrence of the Pastor ar Minister:
provided due notice has been given, of a month or guarter accord-
ing to the way he is paid. Anpy difficulty, arising from the opera-
tion of ihis section between the parties concerrned. shall  be
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settled by the Presbviery, on a complaint o appeal regulariv
brought by either party. The Evangeist shall deliberate and voie
in the Session and Deacon's Court if he is an ordzined Elder of
" the Church. He must deal or communicate with the Pastor or
Minister, concerning the afiairs of the congregation.

SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER L

THE DEACONS' COURT.

Compesitton of Memebership.

1. The Pastor or Pastors of each congregation, along with
ithe Ruling Elders and the Deacons, constitute a distinct and
separate meeting, which is called the Deacons' Court,

Specialty of the Deacon's Oflice,

2. The name of Deacon is understood to describe exclusively
the function of administering the ternporal affairs eof 2 con-
gregation. Since the Presbyterian doetrine is, that the higher
office Seripturally includes the lower, the Pastor and Ruling
Elders are, therefore, not excluded from the exercise of that
function. The specialty of the Deacons' office is, that it embraces
of itsclf, no other function, and that it binds its possessor to do
what he can, to prevent the ministry of the Weord, or the work
of the Eldership, from being hindered by the burden of temparal
matters. No other rule can be laid down as to the number of
Deacons in each congregation than that it ought to be in propor-
tion to the size and position of the congregation.

Duration of Office.

3. Deacons are clected for life, or until they cease to he
members of the congregation, or their resignation be accepted of,
or they be held and declared to have resigned through long
sbsence from meetings of the Deacons' Court, or they be deposed.

Election of Deacons.

4. The election of Deacons belongs to the members of the
congregation in full communion, The case of a person having
formerly held the office of Deacon in another congregation (or
even in the same congregation), is dealt with in the sgme manner
as that followed in the corresponding case of a Ruling Elder.

Qualificationg, .
5. The qualifications required of Deacons are the follow-
ings, viz :(—

(1) They must be in full communion with the cangregation.
and be male members of at least 21 years of rge.

(2) They must be of 'honest report,” having an outward waik
and conversation consistent with the profession of spiritual
enlightenment and spiritual feeling, and all other qualifica-
tiohs required in the New Testament for such officers.
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Meetings.

6. The Deacons' Court cught to meet monthly or quarteriy,
as the case mey be, according to the circumstarces of each con-
gregation, with a view to the adequalc oversight of the organisa-
tion for the in gathering of the Pastor's or Minister's stipend. The
question as to the frequency of meetings must depend, in some
measure, on the peculiar circumstances of a congregation, The
ordinary business of the Deacons' Court cannot he transacted on
the Lord’s Day, excopt in extracrdinary or unaveoidable cases.
The Deacon's Court with the Pastor’s sanction may convene a
congregational meeting for matiers pertaining to the temporai
affuirs of the congregation.

Mode of Convening the Deacons' Court.

7. The Deacons' Court is convened by citation from tha
pulpit, or by a personal notice to the members, It is called by
the anithority of the Pastor or Minister or at the reguoest of any
thres meirnbers, said reqguisition being addressed to the Pastor
or Minister, or in time of a vacancy in the pastoral charge, to the
clerk of the Court, With reference to the question of an adjourn-
mert from one sederunt to another, the same principle zpplics
which haz been stated respecting the adjournment of & meeting
of a Church Session. MNo meeting of a2 Deacons’ Court can be held
at an hour when the Presbytery of the bounds, Synad, or Assembly
is sitting, except by permission of the convening judicatory.

Moderatorship,
%, The Pasior or Minister is the Moderaior of the Deacons'
Court when he is present. In his absence, he may depute some-
ane, or any other member of the Court may be chosen to preside.

Quorum,

0. The quorum of the Deacon’s Court is the sarie as thal of
the Church Session. except that the presence of the Pastor or
Minister as one of the quorum is not necessary. The powers of
the Moderator of this Court are the same ns thnse of the Sessionai
Moderater.

Treasurers and a {lerk,

10. The Deaccn’s Court appoint one nr more treasursrs and
a clerk from their own members, The treasurer takes charge of
those congregational [unds which are applicnble to loecal pui-
poses. The treasurer is required lo give a monthly or guarterly
report of the seid fund 1o the Deacon's Court. The clerk is
required to keep a separate record for the Minister of their pro-
ceedings, and to take charge of such of their papers, bocks, and
documents s are not entrusted to the custody of a treasurer,

Rules of Dearons' Conrt.

11, Tka rvles for the opening and closing, order of business,
axiraceg, minutee, etel, of the Deacong' Conrvl, ave mutatis mutandis
the same as *hose of the Chitreh Session, The mectings of the
Deacons' Court zre not usually open to the puRlic, or even tn the
rangregasien, but the Deacons’ Courl wiwy heid open maoctings if
they see special cauvse,
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Powers and Functions of the Deacons” Court,

12. The Deacons' Court have the management and charge
of the whole property belonging to the congregation, or held lor
the congregation’s use by the trustees appointed by the General
Assembly. They have also the management and charge of all
the congregation’s secular affairs. They are called io receive the
contributions of the congregation or its members for the objects
sanctioned or allowed by the General Assembly: to make sach
arrangements for the ingathering of these contributions as it is
required to make by the instructions of the Assembly; and to
dispose of the funds raised in accordance with those instructions.
The distribution of all the congregational funds is suhject to the
regulation af th¢ Deacons’ Court, in the exercise of their allowed
discretion, or in ohedience to the Presbytery, Synod, or General
Assembly. The duty of attending to the temporal affairs of poor
persons, connected with the congregation and to the education
of their children, is specially assigned to the Deacons' Court.

The Power to Sue,

14. The Deacons' Court, as the local trustees, in local mat-
ters of the Circuit, pertaining to the property of the Church, shall
always have full power and liberty to prosecute or sue, raise,
and follow forth, whatsoever action, suit, or proceeding, they may
think proper, in whatever court, or courts, of law or justice, {or
the purpose, or with the intent and object, of excluding any
party or parties whuatsoever, from all or any use, possession,
occupation, or enjoyment of the building or place of worship,
or manses, erected or 1o be erected, bought or to be bought,
or acquired or to bc acquired in any way, as said is, or any part
thereof, or gencrally of the subjects hereby disponed, or any
part thercof.

Collectors.

14, A Deacon may, with the Deacons’ Court sanclion, appoint
collectors to assist him where it is necessary, and the Deacons'
Court may appoint collectors who are not Deacons, for districts
or places which have not been placed under Deacons.

Minisier's Support Fund,

15. Each member of the congregation sball contribute not
less than two shillings a quarier towards the support of the
Pastor or Minister, The Deacons’ Court, may, from time to time,
raise the said amount, according to circumstances, in order to
praovide a sufficient support for the Minister. The maoney raised
for the support of the Minister shall be known as the Minister’s
Suppert Fund. Candidates [or membership shall contribute not
less than one shilling a quarter towards the Minister's support.
Adherents shull alsc be encouraged 1o contribute something to-
wards the said support.

No Power of Discipline.

16, The Deacons’ Court have no power to exercise any kind
of spiritual rule, therefore, they have no power of discipline even
over their own members.
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Roll of Court,

17. After each change in the membership of the Deacons'
Clourt, a Revised Roll of the members ought to be recorded in
the minute.

Loecal Trustees,

18. The Deacons’ Court shall be the local trustees to keep
a]l such Church properties that cannot be removed from a con-
gregation since they are in use there; and as such, they have
the power to sue as set forth in Section 13 hereof.

Deacons' Court and Place of Worship.

19. 'The Deacons' Court are not entitled to give the use of
the place of worship or of the other ecclesiastical buildings helong-
ing to the congregation, for any vpurpose whatever, without the
consent of the Minister. They are not entitled to withhold the
use of those buildings for meetings of a strictly religious, ecelesias-
tical, or charitable nature, which have the sanction of the
Minisier. But no one of those buildings can be made use of,
either by the Minister or by any other party, for any meeting
which is not strictly of s religious, ecclesiastical, or charitable
nature, without the consent of the Dencons' Court.

Repair of Buildings.

20, It is the duty of the Deacons’ Court to sece that the

place of worship and other ecclesiastical buildings are kept in

good condition and repair, and to take steps for raising the funds
that are needful for the purpose.

Elder as Deaceon.
1. It iz allgwnable for 2 Ruling Elder to acl as the Dencon
of a district or place when there is no Deacon in the said district
or place.

Sabbath Collections.

22, Both Ruling Elders and Deacons may receive the Sab-
bath collections of the people, accarding to such arrungement as
mav bhe made by the Deacons’ Court.

Minister’s Stipend.

23, It shall be the duty of the Descons' Court, after the
manies from their collectors have all been laid or placed on the
table, to pay first of all, the Minister's stipend, before any of thz
monics can be applied to religious, ecclesiastical, educational, or
benevolent objects. After determining the question of the
Minister's stipend, it s the duty of the Deucons' Court, when
there is necessity. to apply the remainder of the congregational
funds, in Atting proporticns, to religious, ecolesiastical, edvea-
tional, or benevolent obhjects, whenever funds are awvailable, The
remainder of the congregational funds shall he given to the
treasurer of the Deacons’ Court for safe keeping. Each Deacons’
Court shall veport quarterly, in writing, signed hy the Moderainr
and clerk of the Deucons' Court, to the treasurcr of the Preshyrery
of the bounds, as to how the Minister is paid, whether any
deficit or not; the said treasurer of the Presbytery slall lay on
the table of the Presbytery ensuing, the said Deacons' Court's
reports, with any recommendations he deems ne-cssary.
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Minister's ' Allowance.

24. Financial’ allowance shall be made by ecach Deacons’
Court, monthly or quarterly, 1o cover the expenses imourred Ly
the Minister in travelling by train or otherwise discharging the
duties of his office within the circuit, and for cortespondence in
behalf of circuit affairs. The Minister, shall, monthly or quar-
terly, lay or place before the Deacons’ Court all his eupenses
incurred when discharging bis official duties, aund the Teacons’
Court is required to pay all such expenses.

Dissenis.

45, Any member of 8 Deacons’ Court may enter his dissent
{rom any part of their proceedure of which he disapproves. And
his dissent must be dealt with in the same manner, as a simple
dissent is dealt with hy a Church Session.

Petition to Presbhytery.

26, Any member of a congregation ar of the Church Session,
or Deacons’ Court, may petition the Presbytery against the pro-
ceedure of the Deacons' Court on the ground of excess of power
or of disregard to acts of the General Assembly. It is competent
wiso for the Preshytery to find that the Deacons’ Court have cx-
ceeded their power or disregarded the acts of the Assembly, upon
the periodical examination of the record. The Presbytery may in
either of these cases, require the procedure to he altered, or
censure the Deancons' Court, according to the nature of the case.
The Deacons’ Court muoy appeal to the superior courts; so also
may the petilioners against the Deacons' Court's procedure,
when the Presbylery reject their petition.

Annual Production of Becord and Ayditing of Accounts,

27. 1t is required that the Record of the Deacons' Court
with the Treasurer’s account of receipt and expenditure, after
said accounts shall have been duly audited by appointmeni of
the Court, shall be annually exhibited to the Preshytery of the
bounds, for the purpose of being examined and attested by the
Proshytery,

No Power of Regular Complaint or Appeal,

28. 'There is no right of regular appeal or complaint to the
Church Bession or to any of Lthe Superior Church Courts, against
& decision of the Deavons’ Court. Their delerminations are final,
when they keep within their province, and chey the acts of the
General Assembly,

Beadle, Doorkeeper, ctc.

29. It belongs exclusively to the Deacons’ Court to appoint
and dismiss a Beadle or Church Officer, to whom is intrusted the
immediate care of the place of worship; it alse les wilh them
to appoint and dismiss ithe doorkeepers and any other parties
employed in ministering to the comfort of the congregation when
assembled,
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Financial Report oi {he Congregation,

30. ‘The Minisier of the congregation shall, annually give n
filnancial report of the congregation. to a congregational meeting
assembled for this purposse, " called either hy bhim or by the
Deacons' Court. On a fixed day, the congregation being assembled
together, he shall read out the names of the members and their
coniributions to the Minister's stirend and to the Synodical dues.
After this report, the members of the Deacons' Court may make
some remarks encouraging the people to [ulfil their duty towards
the support of the Minister and Synodical dues.

Peculiar Duties of Deacons.
31. The peculiar duties of Deacons are these -

{1} To give special regard to the whole secular afairs of the
congregation:

(2) to attend to the gathering of the people’s contributions

to the genera! fund for the sustentation of the Minister,
and to receive the donations which may be made for
other ecclesiastical purposes;

(3} to attend to the congregational poor, and to watch over
the education of the children of the poor.

The Right of the Deacons' Court.

32. It shall be the duty of the Deacons Court to debar any
deposed or suspended party or parties, or any other party or
parties having no connection with the Church, from the use,
possession, enjoyment and occupation, of Church property. and,
for this purpose, or with the intent and object, of excluding or
preventing the said party or parties. from all or any use, posses-
sion, occupafion, or enjoyment, of Church property, they have
full powers and liberty to raise, prosecule, and follow forth,
whatever action, suit, or proceeding, they may think proper, in
whatever court, or courts of law or justice,

Deacons’ Court Records.

33. 0ld or finished records of the Deacons’ Court shall be
sent to the Presbvtery of the bounds for transmission to the
Custedian.



CHAPTER il
THE PRESBYTERY.

Preliminary Principle.

1. As the Church is divided into many scparate congrega-
tions, these need mutual counsel and assistance, so that, they
may preserve soundness of doctrine, regularity of discipline. and
to enter into common meusures for promoting knowledge and
religion, and for preventing unbelief, error, and immorality. Henee
arise the importance and usefulness of presbyterial and synodicul
assemblies,

Membership,

2. A Presbytery consists of all the ordained Ministers of
congregations, in number not less than three, and onec ruling
elder from each congregation, within a delined district.

Representation in Presbytery.

3. Every congregation, which has a Pastor or Minister, has
a right to be represented by one elder; and every collegiate
Church by two or more elders, in preportion to the number of
its Pastors or Ministers.

Function as to Applications for Assistant Paslors.

4. It lies with the Presbytery within whose jurisdiction a
pastoral charge is situated, to receive, in the first instance, any
representation for the calling of an assistant Pastor to the
Pastor of that charge. Such a representation may be based either
upon the purtial inability of the Pastor 1o discharge, through age
or infirmity, or both; or upon special considerations connected
with the character and circumstances of the charge. It must
proceed {rom the congregation, with conscnt of the Pastor himsell.
Competent evidence must accompany the rtepresentation, wiih
respect Lo the alleged grounds of it. For example, if the ground
be the state of the Pastor’s health and strength, soflicient medieal
testimony mus! be produced. When all the material for judge-
ment in any such case have been [ully set before the Presbyiery,
and parties have been rcgularly heard on the subject st the bar,
the Presbytery arc called upon to give a deliverance with respent
to the suitablencss, practicability, and desireableness of the pro-
posed calling, viewed in connection with the pecuniary and other
arrangements by which the congregation and the Pastor wish (o
have it accompanied. All these arrangements must be taken into
very careful consideration in coming to a judgement.

Assembly's Sanclion Necessary.

5. The Fresbytery cannot give cffect to their own judge-
ment with reference to allowing a congregation the liberty of
calling an assistant to its Pastor; the sanction or approval af
the General Assembly, is necessary to give effect to the judge-
ment of the Presbytery. Therefore, it is needful that representa-
tions and requests {rom the congregation be brought ta the
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Presbytery in time to enable them to dispose of the matter, with
a view to having the application and all needful documents trany-
mitted to the Genceral Assembly,

Sanction of Agreement hetween Pariies,

6.  Alter the General Assembly has granted lcave to a cop-
grigation to call an assistant o its Pastor, and before the actual
calling and induction of one, an agreement may be necessary.
if not already made, between the parties, viz:—the Pastor, the
Session, the Dercons’ Court, and the congregation, with respect to
the stipend of the assistant, and te the share which the assistant
Pustor shall eccupy in the duties and privileges of the pastorate.
This agreement must be competently sanctioned by the Presbytery,
and recorded in their minutes. Such agreement, if intimated to
the person elected as assistant Pastor, before he has accepted
of the call, may be held binding upon him as well as upon the
other parties. In all cases 1n which no specital agreement has
been made between the parties hefore the settlement of an
Assistant Pastor, it shall always be understood that the Assistant
Puastar shall be subicct to the authority of the Senior Pastor.

Procedure by Preshyiery.

7. The course of procedure by the Presbytery, with reference
to ordination and induction, or the induclion alone of an assis-
tant Minister, is the same with that already delailed in the case
of a vacant charge.

Vacant Congregatton.

8. Every congrepation which is vacant for the time being,
and which i¢ repularily organised, shall be cntitled to be repre-
sented by a Ruling Pastor in the Preshytery.

Commission for Elders.

9. Every Elder of the Preshvtery, shall show a certilicate
of his being regularily appeinied by the Churech Session which
he represents.

Quorum,

0. Any two Ministers and as many EKlders, .a5 may be
prezent belonging to the Presbytery, having met at the time and
place appointed. shall be a quorum, compelent to procced to
business.

FPower of Presbytery.

11, The Fresbytery has powers to receive and issue all
appeals, complaints, and references, that may be brought before
it regularly from Church Sessions;, to examine and licence candi-
dutes for the ministry;  to ordain, subject to the Assembly's
approval, install, remove, and judge ministers; to examine and
npprove or censure the records of Descons' Courls and Church
Sessions; to resolve questions of doctrine and discipling; in
condemn crroncous doctrines which injure the purily or peacc
of the Church;  to visit Churches, Zcr the purpose of inquiring into
their state, und redressing the evils that may have arisen in them:
to unite or divide congregatinns; to form or receive new con-
gregations, and, in general, to order whatever pertalns to tho
spiritual welfare of the Churches under their care.
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Preshytery Lo Attest all Records.

12, The BSession and Deacons' Courts' records, commutiinn
rolls, rolt of suspended members, marringe and baptismal registers,
cte. must, alter examination by 8 committee of the Preshytery,
and after the said Committee has reported, remarks having been
made by the Presbytery on such report, be attested hy the FPres-
byterw itself with the signatures of the Moderator and Clerk 1
the Presbytery., These rolls and registers should be brught ba
the Deacons' Court and kept safely by the Minister; they are
the property of the Deacons' Court.

Record of Presbytery.

13. It shall be the duty of the Presbytery to keep a full and
fair record of ity proceedings, and to report to the Synod, every
vear, licensures, ordinations, the receiving or dismissing of min-
ister, the removal of members by death, the union or division of
congregations, or the formation of new ones, and, in general, all
the important changes which may have talten place within their
bounds in the course of the year.

‘Collections Appoinied by Assembly,

14, Ir is the duty of Presbyteries to observe carefully all
those instruetions of the General Assembly which are consistent
with the Constitution of the Church, respecting the various col-
lections and operations appointed or instituted by that Assembly,
and cerried out by means of its committecs or otherwise for the
furtherence ol the Gospel, or for the welfare of the Church. With
the view ol adequately performing this duty, each Presbytery
ought to give a respectful and earnest consideration to every
recommendation or intimation made to it by any one of the
Assemnbly’s committess,

Special Diets of Worship, Collectiuns, ete.

15. The Preshytery has inherently the power of appointing
special diets of warship te be hald; special fast-days and speeia!
davs of thanksgiving ts be observed; and spacial collections for
particular cbjects to be made, in all the congregations under iis
jurisdiction. But this power requires to be execrciscd with great
discretion and abstinance. partly for the sake of avoiding
undue mterference with the judgment of Church Sessions ana
Deacans' Courts, faunded unen local knowledge, and partiy {rown
the relation of the Preshytery to the Superior Courts, and the-
arrangements of the General Assembly. Nevertheless. the Pres-
hvtery ig enlitled, both by tha inherent character of its relation
to the several congregations within its bounds. and by long estab-
lished practice, to raguire = reasonable amount of contribution
[rom each of thesc conzregar . or from each Duazuons Court,
towards the necessary presbyterial nupenses.

Whien Prozbyoery shall Meci,

16, The Presbytery =nall meet at its own adjournment, and
when an emergency shall require a meecting sooner than the
time 1o which it stands adjourned, the Moderator, or. in case of
his absence, or inability to act, the Clerk, shall. at the request ol
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two Ministers, and three Elders, the Elders being of different
congregations, call a special meeting, TFor this purpose, he shall
send a circular letter, specifying the particular business of the
intended mecting, to every Minister of the Presbytery, and to the
Session of every vacant congregation in due time previous to the
mecting, which shall not be Jess than ten days, and no business
shall be transacted at sach special meeling besides the particular
business for which the court has been thus convened. If a par-
ticular time and place be specified in the application for o
Pro re nata meeting of the Presbytery, the Moderator, on such
application is not competent to call a meeting at a different time
and place.
Sermon,

17. At every meeting of the Presbytery a sermon shall be
preached, if convenient, by the Moderator or, at his request, by
some other Minister; or, in his absence or inability to act, by
the ex-Maderator, or one of the clerks, or some other Minister;
and every particular session shall be opened and closed with
prayer.

Corresponding Members.

18. Ministers in good sianding in other Preshyteries or in
any sister (evangelical) Churches, who may happen to be pre-
sent, may sit with the Preshytery as corresponding members.
Buch Ministers shall be entitled to deliberate and advise, hut nat
to vote in any decisions of the Presbytery. By Ministers “in good
standing” is meant those ministers who are not under any
Church censure.

Preaching Siations.

19. A congregation for the regular worship of God, and the
preaching of the Gospel, may be formed and kept up under the
superintendence of the Presbytery, without its having been con-
stituted as a pastoral charge. It may be maintained under the
name of a Preaching Station until its condition shall appear
sufficient to enable it to call a Pastor, Such Stations are usually
served by Probationers. Where no Church Session has been
formed in connection with a station, sealing ordinances can he
dispensed in it only through express appointment hy the Pres-
bytery, unless the congregation have been regularly placed under
the jurisdiction of a neighbouring Church Session if the authority
of the Presbytery be required, they appoint a Minister to pre-
side, aided by certain Elders, whom they name,

Church Sessiens at Stations,

20, It remains with Preshytery to arrange in regard to the
appointment of Elders and the establishment of Church Sessions
for local discipline and management in Preaching Stations within
their bounds, it being understood that a Minister of the Pres-
bytery shall act as the Moderatar of every such Church Session.
Whenever the Presbytery de-m i oxpedient, the elders of such
Station may still be connected with regularly established Church
Session in sanctioned charges.
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Sanctioning of Pastoral Charges.

21, The recognition ol a congregation as entitled to the
position of a pastoral charge, so as to be enabled to call a person,
to be their Pastor, belongs properly dand in its spiritual aspect,
to the Presbytery of the bounds; their judgment, of course, on
this, as well as on every other question, being subject to review
by means of appeal or complaint.

Request for the Right and Moderation of Call.

22. When a congregation of & sanctioned charge is pre-
pared [or the election of a Pastor, il musi obtain {rom its Pres-
bytery, first, the Right and then the Moderation of a Call. For
this purpose a deputation shall be appointed from the said con-
grasation to appear ot the bar of the Presbhytery. It is wsual [or
the Interim Moderator of Session. if any, to make a roport to
the Presbytery respecting the condition of the congregation, the
amount. of its agreement as 1o the choice of a Pastor. and its
ripeness for calling one, If this report be unsatisfactory, or il the
Presbytery have otherwise good reason to fear that a sufliciently
harmonious call cannot be obtained, they shall hold a mecting
with the congregation, and shall not proceed to modernte 1n
a call till they exhausted all means for producing harmony, and,
should these means prove unsuccessful, they shall refer the mat-
ter to the Superior Chureh Courts for advice.

Moderation of Call

23. When a Preshytery is prepared to mederate in a call,
it fixes a day and hour for doing so. Notice of the day and hour
and intended proceedure must be given from the pulpit of the
vacant congregation by a minister whom the Preshytery has
appointed for the purpose, seven days intervening between the
notice and the day apppinted. The Preshytery must moderate
in a cell at lorge, except in cases in which clear intimation is
given of an harmonious desire for & person named. In such cases
Presbyterics may appoint the moderation of a call to that person
only, At specified time the Presbytery meet in the Church of
the wvacant charge, and after it has been ascertainced that the
notice was duly given, the Mederator (either ordinary or
ad interim) conducts worship and preaches. At ‘the close of
worship he states the object of the meecting. The form of a eall
is produced and read, some times with a gpace for the name of
the person to be called left blank, and sometimes with the nhame
of the person inserted upon whose election the congregation have
already apgreed. The copgregation are then asked, in the former
case, whose name they desire to have inserted in the call. When
the ecall has been agreed to the persons present whose names are
on the Communion Roll are invited to come forward and adhibit
their signatures. When a call at large is moderated in, it shall
only be subscribed by thosc who are personally present and
personally adhibit their names; but when a call is moderated in
to an individual whose name is in the edict announcing the
moderation, the call may be subscribed on behalf of members
not present when a mandate authorising such subseription is
produced. The Communion Roll, as specially adjusted and
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attested by the Church Session, with a view to the election, ought
to be produced at the time of moderating in the ¢all, in order
thai no one may be permitted to subscribe to  the coall as
a communicant whose name does appear on that Roll. Alflter the
call has been subscribed by all the communicants present who
desire to subscribe it, or mandatories, the Moderator attests it as
thus subscribed, If it has heen subscribed by a large pumber of
members on the Roll in proportion to the whole number, if there
be no dissents given in, the Presbytery sustaing it in ordinary
cases. If there be dissents implying a serious division in the con-
gregation the call cannot be sustuined or feund sufficient unless
it be signed by a majority of the whole members on the roll,
whether present ar absent. Even in that case the Presbytery
may find it necessary to refer the mutter to the Superior Courts,
But no appeal sists procedure until a Presbytery has moderated
in and sustained a call.

Opportunity for Reazons Against Call.

24. Dissents from a call can be received only when they
are tendered or given in irnmcediately after the call has been
attested by the Moderator. If they be accompanied by specifica-
tion of reasons, either against the suitableness of the person
called for filling the particular vacancy, or against the proposed
settlement, they must judge on by the Prasbhytery, either at that
meeting or at a special adjourned meeting held for that purpose.
The {ullest opportunity must be given to the members on  the
roll for stating their objections of any kind. When the ohjections
require a special investigation, the consideration of them must
be adjourned, and they be considercd at a subsequent meeting,
to which all parties are summaoned apud acta, that is, they are
summoned through anncuncement made to them in open court
by the Moderator or the Clerk hefore the business of moderating
in call is closed.

Necdssily of Libel as io Some Objections,

2. U the ohjections do not affect the moral character or the
orthodoxy of the Probationer or Minister to whom the call is
pddressed, the Preshytery may judge of them, and come to a
determination respecting their validity, after hearing all parties,
and taking such evidence as they may procure or think needful,
without adopting such formal procedure, as is requisite when
grave personal charges are brought forward. But when an objection
made is seen to involve such a charge, that is, any charge affecting
the orthodoxy or moral character of a Minister or Prohationer,
the Presbytery must insist upon the objectors either framing a
libel or ordering indictment against the Minister or Probationer
and proceeding with it in the usuzl way, or abandoning thé
objection. OF course, if a fama were found by the Presbytery to
prevail against the person called, it might he necessary to suspend
procedure until 1t has disposed of it, even though no objectors
should take the responsibility of framing a libel or ordering an
indictment,

235



Judgment Against Call.

26. The Presbytery may decline to sustain the call, either
on the ground of the number of dissents without reasons, or on
the ground of the weight due to the reasons or objects adduced.
If any such judgment of the Preshytery be neither appealed from
nor complained against in due form, or i the judgment be
affirmed by the Superior Court, the whole proceedings ass to the
particular call in question fall to the ground, and a new clection
must take place.

When Call Sustained,

27. U the Preshytery sustain a call to a Probationer, or to
an Ordained Minister not having a fixed charge, and if there be
no appeal or complaint tendered in duc form against their judg-
ment, they proceed to take the necessary sleps with a view to his
induction to the pastoral office,

Trial of a Probationer Called.

28, 1If the call be to a Probationer, the Presbytery take him
on trial, as it is called. They prescribe 1o him trials of precisely
the same kind with the public trials for licence, viz.: Theology
(Natural and Revealed}; Church History, Sacraments, Church
Government, etc. If the Presbytery sustained these trials without
appeal or complaint, or if their judgment sustaining them be
afffrmed by the Superior {ourt, or if they do not sustain the
trials #nd their judgment be reversed by the Superior Court. the
Freshytery are in the circumstances for immediately fixing tho
day on which the induction and ordination shall take place. Iif,
after these trials, the Probationer called be not found qualified,
and the Prosbytery decline to sustain the trinls, they ought to
frame their minute so as to put the Superior Court in clear and
full possession of the grounds on whick their judgment pro-
ceeds, and to epable a person appealing or complaining s
state with distinctness his reasons of appeal or complaint,
These grounds must not involve any charge of heresy. be-
cause thail, if alleged and maintained, ecan be proceeded with
only by libel or indictment. 1f the judgment of a Preshyiery
declining to sustain trials for urdination he not appeualed or com-
plained against in due form, or if it be not reversed by the
Superior Court after appeal or complaint, intimation must be
made to the congregation that the Probationer called has not been
found qualified, and that a new clection must take place,

Applications of Ministers of Other Denominations.

28,  Any Minister or Probationer, belonging to another de-
homination, who desires to be admitted as a Minister or DPro-
bationer of this Church, must apply, in the first instance, to the
Preshytery of this Church within whose bounds he has taken up
his residence. The Presbytery has no power to admit him, but
must, after a careful examination, transmnit him to the General
Assembly, through Synod, elong with any remarks or recommen-
dations which it may suggest or make.

Minister Supplying Two Congregations.
30, When a Minister is supplying two congregations, one as
the regular Pastor, and the other as a stated stipply, each of
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of these Churches has the right to be represented by an Elder at
the =same Presbytery.
A Retired Elder.
No Ruling Elder whe has retired from the active exercise of
his othee in the Church to which he belongs can be admitted as
e member of any of aur courts.

A Deposed Minisier,

A deposed Minister desiting to be restored, must apply to
the Fresbytery that deposed him, and not to any other.

Duties of Pastors or Ministers.

31, The Pastor is expected to pray for and with his flack
as the mouth of the people unto Lod; to read Lhe Seriptures
pubhicly; and 1o [eed the tock by preaching the Word, in domg
which he is called, according to circumstances, to teacn, to per-
suade, to reprove, to exhort, or w comfort, It is his tunction to
administer the Socrarments, and o fuitl whatever else 1s requred
for the edilication of the young or the oid, i the excrase of
his gifts. It is regarded as part of his duty, whenever possible
to do so, to visit tne people ol his charge especially e sick
from housc to house, and to give parlicuiar altention, by special
visiration, to the atfhicted and the dying. He is also regquired to
do the work of an evangelist, so far us he has opportunity, in pro-
claiming the message ot Salvation, to the uagodly. 1t is hela o
be within his province thal he take a reasonable share in tnc
raising and application ol congregational funds, m the con-
gregational care of the poor, and in the arrangements of the
Church at large for such an adjustment of pecuniry rescarces fs
may glorify the Redeemer, and ministir to the salvation ol souls.
Finally, a greay amount of importance 15 attacned to the due
"exercise by a Pastor, of his funsiions as a spiritual ruler, whether
in his own Church Session and congregation, or in the tresbytery
of which he is a4 member. The Yastor is the distinetive oversees

f all_ branches of Church work in his assigned field, He represents
the Church, which in its sphere includes the three co-working
and inter-dependent agencies: The Family; the Sunday Schout,
and the Polpit. It is nis mission to wateh over and dirsct the
shaping influences of all three of these sgeuncies.

Three Kinds of Meetings of Preshytery.

32. {1y ORDINARY MEETING :—An ordinary meeting of
Presbytery is the one which takes place in consequence
of an expressed adjournment for ordinary business from
a previous ordinary meeting or by an express appointment
to the sarce =fizot by the Geneval Assembly ov the Iyno:l,

{2) IN HUNC EFFECTUM :—An in hunc effectum mocting ol
Presbytery is & meeting specially sppointed by 1he Pros-
bytery for the transaction of some particonlar busziness
This kind of meeting requires that the particula: busines
and the time and place ol meeting, be specified in -
minute of the immediately pu,.muq ordinary  meeth
along with the resolution to meet in hunc eifectum, and
that public intimatior thercol be made &t that ordinary
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meeting. No other business can bhe transacted at an in
tiune effecium meeting except that for which it has
been spevially appointed.

t3) PRO RE NATA MEETING:-—A Pro re nata meeting of
Presbytery is a meeting called during the interval Lelween
one ordinary meeting and another, in consequence of some
unexpected business having mrisen which requires to be
immediately attended to. Such a meeting may be caller
by the Moderator, either on his own motion, or by a
requisition addressed to him by some of the merbers.
The specific object must be distinctly stated in the circular
calling it, and no other business can be transacted at jt.
The cireular must be sent to every member in reasonable
time belore the day fixed upon. When the meeting takes
place, the Moderator must cxplain his reasons for calling
it, and the Presbytery must procounce judgment upon his
conduet in doing so. If the Moderator decline to call a
pro re nata meeting, after a requisition to do so has heon
addressed to him, the whole circumstances aof the cass
may be brought before the Preshytery at its next ordinary
meeting, Any member absent from a pro re rata meeting,
may, at the ordinary meeting, raise the question as to the
propriety of its haviug been called, or, as to the manner
in which it may have been ealled.

Next Ordinary Meeting.

43. At each ordinary meeting the Presbytery must resolve
when the next ordinary meeting shall be held, entor the resolution
in the minutes, and cause public intimation of it to be made, If
these requirements be neglectod by a Presbytery, its power and
functions are held to cease altogether until revived in a con-
stitutional manner,

Revival of a Presbytery,

34. When from any cause it shall happen that thers is nu
time or period fixed for the noxt ordinary mecting of Presbytery,
it shall be competent for any three or mors of its members ta
address a requisition to the Moderator to call a meeting of the
whole members of Presbytery, for the purpose of naming a time
or period at which the Preshytery shall meet and proceed with
ordinary business; thei the Moderator shall be bound to comply
with such a requisition, and to call a meeting to be held on a
day not less than 10, nor wore than 15 days, from the date of
the requisition, by circular letters addressed to every member on
the Rall of the Presbytery: and that the meeling when held
shall be considered as g Pro re nata meeting, at which no other
business can be transacted except the naming of a perivd [(or
the next ordinary meeting, provided, always, that at the next
ensuing meoting of the Synod, the Presbytery shall be bound ta
explain the causes that have necessitated their adopting this
special procedure, and shall be Lable to censure if the explanation
be unsatisfactory,
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No Meetings During Sittings of Assembly or Syned.

35. No meeling ol Presbytery cun be held while either the
General Assembly or the Synod of the district is sitting, except
when special leave to that effect has been granted by the
Asgembly or Synod, respectively.

Locality, Bounds, and Name of a Presbytery,

36. The locality, the bounds, and the name of a Preshylery
are fixed by the authority of the General Assembly. New Pres-
byteries may be erected, or new arrangements made regarding old
ones, as the Assembly may judge expedient.

Election of Moderator,

37. Every Presbytery shall elect one of the Ministers in-
cluded in it, as their Moderator, from year to year, as the Pres-
bytery may think best. In the ubsence of the Moderator, one
of the Ministers present is appointed as Moderator pro tempore.
When once elected, the Moderetor remains in office till he has
performed the duty of opening the next ordinary meeting, and
till his successor has heen chosen.

Duties of Moderator.

38. It 15 the duty of the Moderator to preside in the de-
votiona! exercises of the Presbytery, to pronounce the blessings
t the close of each meeting, and to act as the organ of the
gresbytery in keeping order, in anncuncing decisions, in adminis-
tering rebukes and admonitions, in instructing parties at the
bar, und in calling upon members to state their views: to give
their votes. or to discharge any [unctions which have been
assigned to them. At the ordination of a Minister, or at the
licensing of a Probationer, the Moderator puts the appointed
questions, offers up the appointed prayers, and delivers the
appointed exhortations.

Moderator has only a Casting Vate.

38, The Moderator has no deliberative vote; but, in case
of an equality, he has a casting vote. He is not permitted to
take part in eny discussior while he occupies the chair, but he
may ask leave to vacate the chair for the purpose of expressing
his opinion, When this request is granted, the chair is occupied, in
the meantime, as it would be in his absence,

Clerks of Presbyteries.

40. The Preshytiery appoints one or more clerks, who must.
be members of the electing judicatory. The clerk may he
appointed ad vitam aut colpam, or, he may be simply appointed
to act as clerk during the pleasure of the Presbytery., On his
appointment, he must solemnly promise to discharge the duties
of his office with fidelity.

Duties of Clerk.

It is the duty of the clerk to write regular minutes of the
Presbytery's procedure, to engross the same ip a permanent
record, after they have been approved by the Presbytery as cor-
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rect, to give such extracts to parties as the Presbytery have
allowed, and to take charge of all the Preshytery's papers, hooks,
and documents.

Clerk Pro Tempore.

In the absence of the clerk someone is appoinled by the
Presbytery to act as clerk pro tempore; the fact of his appoint-
ment should be entered in the minute, and the minute should he
signed by him as clerk pro tempore.

Salary for Clerk

The clerk ol Preshytery has usualiy a salary drawn from
contributions by the congregations within the bounds, and from
fees paid for extracts. These contributions and fees are regulated
by each Presbytery for itself. It is also the duty of the clerk (o
give due notice of the time and place of each meeting of the
Presbytery and to preparc a docket of bhusiness. It is also the
duly of the chief clerk of the Prosbyteries under the care of the
Synod to secure an annual repurt from the following Presbyterial
Comrmittees :—Education, Ministerial Relief and Sustentaiion,
Vneaney and Supply. and such other committers as may be known
to exist; to send a copy of these reports to the chief cvlerk of the
Synod as soon as possible, in order that he may properly arrange
them for presentation to the Synod at its next mecting.

Minutes.

41. The Minute must always bear at the outset that the
Presbytery was constituted (which expression is understood to
imply that it was constituted with prayer. and that a sufficient
sederunt has been ascertained), and at the end, that the meeting
was closed with prayer. No Minute can be snstained as valid
if it does not rueniion these two particulars. No extract [rom the
Minutes can be received which does not bear that the Preshytery
was constituted, and which is not certified by the Presbylery
Clerk as having been extracted by him from the Records of the
Presbytery. The Presbvtery shall, from time to time, send to
the Synod its old finished records.

Approval of Minutes.

42.  After ascertaining that there is a sufficient quorum of
attendance, and before proceeding to any other business. the
Presbytery must, at each ordinary meeting, hear the Minutes of
the Jast ordinary mceeting, and of in hunc efiectum or pro re nata
meeting, read by the Clerk. The Presbytery must either approve
of the Minutes as read, or correct them, and approve of them as
correceted.  They cannot afterwards he altered, except by ihe
authority of a higher court. The approval or correctness of the
Minutes does not imply any power to alter the res gestae of the
meeting. The only question is the correctness of the Minute as 2
true account of what was done. The Minute of each meeling
or Sederunt must, alter being approved of and engrossed in the
permanent record, be signed by the Moderator and Clerk, The
Sederunt of every meeting (ie, the names of all the members
present) must he accurately recorded in the Minute.
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Openness of Court.

43, The Preshytery is, as a rule, an open court. But it has
the power of closing its doors, and declaring its wish to be alonz,
for the sake of cdifieation.

Presbyterial Visitations,

44. A Preshyterial Visitation may be appointed by the
Presbytery, either of its own accord, er in consequence of a peti-
. tion from the Church Session, the Deacons' Court, or other parties
connected with a congregation, The object of Preshyterial visita-
tion, when prosecuted at the instance of the Preshytery itself, is
not of an inquisitorial character. Its purpose is to strengthen
the hand of the Ministers, Elders and Deacons, and to give the
beneft of special adwice and counsel to the congregation as well
as to the office bearers. Tt is, therefore, recommended that, when
this work is entered on, all the congregations within the bounds
should be, if possible, visited in rotation. Presbyteries are auth~
orised to frame their own questions and mode of procedure, but
are instructed in any case to have special regard to the worl
of the Minister and office hearers and the spiritual state of the
membership.  Apart from the genera! system of Presbyterial
visitation, il is competent, and may sometimes he exiremely
desirable for a Preshytery ta appoint a Special Visitation of a
particular congregation, when circumstances calling for such
visitntion have been forced upon their notice. But this course
can be justified only when the circumstances are clearly such as
to ¢all for Presbyterial interference.

Complaint Against a Minister.

45, If the complaint against a Minister involve a multitude
of smaller things laid topether, as several acts of negligence, ar
other unsuitable actions, the Presbytery ought to make a Pres-
byierial visitation of the congregation with which the Minister
is connected. In conducting a visitation in such circumstances,
they are called upon to investigate carefully the character and
origin of the allegations, whether they were ever raised previously;
how, if they never were, they came to he passed over; and what
has occasioned theilr being brought forward now. If the Pres-
bylery, at their visitation, find satisfying reasons for the matter
having been broached at the particular time, they were next
required to ascertain what diligence had heen used in acquainting
the Minister with the offence given by his procedure, and how
fur the offence has been continued after he was made aware of
the effect produced. The inquiry is also recommended, whether
any of the complainers did first, in a prudent, private way, inform
any of the neighbouring Ministers of their complaints, before thesze
had swelled out into a magnitude demanding Preshyterial inter-
ference,

Simple Rebuke of Parties.

46, If, by Presbyterial visitation or otherwise, the Presby-
tery find, in the way of preliminary investigalion or precognition,
that the complaints resolve inte the Minister having committed
‘such acts of infirmity or passion, as, considering all the circuom-
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stances, may be either amended, so as to satisfy the people, and
to prevent any continued hindrance to the profitablencss of the
Ministry of the Word among them, then the Preshytery shall
employ all prudent steps for satisfving both parties, for rebuking
their respective errors, and doing away with the offence.

Ministerial Incfliciency,

47. (1) When a Preshytery, as the result of any competent,
procedure on their part, have found the state of a con-
gregation under their charge to be seriously unsatisfactory,
and after due pains in the use of counsel and admonitian
have failed to remedy this state of things, they shall
record in their Minutes a statement of the facts hrought
under their notice, of the steps taken by the Preshytery,
and of the resuits. 1f they arc of opinion that there are
prima faeic grounds for thinking that the [ailure may e
due to defects or errors personal to the Minister, they shail
embody the said grounds in their statement; and an
extract of the whole statement shall be furnished to the
Minister concerned, with nolice of the time when it iy
to be further considered.

(2) At a subsequent meeting the Presbytery shall hear nny
statement the Minister may inuke, receiving and recording
any relevant matters which he may tender 1o be recorded
on his behalf, It shall also be competent to receive and
record verbal or written statements by persons in the
Communion of the Presbyterian Church of Africa, who are
or have been memhers of the congregation, bearing on the
question how far the existing state of things is to be
traced to the Minister. Tf, finully, the Presbytery arc
constrained 1o conclude that the ends of the Ministry are
not served, and thet this state of things is likely to con-
tinue, and, further, that the staie of the congregation is
due te defects or errors personal to the Minister, they
shall record their judgment upon hath heads, with any
addilional statement of the grounds of it which they shall
find to be just and necessary.

13) Thereupon the Preshytery may exercise the power of
dissolving the pastoral tie and declaring the charge vacant,
In all cases in which the pastoral tie is dissolved the
Preshytery shall report specially 1o the Assembly all the
circumstances known to them.

{4} The procedure of the Presbytery under Sectioms I and 2,
and their final judgment under Section 3, shall be subject
to appeal und complaint in ordinary form to the Superior
Courts, but when the Presbytery have ilaken the steps
authorised in Section I, they shall prosved in face of 21l
appeals until they have disposed of all questions arising
under Secticn 2, and until they heave taken the steps
authorised under Section 3.

32



(5) When a Presbytery, having reached the stage of drawing
up the statement prescribed in Section 1, are of opinion
that prima facie grounds exist for thinking the unsatis-
factory state of things to be due to the fault of any office
bearers or members of the congregation, they shall furnish
extracts of their statement of such grounds to the party
concerned, and cite such party to the meeting of Pres-
bytery at which the case is to be further considered, when
they shall proceed in the same manner as in the case of
a Minister,

(6) If the Preshytery find therealter that the unsatisfaciory
state of things is due to the fault of any office bearers
or members, they may in such case remove from office,
or order disjunetion certificates ia be given, or suspend
or excommunicate from Church membership, as the justice
of the case and the interests of the congrepation may
require. The provisions of Section 4 regarding complaints
and appeals shall apply also to cases arising under Sec-
tions 5 and 6d.

(T) The Presbytery, having taken their final judgment under
Section 3, shall proceed to consider the question as what
to do with the Minister concerned. They may transfer
hiin to another charge, or offer hitm any other missionary
work, or retire him with or without allowance; they may,
if necessary, for the cause of religion and interests of
the Church. suspend or excommunicate him, if he persists
in disregarding the laws of the Church and the authority
of Presbytery.

Commitice of Arrangements.

48. The Deacons' Court of the Church in which the Synod
shall meet, acting under the direction of its Preshytery, or of the
committee appointed by the Presbytery, shall be a Committee of
Arrangements. who shall provide suitable accommedation for the
Synod. The Presbyfery may appoint a committee, from its mem-
bers, to act, in conjunction with the Deacons’ Court, or its com-
mittee, as such Committee of Arrangemenis.

Roll of Members,

4%, An accurate rol! of the members of Preshytery, shall be
kept by the Clerk, as authorised by the Preshytery. The names
of ithe Ministers ought to be in the order of ordination. The roll
should be regularly corrected, on the occurence of changes.

Local Evangelisis nnder the direction of the Preshytery.

30. It shall be lawful far Presbytery, after proper examina-
tion as to his piety. knowledge of the Scriptures, and ability lo
teach, to licence, as a lLocal Evangelist, any male member of the
Church, who, in the judgment of Presbytery, is qualified to teach
the Gospel publicly, and who is willing to engage in such service
under the direction of Presbytery. Such licenced Local Evangel-
ist shall repoart to the Presbytery at least once esch year, and
his licence may be withdrawn at any time at the pleasure of the
‘Presbytery. The person securing such licence shall not be ord-
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ained to the Gospel Ministry, should he desire to enter it, unti
he shall have served at least four years as a Local Fwvangelist,
and shall have pursued and been examined upon what would be
equivalent to a ihree years' course of study in theologyv. Church
history, Church government, Homileties, and the Bible, under
the direction of the Preshytery.

Candidates for the Ministry.

51 {1y Every applicant seeling to be taken under the
care of the Presbytery, sas a candidate for the Ministry,
shall file his application at least one menth hefore the
meeting of Presbhytery, addressing the same to the Clerk
of Presbytery. The applicant must send o the Cievle ull
his testimonials. papers, ete, bearing on his previeus
education and character; and no person shail be received
by Presbytery as a candidute for the Ministry whn las
no! been rerommended by the session of the Chureh of
which he is a membher, under whose care he shall hawe
been {or a period of at least six monthe and ro «neeption
shall be made to this rule without a unanimous wote of
Presbytery.

(2) Presbylery shall examine annually, in person or by letter,
all candidates under its rare, concerning their Christian
experience, their progress in study, and their fidelity to
the doctrines of the Church. T4 shall also advise with
them concerning their course of study, and the institutions
tn which they are to pursue their studies.

Minister's Scale of Stipend.

52. The minimum stipend for a Pastor tie. the Mingstor
who has received a call). shall be L1300 in the urban avess nnd
£100 in the rure!, per annum: the minimum stipend for a Mis-
sionary (i.e. the Minister labouring without a call), shall be £80
to rise as means permit, per annum., The question as ‘o the
ability or otherwise of certzin congregations to pay the required
stipend shall be decided by the Preshytery of the bhounds.

Petition as to Change of Name, ot

53. A Proshytery capnot make any change upon s nuame,
the particular charges and localitien under ench Iurisdiclion, the
constitution of its membership, of s chief place af meoeting,
which is called the Preshyvtery scat. To obtain a change in any
of these arrangements, it mwust present a petition to the Grneral
Assembly.

B Finisbed Rerords.
54, The Preshytery shall receive on dewand, old and Gnished
records from the lower courts, for transmission to the Cusiodian.



CHAPTER Il
THE SYNOD

Definition.

1. A Bynod is a convention of the Ministers and Elders
within a larger district than that of u Presbytery, including at
least three Preshyteries.

Composition and Membership.

2. The Bynod is composed of all the Ministers and an Elder
from each congregation in its area. It consists (1) of all the
Pastors or Ministers of congregations within the area: {(2) of the
Professors of Theology, if any, whose appointed sphere of labour
is within the area; (3) of such ordained Ministers within the
area, and not having charges, as had been received as members
of a Preshytery in the area, by the authority of the Generat
Assembly; (4) of Ruling Elders from each Church Session in the
area; (5} of Ministers and Elders from other Synods, who may
be added hy the General Assembly as Assessors to the Synod for
particular purposes; with reference to these purposes, and thess
purposes only, they have rights of members during their appoint-
rnent.

Quorura.

3. Any three Ministers belonging to the Synod, who shall
convene at the time and place of meeting, with as many Elders
as may be present, shall be a quorum to transact synodical busi-
ness; provided, that, three Prebyteries are represented,

Correspontding Members.

4. The rule of this court as to corresponding members is
the same as thut of the Presbytery,

Powers, Duties and Functions of the Synod.
5. The Synod has the following powers:—

{1} to receive and issue all appeals, complaints, and references,
that are regularly brought before it from the Presbyteries,
and to decide. finelly in such cases all questions that do
not or affect the doctrine or constitution of the Church;

(2} to review all records of Presbyteries, and approve or cen-
sure them;

{3) io redress whatever has been done by Presbytcries con-
trary to order;
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(4) to take effectual care that Preshyteries observe the con-
stitution of the Church;

(5} to erect new Presbyteries: and to unite or divide thoso
which were before erected, subject to the approval of
the General Assembly:

«6) to tmke such order with respect to the Preshyteries. Ses-
‘sions, Deacons’ Courts, and people under their care as
may be in conformity with the Werd of God, and the
established rules, and may tend to promote the edification
of the Church;

(7) to propose to the General Assembly for its adoption, such
measures as may be of common aﬂ\'antage to the whole
Church;

(3) to appoint, if necessary, Boards, Commissions, or Com-
mittees, of any kind or nature, whether special, standing
or permanent, whose duties, functions, powers, etc., shall
be determined by the Synod;

(9) lastly, to take any measures of punishment or censure,
against Ministers and Elders who fail to bring the con-
gregations' contributions to the Svnodical Fund, at the
Ordinery Meeting of Synod.

When and How Often to Meet.

8. The Synod shall convene, at least. once in each year;
at the opening of which a sermon shall be delivered by the
Moderator, or, in case of his absence, by the ex-Moderator, or one
of the Clerks; and every particular Session shall be opened and
closed with prayer. The Synod shall determine by itself :—

(1) As to how often it shall meet each year, and
(2) when and where it shall meet. The Synod shall fix the
day, time, or date and place of its Ordinary Meeting,

Synodieal Expenses.
7. The expenses of the meeting of the Synod shall be borne
by the Preshytery of the bounds in which the Synad met.

Minutes,

8, It shall be the duty of the Synod to keep full and fair
record of its proceedings, to submit them annually to the inspee-
tion of the General Assembly, to report to the Assembly the
number of its Presbyteries, and of the members and alterations
of the Preshyteries. The records of minutes must be carefully
and legibly written, and must be uniform as to size of page with
the minutes of the General Assembly. Blank spaces must be left
at the end of the minutes of each session for recording any ex-
ceptions that may be taken by the General Asgsembly. The
Assembly, may, at any time. for the intorests of the Church,
demand from any Synod, a copy of its records of a certain period,
time, or date; this copy must be sttested by the certificate of
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the Chief Clerk of the Synod in writing. The Synodical minutes
must be well preserved in volumes, and must be carefully puged
and analysed or headed. They should be duly anthenticated by
the written names of the Moderator and Chief Clerk of Synod.

A Popular Meeting.
%, One of the secssions of the Synod, preferably the lost, if
time permits, shall be devoted entirely to a popular meeting In
whirh members may indulge themselves by speeches,

Synoedical Fund,

1. Eauch Circuit shall contribute annually to the Synodical
Fund according to its membership, on the following scale :—
50. £1; above 50 and up to 150, £1 10s; and for every aditional
100 or fraction thereof, will equal to £1 more, ete.

Change of Place or Time of Meeting.

11, Whenever from any cause ol sickness, death, or any
exira-ordinary or unavoidable cesuse, it shall be necessary to
change the place or time of the regularly appointed meeting of a
Synod, its Clerk shall, at the request ¢f the Clerks of at least
two of its Presbyterics, be authorised by the Synodical Moderator,
to secure another place or time, or both, of the Synodical meet-
ing, and to issue his official eall for the rmeeting accordingly.

Assembly's Powers, Functions, ete., Pro Tempore Vested in
the Synod.

12, Since the number and paosition of Presbyteries, at pre-
sent. do not call for a sub-division into more than one Bynod
and for a higher representative court, to which the Synods shall
be subordinates, the powers, functions, duties, ete.. of the General
Aszembly, are pro tempore, vested in the Synod: hence. it follows,
that the Synod is pro tempore the Supreme Court of the Presby-
terian Church of Afriea

Adjourned Meeting.

13, I the nature of any business before the Synod at an
Ordinary Meeting, requires a postponement. it is competent for
the Synod to adiourn to meet again on a dey more or less dis-
tant, provided the adjourned meeiing can be held previously to
the time fixed for the next Ordinary Meeting.

Other Kinds of Meeiings.

14, Other kinds of Syncdical Meetings are the same ns
those of the Preshytery.

Synodical Prayer.

15. The Synod shall fix a certein hour of prayer for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Synod and on the Presby-
teries and Churches within its bounds, to be precedez. if possible,
by the reading of the Narrative and Necrological Reuurt,
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Adjustment of Roll, etc.

16. The first act of the Synod, at an Ordinary Meeting, is
to adjust its roll, or, in other words, to determine who are its
members, The Presbyteries in the areas or division (pro tempore,
in the country. See Section 12 of this chapter), are called in a
(en.am order determined by .the Synod. When a TPresbytery is
thus called, a certified roll of its existing membership is praduced,
and its Moderator or Clerk makes an additional statement or
intimation that may be necessary as to changes that have taken
place on the rolls of their clerical members since the last meeting
of Synod., Commissions to any Ruling Elders, whose namces may
not be in the certified roll of a Presbytery, are then read, nnd if
these be found valid, and sre sustained, the names of the Ruling
Elders. referred to in them are added to the roll. No Ruling
Elder, whose name is not in the cortified roll of a Preshytersy,
can act as a member of Synod, unless he produce a commission
appointing him to represent his Church Session in the Synod
as well as in the Presbhytery and unless that commission be in
due form, and hear that he is  bema fide an Aecting Elder in the
congregation, Thereafier commissions to corresponding members
from neighbouring Synods are cslled for. If produced, the Com-
missions are read; and if found in regular form, they are sus-
tained, and the names of lhe persons mentioned in them, are
added to the roll.

Election of Moderator.

17. After the roll has been made up, the Synod proceeds
to elect a new Moderator. When once elected, he remains in
office till he has performed the duty of opening the next Ordinary
Meeting, and till his suecessor has been choson,

Duties of Moderator.
18, The principle duties of this officer are as follows :—

(1} To open the scssion at the time to which the judicatory
is adjourned, by taking the chair and calling the members
to order;

(2) to receive and submit, in the proper manner, all motions
and propositions presented by the members;

{3} to put o vote all questions which are regularly moved or
necessarily arise in the course of the procedings, and to

- announce the result;

(4) to restrain the members when engaged in dcbate within
the rules of order, by preventing the members from inter-
rupting each other, and by requiring them in speaking
always to address the chair;

(3) to prevent n speaker [rom deviating from the subject
and from using personal refleciions;

“(6) to receive all messages and other communications and

announce them to the judicatory ;

to authenticafe by his signature when necessary, all ucts,

orders, and proceedings of the body;

{8) to inform the judicalory, when uecessary, in a poinl of
order or practice;

()
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(9) to keep notes of the several articles of business which
may be assigned for particular days, and to eall them up
at the time appointed; .

(10} He may speak to points of order in preferehce to other
members, rising from his seat for that purpose; and shali
decide questions of order, subject to an appeal to the
judicatory by any two members;

(11) He may appoint all committees, except in those cases in
which the judicatory may or shall decide otherwise.

(12) When & vote is taken by ballot in any judicatory, the
Moderator shall vote with the other members:  but he
shall not vote in any other case unless the judicatory be
equally divided; when, if he does not chonse to vote, the
guestion shall be lost. :

(13) The Moderator has the right to name a member to per-
form the duties of the chair temporarily, but such sub-
stitution shall not extend beyond any adjournment.

{14) The Moderator may read sitting, but should rise to state
& motion.

Qualifieations of Moederator.

19. The Moderator of the Synod must he an ordained
Minister who is a member of the Synod.

Duties, Powers, Rights, ete., of Clerk.

20. The Synod appoints one or more Clerks. The Clerk
must be a member of the Syncd. He is appointed in the same
way as the Clerk of Presbytery is uppointed, regarding his con-
tinuation in office. On his appointment he must solemnly promise
to discharge the duties of the office with fidelity. It is his duty
to write regular minutes of the Synod's procedurs, to engross
the same in a permanent record, and to take charge of the
Synod's papers, books, and docuraents. In the absence of the
Clerk, or clerks, someone is appointed by the Synod to act as
Clerk pro tempore. It shall be the duty of the Clerk, as soon as
possible after the commencement of the sessions of every judi-
catory, to form & complete roll of the members present, and put
the same into the hands of the Moderator; and it shail also be
the duty of the Clerk, whenever any additional members take
their seats, to add their names in their proper places to the said
roll. It shall be the duty of the Clerk immediately to file all
papers in the order in which they have been read, with proper
cndorsoments, and to keep them in perfect order. The Clerk
must enter on the minutes what is done and passed, but not
what is merely proposed or moved, without coming to a vote.
Tt is the duty of the Clerk to read all papers, etc., which may be
ordercd to be read; to call the roll and note the answers of
the members when a question is taken by yess and nays; to
notify committees of their appointment and of the business re-
ferred to them; and to authenticate by his signature, sometimes
alone and sometimes in conjunction with the Moderator, all the
acts, orders, and proceedings of the judieatory. The Clerk must
stand when reading or ealling the judicatory. It is-the duty of
the Clerk of every Church judicatory to prepare a docket of busi-
ness at each session or meeting of the bedy, and place it in the
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. hands of the Moderalor, which should be as far as practicable
the guide of the presiding oflicer for the expedition of business.
Tt is the duty of the Clerk to grani extracts from the records when
directed so to do by the judicatory; and such extracts sha!l bo
considered authentic vouchers of the facts which they declars, in
any ecclesiastical judicatery and to every part of the Church. The
first Clerk appointed by the Svnod (there being two or more
Clarks), shall be styled “The Stated or Chief Clerk,” and others
“Assistant Clerks” whose business is to assist or help the former
in all his duties,
The Treasurer and his Duties,

21.  The Treasurer shall always notify the Presbyleries within
the bounds of the Synod of the amount assessed upon them re-
spectively by the Synod, from time to time. Ie shall heop the
monies of the Synod in a responsible banking institution in an
account to be opencd in the name of the Moderator, Clerk, and
Treasurer of the Synod. He shall pay all bills only when duly
ordered by the Synod. He shall. at each annual meeting of the
Synod, present a report of the monies reccived and expended
during the preceding year, with this report he shall submit the
books, papers, and vouchers, including the bank book duly bal-
anced and seltled, and the same shall be referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance for audit. Al applications of the commitltres
for funds from the Synod's treasury shall be referred first fo the
Committee on Finance for consideration and action.

Commissions.

22, The Clerks of the Presbyteries shall furnish  the
delegates-elect to Synod proper certificates of their alection (when
these delegates are elected hy Preshyteries), and when delegates
shall fail to attend a stated meeting of Synod their ahsence
shall be noted by the Clerk and reported to their respective
Preshyteries.

Opening and Closing, Minutes, etc.
. 23. The rules for the opening and closing, reading and
approval of minutes, extracts, openness of court, roll of members,
ete., of the Synod. are the seme as thuae of the Presbylery.

Synod Offlcer or Zealle.

24. The Synod appeints an officer, who is in attendence
at its meetings and executes its orders. At his appointrment ha
must promise to perform the duties of his cffice with fidelity,

Sergeant-at-Arms or Usher,
25. The Synod also appoints a Sergeant-at-Arms or an
Usher, whose duties are to keep order, to scat members and
visitors in their proper places, during the meeting of Synod.

Narratives and Statistical Reports.

26. Statistical reports, such as are requasted by our Boolesizs-
tical Courts and written Narratives on the state of religion, em-
bracing the results of the year to the lst A=l shall be prepared
by the Presbyteries. The Statistical Reportz. sha'l, if poesible, he
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pluced in the hands of the Clerk before the opening of the
Synod; and the Narratives on the State of Religion shall be
forwarded to ihe Clerk, if possible, 10 days hefore the opening
of Synod.

Two Sessions at Least.

27, At each Ordinary or Fixed Meeting of the Syned, there
must be at least two sessions to enable the Synod to ascertain
its business in due arder, by the appointment of a Committee or
committees, whose report or reports may be submitted, hefore
any subject is taken up for judgment or discussion. The exped-
iency, if not the absolute necessity, of two sessions, appears also
from the duty of examining the records of Presbyteries, which
can be accomplished only through the appointment of committees
and the receipt of their reports.

Subjecta Taken Up in Succession.

28, lmmediately after the minutes of last Ordinary Meeting
have been read over, the subjects which they shew to reocuire
renewed attention ar consideration at the existing mieeting, are
taken up in succession.

Bills and Overtures’ Committee,

28, At the first session of Synod, the Commirtee on Bills
and QOvertures is appointed.

Records Called For.

30. The Records of Presbyteries are then calied for. If any
one of them be not laid on the table, the Clerk of the Presbytery,
if present, is asked to explain the reason. Any member of Pres-
bytery present may give the explanation. If it be oot satisfactory,
the Presbytery is liable to censure, A small committee is
appointed to examine each of the Records laid on the table, with
an instruction o report at the next session.

Appointment of Other Committees.

31. Other committees are appointed at this session, if the
Bynod see cause, in order to expedite the business. with an in-
struction to report, either at the mext session. or a2t a future
session of the same Ordinary Meeting.

Intimation of Second Session.

32, Intimation is publicly made of the time at which 1_:he
second session will commence, before the adjournment taking
place at the first session.

Meeting of the Commiitee on Bills and Overtures.

33, Between the close of the first session and the commence-
ment of the second session, the Committee on Rills exd Overtures
meet for the purpase of preparing the business of the Svnod, in so
far as it is not merely of a routine charscter. The Mnderator and
Clerk of the Synod are, ex officio, Chairman and Secretary of the
Committee on Bills and Overtures,
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Overtures,

34. An Overture is a proposal made by the General
Assembly to the Preshyteries. requiring their approval or dis-
approval, of amendments or alterations, ar, additions to the Con-
stitution; or anything raised by such = proposal. as the case
may be. The Presbyteries may initiate such a proposal to the
General Assembly.

Bills

35, Under the head of Bills are included all references from
Presbyteries, all Appeals, Dissents, and Complaints against their
decisions, and all Petitions to the Synod. The papers in such
cuses must be accompanicd by a Petition to the commitice to
transmit them, signed by some party concerned, or by someone
acting [or a party concerned. The Committee must juder as tn
the formalily and competlency of all such papers, and prust resolva
to transmil them, or not 1o transmit them accordingly. Any of
the parties may appeal to the Bvnod against this judgment: nand
any member of Committee may enier a dissent and complaint.

Reports of Cammitices.

36,0 The Synod, al its second Session, calls {or the Reports
of the Committee on Bills and Overtures, which are given 0 and
read from the Committee's minutes. and any appeals nr com-
plaints apainst the judgments of the Committee are disposzed of.
The Commitfec must always Kerp a regord of their praceedings.
The Synod, having now ils whole business before it. proceeds
to arrange thal business in what seems the most suitahle order;
this order includes the fixing of the time for receiving the repores
of ather committees appointed by the Synod. The Commiitee on
Bills »nd Owvertures may meet again at the interval boiween
every session and the next session, provided the special leave of
the Synod be granted to thal effect.

Trial or Examination of Presbyteries.

A7, The Synod may have a private session for:

{1) receiving and discussing the reports on the hooks of
Freshytieries;

{2) examining each Presbytery as to ifts progedure and the
statc of matters within its bounds. The subjects of
inquiry in such a trial are the following :—

(1) The atlendance of memhbers at meetings;

(2) the setting apart any meeting or méetings for praver;

(3) the observance of Presbyterial exercises and the earrying
out of Preshyterial visitations;

(4) the consideration of overfures transmitted by the
General Assembly;

(d) the revisal and attestation of the records of Church
Sessions; ’

{6) the records and accounts of Deacons’ Courts;

{7} the sttestation of Communion rolls;

{8) the residences of Ministers;

£9) the number of Blders and Deneons and thoir signing of the
Formula;
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{10) wvacancies and preaching stations within the bounds;

(11) schools and the visitation of them;

{12) frequency of the dispensation of the Lord's Supper;

{13) ministerial visitation of sick families;

{14) reports from Church Session on ihe State of Religion;

(15) observation of Fast and Thankspiving days;

{16} means tuken for checking immorality, profaneness and
errors, and

(17) for preaching the Gospel! where no congregation is
formed. ‘The Presbytery examined ought to appear at
the bar by at least its Moderator and Clerk, and as many
other members as convenience will altow. The Synod
must take remedial mesns, ns to cases reporicd as un-
satisfactory.

Standing Committees, or Boards, or Commissions.

38. The Synod may have any number of Standing or Per-
manent Committees, Boards, or Commissions, whepever it is
necessary. It must have the following :—Committee on Bills and
Overtures; Committee on Vacency and Supply; Executive Com-
mission.

Executive Commission and its Duties.

39. The Executive Commission shall supervise and carry on
such executive administrative, and promotive activities, as shall
be referred to it by the Synod. It shall be charged with co-
ordinating ali educational and promotional work proposed by the
Synod, and shall ecorrelate the various activities of all agencies
operaling within the Synod, in a harmonious and unified pro-
gramme. All matters requiring the attention of the Synod, per-
taining to guestions submitted in any way to the Executive
Commission, the said Commission shall bring to the aitention
of the Synod with apprepriate recommendations thereon., The
Synod's duty shall be to act as it deems best on such reports
and recommendations. The Moderator and stated Clerk of the
Synod, shall be, respectively Chalrman and Secretary of the
Executive Commission. All the members of the Pertmanent Cam-
mittees, if any, shall be nominated to the Synod by the Executive
Commission, and clected by the Synod. The nominations by the
Executive Commission shall not exclude from Synod the right
to make additional nominations, if it deems it wise or necessary.
All Presbyteries shall be represented in the Executive Commission:
it shall consist of not less than three members, and its term of
office shall be three years, the Commission being eligible for re-
election. All matters requiring speeisl consideration, from time
to time, must engage the attention of the Exeeutive Commission.
Mecetings of the Executive Commission may take place at any
time when necessary. All reports of this Commission to the
Synod shall be in writing, legibly written, and signed by the
Chairman and Secretary.
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CHAPTER 1V,
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

What It Is.

1. The General Assembly is the highest judicatory of the
Preshyterian Church of Africa; it is the Supreme Court whose
decisions are final. [t shall represent, in one body. all the par-
ticular Churches ol this denomination.

Basis of Representation.

2. The General Assembly shall consist of an equal delegation
of Fastors or Ministers and Elders {rom each Presbytery. in the
following proportion, viz,: each Presbytery consisting of not more
than five Ministerz, shall send one Minister and one Elder: and
each Presbytery consisting of more than five Ministers, shall send
one Minister and one Elder for each additional five Ministers, or
for each additional fractional number of Ministers not less than
two; and these delegates, so appointed, shall be styled, Commis-
sioners to the General Assembly,

Quorum.

3. Any eight of these Commissioners, provided three Pres-
byteries are represented, four of whom must be Ministers, being
met on the day, and at the place appointed, shall be a quorum for
the transaction of business.

Powers, Duties and Functions of the General Assembly.

4. The CGeneral Assembly shall receive and issue all appeals.
complaints, petitions, and references, that afiect the doctrine or
Constitution of the Church, and are regularly brought before it
from the inferior judicatories. 1t shall review the records of
every Synod and approve or censure them; it shall give its advice
and instruction, in all cases submitted to it, in conformity with
the Constitution of the Church; and it shal] ronstitute the bond
of wunion, peace, correspondence and mutual confidence among
all our Churches. It shall decide in ali controversies respecting
doctrine and discipline; reprove, warn, or bear testimony against
ertor in doctrine, or immorality in practice, in any Church, Pres-
bytery, ot Synod: erect new Synods when it may he judged
necessary; superintend the affairs or concerns of the whale
Church; correspond with foreign churches, or other denomina-
tions, on such terms as may be agreed upon by the Assembly
and the corresponding body; supress schismatical contentions
and disputations; and, in genersl, recommend and attempe
reformation of manners, and the prometion of charity, truth,
and holiness. through all the churches under its care; to appoiat
collections to be made at the Church doors of all the congrega-
tions, in support of the objects for which certain commitien
or committees are appointed. It usually exercises thiy power hy
passing an act ancnt collections, upon the report of » committes
to that ellect, the committece having heen appointed during the
sittings of the same Assembly. i
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Way of Making Fuotuare Laws,

5. Before any overtures or enactments proposed by the
Assembly to be cstablished as rules regulative of the constitutional
powers of Preshyteries and Synods, shall be obligatory upon the
Church, it shall be necessary to transmit thermn to all the Preshy-
teries, and to receive the returns of at least a majority of them, in
writing, approving thereof, and such rules, when approved, shall
be appended to the Constitution of the Church. All overtures
from Presbyteries and Synods, to Assembly, returns to overtures
{from Assembly) shall be sent or transmiited to ihe stzted or
Chief Clerk of the General Assembly before the commencement
of the Ffrst session of the Ordinary Meeting of the General
Assembly.

Assembly to Meet Once a Year and to be Opened by Mederator.

§. The General Assembly shall meet at least onee in every
year. On the appointed day for that purpose, the Moderator
of the last Assembly, if present, or, in case of his absence, or
inehility to ac¢t, some other minister, shall open the meeting
with a sermon, and preside until 8 new Moderator be chosen.
Ne Commissioner shall have & rght to deliberate or wvote in
the Assembly, until his name shall have been enrclled by the
Clerk, and bis commission examined, and filed among the papers
of the Assembly,

Constituting of Assembly,

7. 'The person acting as Moderator at the opening of the
Assembly having constituted the meeting with prayer, the business
proceeds upon the assumption, in the meantime, that the Com-
missions from the Presbyteries are all in due form, and that all
the Ministers and Elders named in those Commissions have been
duly elected. In case, however, of any wvote being taken prev-
ipusly to the examination of the Commissions by a Committee,
it is always clearly understood that the result of the vote may
possibly be altered through that examination.

List of Commissioners Read QOver.
8. After the Agsembly has heen constituted, the list of
Commissioners is read over, the attention of members being called
ta the list, and corrections invited.

Nomination of Moderator-Elect.
9. At every Ordinary Meeting of the General Assembly a
Moderator-elect shall be nominated, to take office after the
membership of the next Ordinary Meeting of Assembly has been

ascertained,
Committee 1o Arrange Business.

10.At the first session of the General Assembly, a Committee
for the arrangement of the business of the Assembly is appointed,
This Committee may meet at any period of any day during the
sittings, except while the Assembly is itself constituted, when
special permission must be obtaired; it reports from time to time
as occasion reqitires. If its reports be approved by the Assembly,
the business is arranged and intimated accordingly.
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Moderator-elect Bronght in and Occopies the Chair
apd Delivers an Address.

11. The Cencral Assembly having been constituted. and
its membership ascertained, the Moderator-etect in the meantimo
keing out of the House, the Stated Clerk of the Assembly, accom-
panied by one or two Senior Ministers and Elders, shall go out
of the House to bring in the Moderator-elect. He then comes in
accompanied by these brethren, and the retiring Moderator
standing gives to him the right hand of fellowship, and vacates
the Chair, which is immediately occupied by the clected Moderator,
who proceeds to deliver an address,

Openness ol Court.

12. The General Assembly is an open Court; but, when
the nature of business belorc it reguires it to do so. it may
ment within closed doors.

Committtee to Revise Commissions.

13. The Committec on Bills and Quertures may bo con-
stituted as a Committee rlso for revising the Commissions which
the Presbyteries have transmitied by their Clerks to the Stnted
Clerk of the General Assembly,

Papers to Assembly Through Committee on Bille and Overtures.

14.  All papers intended to be transmitted to the Assembly
through the Committee on Bills and Qvertures, shall be accom-
panied by a Pefilion to that Committee, in the name ol Lhe party
or parties transmitting, and that the Petition shall he transmitted
not later than on the day before the meeting of Assembly, with
a view to promote the greater despatch of business at the meet-
ing ol the Committee—it being understood that this order shall
nnt dispense with the attendance of parlies at that meeting.

-Devotional Exercises.

15, The Assembly may occcupy part of the afternvon diet
on the second day of the Assembly's sittings with devotional
exercises which are conducted not only hy the Moderator, but
by several Ministers, Probationers and Elders named by him.

Report of Committee on Commissions.

"16. When the Report of the Committee on Commissions
is taken wup, there 'may be sappeals or dissents and complaint
against any judgments of that Committee. Aflter receiving the
Repori, the Assembly hears the parties in anch appeals or com-
plaints in regular form, and sustains or rejects any particular
Commission, or the election of any particular Minister or Elder,
as it judges right, If the requisite certificate from & Church
Session on behalf of a Ruling Elder be not forthcoming when
the Commission is otherwise good, the Ruling Elder referred to
cannot take his seat as a member of Assembly, unti! the omission
be supplied; if the certificate ghall be afterwards produced his
name shall be added to the Rell.
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Procedure and Way of Clesing General Assembly.

. 17. Each sesston of the Assembly shall he opened and
closed with praver. And the whole business of the Assembly
being finished, and the vote taken for dissolving the present
Assembly, the Moderator shall say from the cheir: "By virtue
of the authority delegated to me, by the Church, let this Genersi
Assembly be dissolved, and T do hereby dissolve 12 and require
another General Assembly, chosen in the same meannrer. to meet

Bt 0 the s, day Of. L e .
AD. ... ;' after which he shall pray and return thanks,
and pronounce on those present the apostolic benediction.

Rules.

18, The rules as to Minutes, calling of Synod Records,
duties and qualifications of the Moderator, duties of the Clerk,
appointment and meeting of Committees, and receiving their
reports, ete., are, mutatis mutandis, the same as those of tha

Synod.
Travelling Expenses of Commissioners.

19.  Provision should be made by Preshyteries. for the pay-
ment of the travelling expenses of the Commissioners to the
General Assembly, ’

Allowance to Moderator, Salaries ta Clerks.

20. The sallowance to the Moderator for his expenses, as
well as the salaries {if any) to the Clerks, are proportioned to
what the Asemhly believes to be practically the amount of their
respective work and obligations.

Declaratory Acts.

21. It is in the power of the General Assembly to pass
Declaratory Acts. i.e. acts which declare what the Assembly
understands the law of the Church to be. Such an act may be
passed, without iransmission to Presbyteries, when it is generally
agreed that the declaration is in accordance with the old law
or practice. But if there be much difference of opinion on the
subject, and if the point enforced be new, in any considerable
measure, to the existing Ministers and Ruling Elders, before the
passing of such an Act, an Overture on the subject should bhe
iransmitted to Presbyteries, in terms of Section 5 of Chapter IV.

Dissents,

22, Afver any judgment has been come to by the General
Assembly, which has not been unanimous, a member who dis-
sents from it kas the same right of entering his dissent against
it which he has in an inferior Court., This dissent, in order to
be received, must be tendered immediately after the decision
bas been pronounced, and before the Assembly proceeds to any
other business. If the reasons for it be given along with it to
the Clerk, in writing, they are entered upon the Minute. But
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if they are not given in till afterwards, they are not so entered,
but are inserted in a separate Record of Dissents. When a dis-
sent has been tendered by a member immediately after the pro-
nouncing of the judgment dissented from, it is competent for
any other member or members who were present when it was
pronounced to intimate his or their adherence ta the dissent
at any subsequent diet of the Assembly's sittings. Put no one's
adherence can be received whe was. not so present.

Effect of Dissent.

23. The General Assembly being the Supreme Court of the
Church, there is no room for any other procedure apainst its
decisions except that of dissent with ressons. There is no room
for Complaint or Appeal. By dissenting with reasous a man
keeps his conscience clear from the responsibility of what he daes
not approve of. His appeal goes up to the Head of the Church
on high.

Mode of Executing Pecisions.

24. 'The General Assembly sometimes takes the whole busi-
ness of intimeting and executing its own judical sentences into
its own bands. Most frequently, however, it remits to the Pres-
bytery or Church session of the bounds to carry out its deter-
minations.

Extracts,

25. Although the Clerks of the Inferior Courts are not
allowed to give extracts without the special orders of those
Courts, but the Clerks of the Assembly, without any formal in-
structions, give extracts of deliverances to all parties who have
any kind of interest in those deliverances, on payment of a fee
fixed by the Assembly, for the extra labour of the Clerk. In a
very extraordinary case, the Clerk might think it requisite to
consult the Assembly or its Executive Commission, or the Com-
mittee on Assembly Arrangements., When the extracts are pre-
pared by the Assistant Clerk, they must be revised and signed
by the Stated or Chief Clerk who is responsible for the minutes.
No fees are charged for extracts required by Church Courts,
and Committees, but only in the case of individuals.

————

CHAPTER V.

CHURCH JUDICATORIES AND THEIR
JURISDICTION.

Preliminary Principles.

1. It is sbsolutely necessary that the governmeni of the
Church be exercised under some certain and definite form. And
we hold it to be expedient, and agreeable to Seripture =nd the
practice of the primitive Christians, that the Church be governed
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hy Congregational, Preshyterial, and Synodical Assembles, In
full consistency with this belief, we embrace, in the Spirit of
Charity, those Christians who differ (rom us, in opinion, or in
practice, on these subjects.

Five Courts,

2, There are five ecclesiastical judicatories in our Church
Government, namely ; The Church Session, The Deacons Court,
The Presbytery, The Synod, and The General Assembly,

Their Powers:,

3. These judicatories ought not to possess any civil juris-
diction, nor teo inflict any civil punishments. ‘Their power is
wholly moral or spiritual, and not only ministerial and declara-
live. They possess the right of requiring obedience to the laws
cf Christ; and of excluding the disobedient and disorderly from
the privileges of the Church, To give efficiency, however, to
this necessary and seriptural authority, they possess the powers
requisite [or obtaining evidence =nd inflicting censure, They
can call before them any offender aguinst the order and govern-
ment of the Church; they can require members of their own
society to appear and give testimony in the cause; but the highest
punishment to which this euthority extends, is to exclude the
contumacious and impenitent from the congregation of believers,

Their Chararter.

4. A Church Session lhias permanent exitience, tn as much
as its membership is no: subject to changse, vxcen: by the decens:
o transierence from the localily, or rosignation or dispossession
ef & Minister or of a Ruling Elder, or by the elcction and ad-
mission of additional Ruling Elders, on the ground that an
addition is required; a Deacons' Court is in precisely the same
position as a Church Session. A Presbytery is subject io greater
changes in its constituent elements, in as much as the representa-
tive Ruling Elders from Church Sessions are changed anreually.
A Bynod is in precisely the same position. Thus each of the
Infarior Judicatories has, in ordinary circumstances. a sulficient
amount of membership always remaining to praeserve it in exis-
tence, and even in action, at least to some effects. A General
Assembly differs from the Inferior Church Courts, in that, as 2
body, it has no permancnt existernce. Tmmediately after the
breaking up of one constitutional meeting of the Genera) Assembly,
at the conclusion of its successive diets, excspt when it hus
specially adjourned to meet at another time for the discharge
of its duties, no General Assembly continues to exist until an
other has becen elected by the freo choice of the Preshyteries,
The General Assembly. after the dlecharge of ite dutiss, Qissolves
irself. See Chapter TV, Section 17, Gencra! Assembly.

Way of Conducting Acticns for Qffence.

5. All actions for offence against Ministers must be initiated
in the Preshytery of which they nre members, And every action
judiciul or otherwise, which may have ground for the econsidera.
tion and determination of the Courts, will carry the conuse of
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whatsoever nature, in one of ‘the four sways provided in the Form
of Government (by meneral review, by reforence, by complaint,
or by appeal) in regular order from tha sourt where it is regularly
initiated, first to the next higher thes io the next. and finally
to the General Assembly, whinh is the coorl of last resort,  Any

deviation {rom (his arder is irregular,

No interierencc.

G, MNo Court can interfere svith the ovoper authority and
jurisdiction of another.

Criginat Trial,

7. The only cuurts which ean originaily try for offences
are the Church Scesion nnud the Preshytery, sncent i the ease of a
Mirister of a defunct Presbytory; then the Svind to swhich that
Preshytery belenged must insidte proceedings.

Preshytery, the Supeririendent, of Congregation and Bession,

8. The Presbytery can nonly supervise the a-tions and judg-
ments of the Church Session. It cannot take direct cognizance of
the affairs of the congregation, unless by the consent of the
Church Session, or in such cases as the Session and congregation
may, by mutual agreement, reler Lo the Presbytery for its action.

Synod to Review Records of the Preshytlery.

; nd

9. The Synod can properlty review only +ie actions
judgmenis oi e P.r...tl}u- sye At cennot toke cognirance o
of the actions and judgments of the Session, cxu?pt in case of
contest hetween a Session and Preshytery. and where, by mutunl
consent, the parties malic a reference of the matter in cuestian to
the Synoa.

Actions, Functions or Powers of the General Assembly.

10. The General Assembly, as an appellunt court, can lssue
and determine judicial cases, when repularly brought before it,
[rom the Jower courts; can determine all doctrinal gunestions;
can interpret the Constitution, decide controversies respecting
discipline, and give advice and instroction in all cases submitted
to it in conformity with the Constitution of the Church; and
it ean also overture the Fresbyteriez for Amendments 1o ihe
Constitution or Organic law cf the whole Church. But its de-
cisions are of no force Lo establish any new law, and can only
be employed as precedonts for {uture guidance.

The Preshylery.
11, The taw making power is the Preshytery onlv,
Court and Constitotion,

12, No court of our Church has any legitimate functions
save those which either expressly or by clear implication, the
Constitution confers.



Advisery and Authoritative Funciions of the General Assemb y.

13, The disciplinary functions of the General Assembly ars
of two kinds, Advisory and Authoritative; the Advisory function
of the Ceneral Assembly is of very wide scope.  According to
the Form of Government, it has the power of reproving, warning.
or bearing testimony against error i: doctrine. or immorality in
practice in any Church, Presbyiery, ar Sinod. and of recommend-
ing reformation of manners through all the Churches under its
cure, The Authoritstive functions of the Cevcral Assewmnbly, ov it
power of discipline, can only be cwercised in the forms and
methods marked out in the Constitution. I i3 by no means
co-extensive with its testifying power. As counsc! has only o
moral force, the manner in which it shall be put forth is lelt Lo
the discretion of the General Assembly, Not so with discipling;
concerning, as it does. the dearest rights and interests, it is of
the highest importance that the rande of its exercise should be
particilarly prescribed  So we find it in our Form of Covern-
ment. BEvory sten is distinctly set forth, snd the greatest care
taken to goard all concerned epainst mistake and abuse.

Assembly Not to {ommenze a Process.

14, The General Assembly has no power o commence a
process of discipline with an individnal offender. That belongs
to the Session in the case of a layman, and to the Preshytery in
the case of 2 Minister. 'The disciplinary funetion of the General
Assembly as to individuals is simply appellate and revisionary.
It is not the court of the &irst, but of last resort.

By General Review and Control, Lower Conrty way be Reached.

15, In the way of General Review and Control, i can reach
directly only the Court next below, ie the Synod. Indirectly,
indecd, the deings of other bodics may be iovolved, A session
may greatly neglect discipline, foir ezample, and the recorded
indication or the common fame thereof mav rnct be praperiy
heeded by the Presbytery., The {ruil of this heedlessness, or the
evidence of it in the Presbyterial records, may call forth no
appropriate action on the part of the Synod; and this may be
brought by the Synodical Records, or by generul rumour, to the
knowledge of the Assembly. On the grourid of either the record
or the rumour, the Assembly may cite the Synod before it. Thus
mediately may even a Session be reached, but not directly

CHAPTER V]|,

GENERAL RULES FOR JUDICATORIES.

Obtaining the Flcor.

I. Before a member can make a rrotion. or address the
judicatory, it is necessary that he should obtain the floor, ie.
he must rise after the floor has been vielded, and address the
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Moderatar. thus. "Mr. Moderator.” I & mombhber rises hefore tha
Hoor has been yielded, or is standing at the time, he canne:
obtair the floar, provided anyone else rises aftorwards and ard-
dresses the chair. It is out of order to be standing when another
has the floor. ~nd the one guilty of this violation of the rules
cannot claim e row o as he dikd no! rise alter the floor
had been wviclded,

Vha: Precades Debate.

2. Befors anw subject is open to debate i1 1s necersary, first,
tirat a motion Lz ovede by a member who has cbtained the Noor:
second, that it F» sseonded (with certain exceptiong); and third.
that it be stated by the cheir, that is, by the Moderator.  The
[act that a mo'ien hogs heen made and seconded dous not put it
bhefore he judiratory, as the chair alone cun do that, He must
either rale ¥ cut of order. or state the stion en it so that
the Court mav Snow what is before it for consideration and action.

One Motion at a Time; Modifications Allowable.

3. While no wibate or other motion is in arder after o
motion s made, s stated or raled out of order by the
vhair, yet membars mav sugzest modifications of the molion.
and the mover. withou* the cormsent of the seconder, has the
right to make such modifications as he pleasss, or even to with-
draw his motion entirelv before tha chair states the guestion.
Afer it is staled by the chair he can do neither witbout the con-
sent of the judicatorv. When the mover modifies his motion the
ane who seconded it has a right to withdraw his second.

i

Chairman of Committee.

4. The person first named on anv Commitiee shall be con-
sidered as the Chuairman thereof, whose duty it shall be io con-
vene the Committee; and, in case of his abscnee or inability to
act, the second named member shall take his place and perform
hiz duties.

Unfinished Business.

5. Businees left unfinished at the last sitting is ordinarily
1o be takoen up first,

Division of a Molion.

G, I a moiion under debate contains seseral parts, any two
members may have it divided, and a guestion {aken on vach part,

Motiens 1o he Put Without Debate,

T, Motions to Jay on the table, to take up business, to
adjourn, and the call for the previous question, shall he put with-
out debate, but it shall not be in order for any onc debating
anpther motion to propose the motion to lay on the table or the
previous question, at the close of his remarks, unless ho shall
ohtain the floor again far ithat purpose. On questions of order,
postponement, or commitment. each member may spealk onee or
twice, but not oftener. without express leave of the judicatory,

Mgctions that are Receivable at Aoy Time.

8. When a guestion is wnder debate, no melios shall be
received, unless to adjourn, to lay on the table, to postpone in-
definitely, to postpone to a day cerlain, to commit, or to amend:
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which several motions shall have precedence in the order in
which they are herein arranged, and the motion for adjournment

shall always be in order.

Amendments.

9. An amendment, and also an amendment to an amend-
ment, may be moved on any motion; but a motion, to amend
an amendment to an amendment, shall not be in order. Action
on amendments shall precede action on the original motion, A
substitute shall be treated as an amendment.

Reconsideration of a Question.

10. A question shall not be again called up or reconsidered
at the same sessions of the judicatory st which it has been
decided, unless by the consent of two-thirds of the members
who were present at the decision; and unless the motion to
reconsider be made and seconded, by persons whoe voted with
the majority.

All Members to Vote.

11. Members ought not, without weighty reasons, to decline
voting as this practice might leave the decision of very interest-
ing questions to a small proportion of the judicatory. Silent
members, unless exeused from voting, must be considered as
acquiescing with the majority. :

Indulgence in Personal Reflections Not Allowed.
12. No member, in the course of debate, shall be aliowed 10
indulge in personal reflections.

Great Respect Needed When Speaking.

13. Every member, when speaking, shall treat his felow-
members, and especially the Moderator, with decorum, and re-
spect. In the discussion of all matters where the sentiment of
the House is divided, it is proper that the Soor should he occupied
alternately by those representing the different sides of the ques-
1ion.

No Interruption.

14, No speaker shall be interrupted, unless he be out of
order: or ftor the purpose of correcting mistakes, or misrepre-
sentations.

Silence During Biisiness.

15. Withoul express permission, no member of a judiecatory,
while business is going on, shall engape in privaie conversation;
nor shall members address one another, nor any person present,
but through the Moderator.

Members 1o Maintain Great Gravity and Dignity.

16. 1t is indispensible, that members of ecclesiastical judica-
tories maintain great gravity and dignity while judicially con-
vened; that they attend closely in #heir speeches to the subject
under consideration, and avoid prolix and desultory harangucs;
and, when they deviate from the subject, it is the privilege of
any member, and the duty of the Moderator, to call them to
order. If any mercber act, in any respect, in a disorderly manoer,
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it shall be the privilege of any member, and the duty of the
Moderator, to call him to ardsv.

Presence ol Al Members Necessary.
17. No member shall retire from any judicatory without the
leave of the Moderator, nor withdraw from it to return home
without the consent of the judicatory.

Private and Interlocutory Meelings.

18. Al judicatories have a right io sit in private. on busi-
ness, which in their judgment ought not to be matter of public
speculation,  Besides the right to sit judicially in vprivate, when-
ever thev think proper to do sn, all judicatories have a right to
hold what are commoniy caled *Interlocutory Meetings.” in which
meinbers may freely converse fogether, without tho formalities
which are usually, necessary in judicial proceedings.

Members of a Judicatory as Judges of a Court of Jesus Christ.

19. Whenever a judieatory is about to sit in a Jjudieial
capacity, it shall be the duty of the Moderator solemnly to
announce, fram the chair, that the body is about to pass to the
consideration of the business asigned for irial, and to enjoin on
the members to recolleet and regard their high character as
judges of a court of Jesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which
they are about to act.

When the Moderator is to Vote,

20. When a vote is taken by ballot in anv judicatory. the
Moderator shall vote with the other members, but he shall not
vote in any other case, unless the judicatory be equally divided;
when, if be do not choose to vote, the question shall be lost.

Functiens of the Moderator.

21, Tt shall be the duty of the Moderator, at all times, to
preserve order, to keep notes of the several articles of business
which may be asigned for particular days, and call them up at
the time appointed. The Moderator shall spealk on points of
order, in preference to other members, and shail decide questions
of order, subject to an appeal to the judicatory by any two
members.

LICENSING CANDIDATES OR PROBATIONERS
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL.

‘Presbytery has Power to Licence and Ordain.
1. The powers of licensing candidates or probationers to
preach the Gospel and onlaining Ministers bhelongs to the Fres-
bytery. The Holy Seriptures demand that some trial be previously
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had of them who are to be ordained to the ministry of the
Gospel, in order that this holy office may not be degraded by
being committed to weak and unworthy men: and in order that
the churches may have an opportunity to form a better judgment
respecting the talents of those by whom they are to be instructed
and governed. For this purpose Presbyteries shall licence
candidates to preach the Gospel, that, after a competent trial of
their talents and receiving from the churches a good report, they
may, in due time, ordain them to the sacred office, after
approval by Assembly,
Trials,

2, Lvery candidate for licensure shall be taken on trial by
that Presbytery to which he belongs.

Testimonials of Goed Character.

3. It is proper and necessary that candidates applying to
the Presbytery 1o be licensed to preach the Gospel, produce
satisfactory testimonials of their good wmoral character, and of
being regular members of our Church. It is the duty of the
Prosbytery, to examine them respecting their experimental
acqguaintance with religion, and the motives which influenced
them to desire the sacred office.  This examination shall be close
and particular, and, in most cases, may best be conducted in the
presence of the Presbytery only. The candidates are required to
produce authentic testimonials that they have gone through a

regular course of training.
Examination.

4, It is reproachful to religion, and dangerous to the
Church to commit the ministry, to ignorant men. The Presbytery
therefore, shall examine each candidate as to his knowledge of
Theology, natural and revealed; Ecclesiastiiez]l Histary, Sacraments,

and Church Government.

Necessity oi Studying Divinity,

5. No candidate shall be recommended to hbe licensed,
unless, after his having completed the usual course of (prescribed)
studies, he shall have studied divinity three years; and no
candidate shall receive licence to preach wunless he has been
under the care of the Presbytery for one year, except, in exira-
ordinary cases and consent of two-thirds of the members of the
Presbytery present.

Licensing the Candidate Afier Satisiaction.

6. If the Presbytery be satisfied with his trials, it shail then
proceed to licence him in the following manner: The Moderator
shall prupose to him the following guestions :

{1} Do you believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments to be the word of God, the only infallible rule
of faith and practice ?

{2} Do you sincerely receive and adopt the confession of faith
of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Seriptures?
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(3) Do you promise to study the peace, unity, and purity of
this Church ?

(4} Do you promise to submit yourself, in the Lord, to the
Government of this Presbytery, or of any other Presbytery
in the bounds of which you may be catled ?

Moderator Addresses the Candidate.

7. The candidate having answered these questions in tha
affirmative, and the Moderator having offered vp a prayer suitable
to the occasion. be shall address himself to the candidate to the
following purpose :—

“In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the
authority which He hath given to the Church for its edifica-
tion, we do licence you to preach the Gospel wherever God
in His providence may call you; and for this purpose, may
the blessing of God rest upon you, and the Spirit of Christ
fill your heart—Amen.”

And the record shall be made of the licensure in the following
form, viz., At........ ... ... . the . ... _ day of ... .
ihe Preshytery of . . having received testimonials
in favour of._ . . _.of his having
gone through a regular course uf hhmturc of his good moral
character; and of his being in the communion of the Church,
proceeded to iake the usual parts of trial for his licensure; and
he having given satisfaction as to his accomplishments in Titer-
aturc, a5 to his experimental acquaintance with religion; and
as to his proficiency in Divinity and other studies; the Preshytery
did, and hercby do, express their approbation of all these purts
of trial: and he having adopted the confessiom of fuith of this
Church, and satisfactorily answered the guestions appointed to
be put to candidates to be licensed; the Preshyvtery did. and
hereby do licence him, the said._.._..._ .. _to
preach the CGospel of Christ. as a Probationer for the Hr:]y Mmu-
try, within the bounds of this Presbytery, or wherever else he
shall be orderly called.

A Candidate Leaving His Presbytery.

8, When any Candidate for Ligensure shall have ocrasion,
while his trials are going on, to remove from the bounds of his
own Presbytery, into those of another, it shall be considered as
regular for the latter Presbytery, on his producing proper testi-
monials from the former, to take up his trials at the point at
which they were left, and conduct them to a conclusion, in the
same manner as if they had been commenced by themselves.

A Candidate Removing Without the Limits of His Presbytery,

9. In like manner, when any Candidate alter licensure, shall,
by the permission of hizs Presbytery, remove without its limits,
an extract of the record of this licensure, accompanied with u
FPresbyterial Recommendation, signed by the Clerk, shall be his
testimonials to the Presbytery under whose care he shall come.
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Licentiate not a Constituent Member of Preshytery.

10, A licentiate is not a constituent member of Presbytery,
and hy virtue of his licence, he has no authority to deliberate
and vote in the body, or to administer the Sacraments, or 1o
perform the rite of marriage.

Recalling of Licence.

11. When a Jicentiate shall have been preaching for a
considerable time, and his services do not appear to be edifying
to the Churches, the Presbytery may, recall his licence, if they
think proper.

CHAPTER V.

ELECTION AND ORDINATION OF BISHOPS
OR PASTORS, AND EVANGELISTS.

Importance of the Pastoral Office.

1. The pastoral office is the first in the Church, both for
dignity and usefulness. The person who fills this office, hath,
in Scripture, obtained different names expressive of his various
duties :

(1) As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is termed
Bishop.—e.g. Acts 20 : 28.

{2} As he feeds them with spiritual feod, he is termed Pastor —
e.g. Jer, 3 : 15, alsa I Peter 5@ 2, 3, 4,

(3} As he serves Christ in His Church he is termed Minjister.—
eg. 1 Cor. 4:1, and 1l Cor. 3 : 6.

{4) As it is his duty to be grave and prudent, and an example
of the flock, and to govern well in the house and kingdom
of Christ, he is termed Presbyter or Elder.—e.p. [ Peter
5:1; also Titus 1 : 5 I Tim. 5 :1, 17, 19.

{5) As he is the messeeger of God, he is termed the angel of
the Church.—e.g. Rev, 2 :1; 1:20; 3:1 apd 7; Mal
2: 7T

(6) As he is sent to declare the will of God to sinners, and
to beseech them to be reconciled to God through Christ,
he is termed Ambassador.—e.g. Il Cor. 5 : 20; Eph. 6 : 20,

(7) Atd, as he dispenses the manifeld grace of God, and the
ordinances instituted by Christ, he is termed Steward of
the mysteries of God.—e.g. Luke 12: 42; I Cor. 4 : 1 and 2.

Election of Pastor,

2. The election and calling of a Pastor for any congregation
belong, in the Presbyterien Church of Africa, to the members
of the congregation in ful! communion; the mode of election and
calling being subject to the regulation of the Church Courts.

Persons Qualified for Office of Pasior.

3. All persons who have been admitted to the status of

Ministers mpd Probationers of this Church, and have not lost
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that stztus. whether they hold any pastoral charge or not,
provided no special limitation as to the acceptance of calls has
been attached by the General Assembly to iheir ordination. are
admissible. for office of Pastor.

Congregation Calling a Pastor,

4, When any Frobationer shall have preached so much
the satislaction of any congregation. as that the people appear
prepared o eall a Pastor, the Church Session shall convene them
for this purpose:; and it shall always bz a duty of the seasiun
to vonvene them, when a wmajority of the persons entitled to
vote in the case. shalll by o petition, request thalt a mecting
may be called,

Announcement io the Congregation.

3. On a S‘mda} immediately after public warship, it shall
he announced from the pulpil, that all members of that congrega-
tion are reguested to MEEt O L i SnsuIng,
at the Church. then and there, il it be agreeab!e to them to
provesd to the election of a8 Pastor for that congregation.

Sermon and Taking of Votes.

6. The Moderator, on the day appointed, shall, if it be ex-
pedient, preach a sermon; and atter sermon he shall ‘unnounce
to the people. that he will at once proceed to take the vales of
the electurs of the congregation for a Pastor; if it be their
desire; and when this desive shall be expressed by a majority
ol voices, hoe shall then proceed to take vores accordingly.

Those Not to Vaole,

No persun shall be entitled to vote in this election, whe
refuses ta submit to the censures of the Church, or who does
not contribute his just proportion, according to his own engage-
ments to the rules of that congregation, to all its necessary
cxXpenses,

Minority.
7. The vote having been taken, and it sppear tnat a large
minerity of the congregation is against the candidate who has a
majority of votes, and cannot be prevailed to concur in the call,
the Moderator shall endeavour to persuade the congregation from
prasecuting it further,

Rights of Majority.

But if the wajority shall insist upon its right to eall a Paster,
then the Moderator shall proceed to draw a call, in due form,

Subseription of Call,
and to have it subscribed by the eleclors: certifying at the same
time, the number of thase whn do not concur in the call, These
proceadings shall be brought hefore the Preshytery, together with
the call.
Form of Call.

8. The call shall be in the following [orm: The congrega-
tion of ... ... .being, on sufficient grmmdn well
satisfied of the 'mm;imml qualifications of you. e e e
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and having good hopes, from our past cxperience of your labours,
that your ministrations in the Gospel will be profitable to our
spiritual interests, do carnestly call and desire you to undertake
the pastoral office in said congregation; pramising you, in the dis-
charge of your duty, all proper support, encouragement, and obed-
ience 1n the Lord. Tn order that you may be free from worldly
carcs and avocations, we hereby promise and oblige cursclves to
pay you the sum of. ... in regular monthly or quarterly
payments, during the time of your being and contlinuing the
regular Pastor of this Church. In testimony whereof, we have
respectively subseribed our names, this......... .. .. ___ day ol
Attested by A.B., Moderator of the meeting.
Call to a Minister or Probationer and its Acceptance.

%. When a call shall be prescnted either to a Minister or a
Probationer, it shall always be viewed as a petilion from the
peaple for his instaliment. The acceptance af a call, either by a
Minister or a Candidale, shall always be considered as a request,
on his part, to be installed. And when a Candidate shall be
orduined in consequence of a call [rom any congregation, the
Presbytery shall, at the same time, instal him Pastor of that
congregation,

Call Lo be Presented to Presbytery.

10. The call shall be presented io the Presbylery under
whose jurisdiction the Minister or Candidate called shall be; so
that, if the Preshytery think it expedient to present it to him,
it may be, accordingly, prescnted; and ne Minister or Candidate
shall accept or receive a call except through the hands of Pres-
bytery. No change shall be effected in the amount of salary
stipulated or agreed upon in the call withoui the eonsent of the
Presbytery, unless Pastor and Deuncons’ Court agree thereto; and
only the Deacons’ Court, regularly assembled, shall have power
to bring such a question to the attention of Presbytery.

Calling a Licentiate of Another Presbytery,

11. A call to a licentiate of another Presbytery, in this caco
the commissioners authorised to prosecute the call, shall, under
all circumstances, produce to that Presbytery, a certifieate from
their own Presbytery, regularly attested by the Moderator and
Clerk, that the call has been laid before them, and that it is in
order. If that Presbytery present the call to him, and he accepts
it, he shall repair to that Preshytery into the bounds of which
he is called and submit himsel to the usual trials preparatory to
ordination.

Trials for Ovdinalion in Another FPresbytery.

10. Trials for ordination in a different Presbytery from that
in which the Probationer was licensed, shall consist of a search-
ing examination as to his acquuintance with Experimental Religion,
as {6 his knowledge of Theology, Ecclesiastical History, and such
other branches of learning as to the Presbytery may appear
necesgary; and as to his knowledge of the Constitution, the rules
and principles of government and discipline of the Church; to-
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gether with such written discourse or discourses, founded on the
word of God, as it shall seem proper to the Presbytery. The Pres-
bytery, being fully satisfied with his qualitfications for the sacred
oflice, shall fix a day for his ordination, which ought to he in the
Church of which he is to be a Pastor. The Preshytery shall
always see to it that the congregation is informed of this fact
before it is done.
Ordination—What It Is,

13. It is the solemn setting apart of a person to some public
Church office; it is the act of A Presbytery. Esery Minister o
the word is to be ordainced by imposition of hands., and prayer,
with fasting, by those preaching Presbyters to whom it doth
belong. It is agreeable to the word of God. and very expudient.
that sieh 25 are Lo be ordained Ministers, be designed to some
particular Church, or their Ministerial charpge. Ilo that is e
be ordained Minister. must be duly gualiied. both [or life aned
Ministerial abilities, according to the rules of the Appostle 1 Tim.,
3 : 21, He is to be evamined nnd spproved by *hose by wchom
he is to be ordained. No man is to be ordained a hlinister fov
a particular congregation. il they of that congregation van shov
just cause of exception against him., Preaching Preshyters orderi:
associated, either in cities or neighbouring villages, are thoso t-
whom the imposition of hands deth apperiain, for theose oon-
gregations within their bounds respectively.  In extraordinary
rases. something  cxtranrdinary mny be done. until a  settled
order of things max be had yet keeping as near as possible
may be to the rule (2 Cheon, 29 @ 34). No man ought 1n take
upon himself the ofhee of o Minister of the word without o laee
ful calling i.John 3 @ 271,

Ohjections at Last Stage.

14. At the time namoed in the edict, the Presbylery, hoving
been comnstituted, call [or the report of the Ministor who was
deputed to serve the edict. to ascertain if it has been duly scrved,
and whether any objertions were raised. Anv objecticns at this
last stage must be substantiated tmmediately to the satisfaction
of the Preshvtery; substantinted ohjections would arrest procedure.
When no objections are given in, or when they cannot he proved
instanter, it is the duty of the Preshytery to proceed with the
ordiration and induction, or with the inductinn wlone. according
to appointment,

Day of Ordination,

15, The set day for ordination being come, and the Pres-
byvtery met, a Minister of the Preshytery, appeinted to that duty,
shall preach a sermon suitable Lo Lthe occasion. and aftersards
shall briefly narrate from the pulpit, in the hearing of the
peunle. the slops taken by the Preshyiery preparatory o this
transaction;  he shall show the nature and bmportance ot the
ordinans and hmpress the people with a proper sense of the
solemnity of fthe transaction.  Theno addrossing the candidnte,
he shall propossz 1o him the following questions. viz.:

{1) Do wou believe the Soriptures of the Old and Now Tostrh-
ments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule ot
faith and peactiwee?




(2) Do you approve of the governmount and discipline of the
Prizhylerian Chureh of Africa;

{(3) Do you promise subjection to your brvethres in the TLord?

(4) Have you been induced, as far as you know your heant,
to seel the office of the Holy Ministry from love to God,
and a sincere desire to pramote His glory in the gospe!
of His Son®?

(3) Do you promise to he zealpus and faithful in maintaining
the truths of the gospel, and the purity and peace of
the Church, whatever persecution and opposition may
arise unto you on that account?

{6) Do you engage to he faithful and diligent in the exercisc
of your private and personal duties, which become you
as a Christian and a Minister of the gospelr  as well as
in all your relative duties, and the publie duties of your
office; endeavouring to adorn the prolession of the gospel
by your conversation and walking with exemplary piety
hofore the Dock over which CGod shall make vou overseser ?

(1) Are you willing to take the charge of ihis congregation,
agreeably to wvour declaration at accepting their call?
And do you promise to discharge the duties of a Pastor
to them, as God shall give you strongth ?

Questicns to be Proposed to the People or Congregation.

16. The candidate having snswered these questions affirma-
tively, the presiding Minister shuall propose to the people the
following questions :

(1) Do you, the people of this congregation, continue lo pro-
fess to receive whom you have ealled to he your Pastor?

(2} Do you promise to raceive the word of truth from his
mouth, with meekness and love; and to submit te him in
the due exercise of discipline?

{3) Do you promise to encourage Mm in his arduous labour,
and to assist his endeavours for your insiruction and
spiritual edification ?

{4) And do yow engage to continue to him, while he is your
Pastar, that competent worldly maintenance which you
have promised; and whatever else you may see neadful
for the honour of religien, and his eomfort among you ?

After this the Candidate shall then sign the Formula, in the
presence of the congregation.

The Laying of Hands of Preshytery.

17. The people having answered these questions affirama-
tively, by holding up their right hands, and the Formula having
been signed, the Candidate, if a Probationer, shall kneel down in
the most convenient part of the Church. Then the presiding
Minister, having come down from the pulpit, shall, by prayer,
and with the laying on of the hands of the Preshytery. according
to the Appostolic example, solemnly ordain him 1o the Holy Office
of the Gospel Ministry. Tt is the practice for all Ministers present
to stand around the candidate and lay their hands on his head.
Prayer being ended, he shall rise from his knees; and the pre-
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siding Minister shall first, and afterwards all the members of
the Presbytery in their order. take him by the right hand, saying.
"We give you the right hand ol fellowship, to take part of this
Ministry with us)' Therealter the Moderator returns to the
pulpit. In the case of a previously ordained Minister, the Moder-
ator does not leave the pulpit, except to give the right hand of
fellowship; but, immediately after obtaining satisfactory answers
to the questions. and after the signature of the Formuia, he
receives and admiits the Minister to the Pastoral Charge. It is
usual for the admission, in this case, to be preceeded or [ollowed
by prayer. Then the presiding Minister, or some other appointer
fur the purpose, shall give a solemn charge in the name of Cod.
to the newly ordained bishop, and to the people, to prrsevers
in the discharge of their mutual duties; and shall then, by praver,
recoromend them both to the Grace of God. and his holy keeping.
and finally, after singing a psalm. shall dismiss the congregation
with the usual blessing. And the Preshytery shall duly record
the transaciion. At the close of public worship the people have
an opportunity of welcoming their Minister on retliring from the
Church. Thereafter hiz name is added to the roll hefore the
adjournment of the Preshytery.

Intimation to Other Preshytery.

18 It is the duly of a Preshytery, after mducting to =n
charge within their hounds the Minister of a charge under the
jurisdiction of another Presbytery, to give immediate intimation
through their Clerk to that Presbytery, that the induction has
taken place,

Evaugelist,

19. As it is sometimes desirable and important that =
candidate who has not received a call to be the Pastor af a
particular congregation. should. nevertheless, be ordained to tha
work of the Gospel Ministry, as an Evangelist to preach the
gospel, and administer scaling ordinances, and organise churches,
in destitute or frontier places; in this case, the last of the prerecd-
ing questions shall be omitted, and the following uscd as a sub-
stitute - —

Are you now willing to undertake the work of an
Evangelist: and do you promise to discharge the duties which
may be incumbent on you in this character as God shall give
vou strength ?

Ministers of Other Denominations Applyving to Preshytery.

20, Ministers connected with other denominations applving
for membership in a Presbytery, shall submit satisfactory evidense
ol possessing the qualifications of character and scholarship re-
quired of candidates and liventiates of this Church: shall be
examined in Theology, and in the discretion of Presbyvtery. in
other subjects, and shall answer affirmatively questions 1—G6,
contained in Scetion 15 of Chapier 8,
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CHAPTER X,

ELECTION AND ORDIMATION OF RULING
ELDERS AND DEACONS,

. Ruling Elders.

1. Ruling Elders are properly the representatives of the
people, chosen by them for the purpose of exercising government
and discipline, in conjunciion with Pastors or Ministers. This
office has been understood, by a great part of the Protestant Re-
formed Churches. to be designated in the Holy Scriptures, by the
title of povernments; and of those who rule well, but do not
labour in the word and doctrine.

Deacons.
2, Deacons are clearly pointed out by the Scriptures =s
distinct officers in the Church, whose business it is to take care
of the poor, and to distribute among them the collections
which may be raised for their use. To them also may be properly
cormmitted the management of the temporal affairs of the Church,

Theiy Election,

4. Every congregation shall elect persons to the office of
Ruling Elder and to the office of Deacon, or either of them, in
the mode most approved and in use in that congregation, Byt
in all cases the pervons elected must be male members in full
communion in the church in which they arc to exercise their
ofiice,

Elder by 7irtee of his Elestion, a Member of Session.

4. The Ruling Elder is, by virtue of his election and ordina-
tion, @ member of the Church Session of the particular congregu-
tion by which he is chosen, and as such is entitled to all the
rights, privileges, and honours, as well as liable to all the respon-
eibilities and duties which are prescribed for the members of a
Session.

Deacon Not a Member.

5. 'The Deacon has no part in the spiritual government and
discipline of the Church, and cannot be a member, by virtue of
his offlee, of the Church Session.

Ordination of Elder or Deacon.

6. When a person shall have been elected to either of
these offices, and shall have declared his wiilingness to accept
therzof, he shall be set apart in the following manner :

After sermon, the Minister shall state, in a concise manner,
the warrant and nature of the office of Ruling Elder or Deacon,
together with the charaeter proper to be sustained and the dutjes
to be fulfilled by the officers elect; having done this, he shall
propose to the candidate, in the presence of the congregation, the
following questions, viz.:
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(1) Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testamants to be the Word of God, the only infallible
rule of faith and practh

(2) Do you sincerely reccive and adopt the Confession of
Faith of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures?

(3 Do you approve of 1the government and dised
Presbyterian Church of Africa?

(‘1) Do you accept the oiice of Ruling Elder {or Deaconi in
this congregation, and promisc faithfully to perform all
the duties thereol T

{5} Do you promise to stvdy the pearne, unity, and puriiy
of the Church?

(8) Do you faithfully promise to ohey all the Church Courts?

nee of the

Address to Members.

7. The Elder or Deacon elect, baving answercd these ques-
tions in the aflirmative, the Minisier shall address to the wem-
bers of the Church the lollowing guestiions, via.

(1) Do wou, the members of this Church, ackno Jedae and
receive this brother as a Ru]i’w Elder (or Doarony, and
do vou promise Lo vield him all the honou“, ancourago-
menls and cbhedience tn the Lord, to wlhl MET
aceording to the word of Ged, and tae Coned
Church, entiiles him?

The members of the CThurch having answvered this question
in the allirmative, by holding ap their righs hands, tee Minister
shall proceerd to set apart the Candidate by prayer woothe offing
of Ruling Flder (or Dencon, as the case may bo), and shall give
to kim and to the congregation en exheriation ot tho
aocasion.  There is no mmposition of hards, but sl ring tha
prdination prayer, the Modoralor formal’s adrit: ar them
as member or members of the Chuvch Seseion MF‘ o tha
Spiritual Rule of the congregation. Trereafter. e =% oz thein
the right hand of [ellowship, in which he is falloved Fooall the
members of Session present. In the case of pariies formerly
ordained as Elder ¢r Deacon, the LToderator vuts the eusslions
to them, and alter receiving sabisfactory answors. admits them
at once to office, without the ordination prayer, altheugh the
exercise of special prayer is not prevented, in this connection.
When the congregation has retired, it is the duty of the Sassicn
to see that the newly admitted Blders or Deazons sign the
Formula and tale their seats as members of Session and Deacons’
Court, and that their names are addad to the roll,

9

When there is Session.

&, When there iz an cxisting Scssion, it is prower, that the
members of that body, at the elase of the service and in the face
of the wnffregdtiun take the newly orrdained Eldsr or Deacon by
the hand. saying in words to this purpose: “We give you the
right hand of {ellowship to take part of this office with us.” AR
members ol the Deacons’ Court. in case of @ Deuscon olect, shall
take the newly ordained Deacon, By the hand, saying those words
as set (orth above,



Offices are Perpetual,

9. The offices of Ruling Elder and Deacon are both per-

patual, and cannet be laid aside at pleasure.
Depasition.

10. No person can be divested of either office, but by de-
position.

Elder or Deacon Becoming Incapable ol Performing his Duties,

11. Yet an Elder or Deacon may becomc. by age or infirmity,
incapable of performing the dulies of his ollice;: or he may,
though chargeable with neither heresy nor immorality, become
unacceptable in his official character, to a majority of the con-
gregation to which he belongs. In either of these cases, he may,
as often happens with respect to a Minister, cease to be an
acting EMer or Deacon,

Session to Take Order,

12, Whenever a Ruling Elder or Deacon, from ecither of
these causes or (rom any other not inferring crimo, shall he io-
capable of serving the Church to edification, the Session shall take
order on the subject, and state the fact, together with the reasons
of it, on their records, provided always, that nothing of this kind
shall be done withoul concurrence of the individusl concerned
or in question, unless by the advice of Presbytery.

Elder or Deacon when Divested No Member of Court.

13. A Ruling Elder or Deacon who has in either of the
above modes been found incapable of performing his official
prerogatives, shall be an honorary member of our Church
Clourts while alive.

May be Re-elected,

11, An elder once divested of his official prerogratives, may
on good grounds, be recommended hy the Session to re-election
by the congregation, when he shall be re-installed, but not re-
ardained.

Elder Joining Another Church.

15. When an Elder is dismissed, at his own request, to join
another church, his certificate should be, “as a member and
Ruling Elder in good standing.” The Church to which he goes
may elect him to serve as an Elder over them, in which case he
must be installed, but not re-ordained.

Suspended Elder,

16. If an Elder be suspended [rom the communion of the
Church, he cannot be restored to the functions of his office, though
restored to the communion, without a special and express act of
the Bession, with the acquiescence of the Church.

Depogition and Excommunication. .

17. Deposition and excommunication are distinct things, not
necessarily comnected with each other. The former does not
include the latter.

Elder nf One Church hkas No Right in Another,
18. An Elder of one Church has no right to adjudicate in

another Church of which he is not a member, oven though he
should be invited by the Church to do so.
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Elder Not Member of Session Before Ordination.
19. An Elder is not a member of the Session, or competent
to sit in a judicial case before he is ordained.

CHAPTER X.

TRANSLATING, OR REMOVING A MINISTER
FROM ONE CHARGE TO ANOTHER.

Permission of Presbyiery Necessary.

1. Mo Bishop or Pastor shall be translated from one Church
to another, nor shall he receive any call for that purpose, but by
the permission of the Presbytery,

Church Cailing a Settled Minister.

2. Any Church, desiring to call a settled Minister from his
present charge, shall, by Commissioners properly authorised,
represent to the Presbytery the ground on which they plead his
removal, The Preshytery, having maturely considered their plea,
may, according as it appears more or less reasonahle, either re-
commend to them to desist from prosecuting the cull, or may
order it to be delivered to the Minister to whom it is directed.
It the parties be not prepared to have the matter issued at that
Presbytery, a written citation shall be given to the Minister and
his congregation, to appear before the Presbytery at their next
megting. This citation shall be read from the pulpit in that
Church, by a member of the Presbytery appointed for that pusr-
pase, immediately after public worship: g0 that at least two
Sabbaths shall intervene betwixt the citation and the meeting
of the Presbytery at which the cause of translation is to be
considered, 'The Presbytery being met, and having heard the
parties, shall, upon the whale view of the case, either continue
him in his former charge, or translate him, as they shall deesm
to be best for the peace and edification of the Church: or refer
the whole affair to the Synod at their next meeting, for their
advice and direction.

Congregation Within Limits of Another Preshytery, Calling
a Minister of Another Presbytery,

3, When the congregation calling any settled Minister is
within the limits of another Presbytery, that congregation shall
obtain leave from the Presbytery to which they belong, to apply
to the Presbytery of which he is 8 member, and that Presbytery,
having cited him and his congregation as before directed, shall pro-
ceed to hear and issve the cause. If they agree to the translation,
they shall release him from his present charge; and having given
him proper testimenials, shall require him to repair to that Preshy-
tery, within the bounds of which the congregation calling him
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lies, that the proper steps may be taken for his regular settlement
in that congregation; and the Presbytery to which the congrega-
tion belongs, having reccived an authenticated certificate of his
release, under the hand of the Clerk of that Presbytery, shall
proceed to install him in the congregation, as scon as convenient,
provided always, that no Bishop or Paster, shall be transluted
without his own consent previously ohtained.
Commissioners to Prosecute Tranmslation,

4. U the sustained call be to the ordained Pastor of a
congregution in anather Presbytery ol Presbyterian Church of
Afriea, the induction cannot be proceeded with until a indgment
hus been obtained in favour of the (lranslation, either from the
Presbytery within whose bounds that congregation is situnted, or
from the Superior Court which has jurisdiction over that Preshy-
tery.  In the case of every such ecall, the Presbytery immedintelv
alter sustaining it, or immediately aller knowing officially that
their judgment sustaining it has been afhirmed by the Superior
Court, proceed to commission certain of their members to prose-
cute the call. The Presbytlery also draw up Beagons of Translation
(to be signed by the Commissioners in the name of the Pres-
bytery), and instruct the Commissioners to (ransmil these in
writing to the other Preshytery, along with all needful documents
and minutes, of which the Claerk is instructed to Turnish certified
copies or extracts, with the exception of the call, which must
itsell be transmitted to the other Presbytery. The congregation
calling also appoint certain persons as their Commissioners, The
Commissioners of Lthe Presbytery are expected {o ascertain by
correspondence when the first ordinary meeting of the other
Presbytery will take place. When a Presbytery has susiained
a vall to a Minister having a charge the Prashytery Clerk should
forthwith send intimation of the fact to the Clerk of the Presby-
tery, to which the Minister belongs, who shall forward said
intimation to the Minister, and also to the Clerk of his Church
Session, and this intimation shall be sufficient warrant for
the Session taking steps to have the office bearers and con-
gregation represented at the first mesting ol Presbylery at which
the call is Iaid on the table, o that it may, if desired, be hnally
disposed of at that meeting. )

Froceeding in Translation Defore Another Preshytery.

&, Unless the procedure ahove indicated is adopted umothing
further is done by a Preshytery ol the Preshyterian Church ol
Africa, at the time when a call is brought before it, than io
summon all parties 1o a {uture meeting. The Commissioners and
the Minister called, if present, are summoned apud acta. The
Minister, if absent, cught to be specially and duly summoned in
writing, with intimation of the call addressed to him. The
Reasons of Translation, or a copy of them, certified by the Clerk
of their own Fresbytery, must be transmitted Lo the congregation
of which the Minister is Pastor, that they may reply to them,
if Lthey see cause. Rither the Minister himself, or some other
Minister, being & member of Preshytery, oupht to be instructed
1o intimate to that congregation that the call [rom the other
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congregation has been addressed to him, that it has been laid on
the Table of his Preshytery with Reasons of Translation, which
they will have an opportunity of considering, and that they are
hereby summoned to appear by their Commissioners at the bar
of the Preshytery to state any answers they may have to give
to the Reasons for Translation.

Calling of Parties Concerned.

6. The Presbytery having met, on the day and at the hour
appointed, all parties are called. The parties prosecuting the
Translation hold the same position as to opening the case and
the right of reply, which belongs to appelants and complainers
in cases from Church Sessions.

Minister Called Heard at Any Stage, etc.

The only peculiarities are that the Minister called is entitled
to be heard at any stage of the proceedings whatever, if hc
express a wish to that effect; and that he must be asked to
declare his mind immediately after the hearing of the other
parties at the bar has been concluded. After engaging in prayer,
the Preshytery decide, in the first instant, either that the trans-
lation is expedient, end that the cull ought to be presented to the
Minister; or that the Translation is not expedient, and that the
call ought not to be presented to him. If the decision be in the
affirmative, and there be no appeal or complaint, and if there-
after the Minister, acquiescing in the decision, accept the call,
the Presbytery then give formal judgment to the effect that they
agree to the Translation, and appoint the Minister to await in
that matter the orders of the other Presbytery.

Proceeding in Case of Complaint or Appeal.

7. I there be an appeal or camplaint intimated against a
decision in favour of a Translation, the Presbytery who have
come to that decision ought to instruct their Clerk to intimate
to the other Presbytery, through their Clerk, whether Reasons
of Appeal or Complaint have been lodged in due time or naot,
and also to intimate to them immediately the fact of the Appeal
or Complaint being otherwise fallen from, if that should occur
at any period afier the Reasons have been duly lodged.

Report of Commissioners.

8. The Commissioners of a Preshytery for the prosecution
af a Translation must report at the first ordinary meeting of their
own Preshytery, subsequent to that meeting of the Preshyterv
having jurisdiction over the Minister proposed to be iranslated,
at which a decision has been come o on the question of Trans-
lation, what the decision is, and whether it be appealed or
complained against or not. If the decision has been in favour
of the Translalion, and there is an appeal or complaint, with
Reasons, lodged in due time (of which the Presbytery prosecuting
the eall must hear from the Clerk of the other Presbytery). no
further step can be taken towards the induction until a judgment
on the Appenl or Complaint shall have been given by the
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Superior Court. But if it be certified to the Presbytery prosecu-
ting the call by the Clerk of the other Presbytery, that Reasons
of Appeal or Complaint have not been lodged in due time, or
that the Appeal or Complaint has been subsequently {allen
Irom, ar if the Superior Court shall, in due forin, have intimated
or causcd to be intimated to the Presbytery prosecuting the call,
that they have dismissed the Appeal or Complaint, and afirmed
the sentence in favour of Trapslation, then the Preshytery pro-
secuting the rall are placed in circumstances to enable them 1o
fix 2 day for the induction.

When Preshbytery is Adverse to Translation.

9. If the decision of the Preshytery having authority over
the Minister proposed to be Translated be adverse to the Trans-
lation, it is competent and usual for- the Commissioners of the
Preshytery prosccuting the Call to take an Appeal against the
decision, leaving it to their own Presbytery to detormine whether
the Appeal shali be prosecuted or fallen from. The Commissioners
in their report mention that they have done so, and also whether
any Appeal was taken by the congregation calling, and whether
any Dissent and Complaint were taken by any members of the
other Presbytery. H the meeting at which the report can bhe
made takes place within 10 days from the meeting of the other
Preshytery at swhich the decision has been given, the Commis-
sioners usually leave it to their Presbytery to authorise them
to lodge reasons of Appeal or not as the Presbytery may think
fit. If there be no meeting in time for this purpose, the Com-
missioners ought to lodge ressons, it being always in the power
ol the Presbytery to fall from the Appeal, and to intimate tc the
other Presbytery that they have done sg. The Presbytery come
to such judgment on the report of their Commissioners as they
think most expedient. If they contibpue to prosecute the Appeal,
or il the vongregation Calling continue fo prosecute an Appeal
on their own part, or if any member of the other Preshytery
continues to prosecute his Dissent or Complaint, ne firther step
toward the filling up of the vacancy can be taken until a decision
be attained from the Superior Court. But if the Presbytery [all
from their Appeal, and il no other Appeal and no complaint be
prosecuted, or il the Superior Court intimate that they have
affirmed the adverse decision, the Presbytery must intimate to
the congregation in due form the necessity of steps being taken
for a new election.

Call to Minister of Charge in Same Presbytery.

10, H a sustained call be to an ordained Pastor of a charge
within the bounds of the same Preshytery which has sustained
the call, the procedure is the same in principle with that adopted
in the case already detailed, except the necessity of Commissioners
from one Presbytery fo ancother. Due inlimation is given to the
Minmister called, and to his present congrepgation, as in the other
case,  Commissioners irom both congregations appear at the
bar of the Presbylery on the appeinted day.
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Installment Performed by Presbytery or a Committee.

1. When any Minister is to be settled in a congregation,
the installment, which consists in constituting a pastoral relation
between him and the people of that particular Church, may be
performed either by the Presbytery or by a Commiitee appointed
for that purpose, ss may appear most expedient, snd the follow-
ing order shall be observed therein. A day shall be appeinted
for the installment at such time as may appear most convenient,
and due notice thereof given to the congregation.

Scermon, Design of Meeting, ete.

10. When the Prashytery, or Committes, shall be convenad
and constituted, on the day appointed, a sermon shall be delivered
by someone of the members previously appointed thereto; immed-
iately after which, the Bishop who is to preside shall state to
the congregation the design of their meeting, and hriefly recite
the proceedings of the Presbytery relutive thereto; and then,
addressing the Minister to be installed, he shall propose to him
the following or similar questions :—

{1} Are you willing to take the charge of this congregation,
as their Pastor, agreeably to your declaration at accepting
their call ?

(2) Do you conscientiovsly believe and declare, as far as you
know your own heart, that in taking upon you this charge,
vou are influenced by a sincere desire to promote the
glory of God, and the good of Hjs Church?

{(3) Do yuu solemnly promisc, that, by the assistance of the
Grace of God, you will endeavour faithfully to discharge all
the dulies of a Pastor to this congregation, and will be
careful to maintain a deportment in sli respects becoming
a minister of the Gospel of Christ, agreeably to your
ordination engagements ?

Questions for the People,

All these questions having been satisfactorily answered, he
shall propose to the peopie the same or like questions as these
direcled under the head of Ordination, which, having been also
satisfactorily answered, by holding up the right hund in testimony
of assent, he shall solemnly prongunce and declare ihe said
Minister to be regularly constituted the Pastor of that congrega-
tion. A charge shal]l then be given to both parties, as directed
in the case of Ordinalion; end, after prayer and singing a psalm
adapted to the transaction, the congregation shall be dismissed
with the usval henediction,

Elders and Deacons and their Pastor.

13. Tt is highly becoming, that, after the solempity of the
installment, the heads of families of that congregation who uare
then present, or at least the Elders and Deacons, should come
forward to their Pastor, and give him their right hand, in token
of cordia! recepiion and afectionate regard.
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CHAPTEK Xi.

RESIGNING A PASTORAL CHARGE.

Minister Resigning Because of Grievances in his Congregation.

1. When any Minister shall labouwr under guch grivvances in
his congregation. as that he shall desive leave to resign his
pastoral charge, the Presbytery shall cite the congregativn o
appear, by their Commissioners. at their next meeting. to show
cause. if they have any, why the Presbytery should not accept
the resignation. TIf the congregation {ail to appear. or if their
reasons for retaining their Pastor be decmed hy the Presbytery
insufficient, he shall have leave granted 1o resign his pastoral
charge, of which due record shall be made: and that Church shall
he held to be vacant., il supplicd again. in an orderls manner,
with gnother minister.

Congregation Desiring to be Released from their Pastor.

And if any congregation shall desire {o be released from
their Pastur, a simitar process. muatatis mutandis, shall be ob-
served.

Minister Resigning Because of Age or Incapacity.

2. When any Minister shall resign his charge by reason of
age or incapacity for further labour, and the congregation shall
he moved by affectionate regard f{or his person and gratitude for
his Ministry among them, to desire that he should continue to
be associated with them in an honorary relation., they may, at
a regularly called mecting, elect him as Pastor emeritus. with or
without salary, but with no pastoral authority or duty. This action
shall he subject to the approval of Preshytery, and shall take
effect upon the formal dissolution of the pastoral relation.

Resignation of a Minister from Iil-health, Old Age, ete.

3. A Minister who wishes to resign his pastoral charge, from
ill-health. old age, or other civcumstances not affecting his minis-
terial choracter, must tender his resipnation to the Preshyiery
under whose jurisdiclion he is placed. The Presbylery. eithoer
when alone, or through a Committre, deal with him as to the
reasons of the proposed resignation, It is also reasonable thal
due notice should he given tu the congregation of what s in-
tended by their Pastor. If the Presbytery find the alleged reasons
unsatisfactory, or if any circumstance or fama be made known (o
them which requires investipation, they cannot accept of the
resignation until it be ascertained that there is no ground for
bringing their brother under the censures of the Church. But
il nothing objectionable appear with respect to his procedure, and
they find him continuing to be ronscientiously persuaded that it
is his duty to follow out his intention, it s their duty Lo accept
of his resignation, and to take immediate steps for declaring the
pastoral charge of his congregation vanani.
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Resignation to he Seni to the Clerk Within 10 Days,

A tendered resignation of his offlce by a Minister or Pastor
shall be addressed, in a legible writing, to the c¢lerk of the Pres-
bytery to which he belongs, at least 10 days before the regular
or ordinary meeting of the said Presbhytery. The reasons of his
resignation must he clearly and expressly stated in his letter of
resignation. The fact that a Minister has addressed a lotter of
resignation to his Presbytery does not necessarily mean that he
has resigned, until the Presbytery has accepted his resignation
and communicated to him, by their Clerk, the fact of such an
acceptance, The ounly legal or admigsable evidence, to the resign-
ing Minister, of the said acceptance, shall be a letter (in case of
his ahsence from the Presbytery) written to him by the Clerlk
of the Presbytery (ihe said Clerk heing authorised to do so by
his Presbytery), and legibly signed by him {(the Clerk;. In the
ahsence of the Stated Clerk, the Assistant Clerk, or any member
of the Presbytery, when authorised to do so, by the Preshytery,
may write such a letter.

Position of Emeriti Ministers,

4. Ministers who have thus retired from their charges are
accounted emeriti. They are not members of Presbhytery unless
expressly allowed to be so by a specific deliverance of the Gen-
eral Assemnbly; but they retsin their status, and may be employed
in any work belonging to that status which they are capable of
performing. The pecuniary arfangementis with relation to retired
Ministers who arc members of the Apged and Infirm Ministers’
Fund, may be best seen in the Rules of the said Fund.

Resignation does not Stop Charge.

5. A tendered resignation of his office by a Minister can
not stop pracedure of the charge against him: for, no resignation
can be accepted of, unless the Preshytery be aatisfied that no
charge, no scandal or heresy can be reasonably brought against
hira,

CHAPTER Xil.
FORMATION OF A PARTICULAR CHURCH.

Application to be Made to Nearest Presbytlery.

i. Whenever in any locality, not having an organised
Church, there shall be found a number of persons associated as
Christian believers and desirous to be organised into & Presbhy-
terian Church of Africa, they should make application to the
Presbytery within whose bounds they are located, for such
organisation,

Meeting to be Opened with Prayer.

2. When assembled for organisation the meeting shall be
opened with prayer by the Minister presiding, who shall then
proceed first to receive the certificates of Church-membership in
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other Churches., from those who are present, and next to receive
on a public profession of their faith any who may be judged
suitable after examination, anrd to baptise such as have never
been baptised.

Election of Officers: Elders,

3. The next step is to proveed to the election and ordina-
tion of Ruling Elders in conformity with the directions of our
form of government,

Deacons.

4. Deacons are to be elected and ordained in like manner

as in the case of Ruling FElders,

Admission into Membership.
5. At the organisation of every particular Church or congroga-
tion there should be adopted a form of admission to membership,
embracing articles of faith and a solemn covenan'.

Trustees not to Interfere with Elders’ and Deacons' Duties,

6. The trustees of a particular Church or congregation may
not infringe upon the authority and duty of the Session. or inter-
fere with the office and functions of the Deacons. Their power
is limited by the tenor of their trust, upon any violation of which,
recourse must be had, to the Preshytery, the Synod. and the
General Assembly, and finally, if requisite, to the legal tribunals,
by any member of congregation or of the Deacons’ Court,

Letters of Dismission.

7. When members of a particular Church in pood standing.
chunge their residence or desire for any other wvalid reason to
remove their membership to another Church, they are entitled
to letters of dismissal or removal; and when requested, it is the
duty of the Session promptly to prepare them.

Testimonials.

8. When members of a particular Church, in good standing
and repute, are about to go from i, on an uncertain destination,
it shall be the duty of the Session, when requested. to furnish
such members with letters of general credence or testimonials
of orderly Church membership, to all Christian people among
wheorm their lot may be cast.

Removal Certificate Needed.

9. Whoen any Church member shall remove {rom one Church
or congregation to another, he is to be admitted upon certificate,
as before provided, unless the Church Session by which he is to
be recrived has other satislactory means of information.

Persons Negleeting to Ask for Testimonials.

1@, When porsons so removing neglect for a considerable
time to apply for testimonials of removal, the Session, unless it
has relinble information of more recent date, shall testify to
their character only up to the time of their removal.
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Certificate Not Valid After a Year.
11. No certificate of Church membership shall he wvalid, if
it be not presented within one year from its date, except when
there has been no opportunity for prsenting it.

Satisfactory Evidence of Piety Needed.

12. When unbaptised persons are to be received into Church
membership, they must give to the Session of the Church satis-
factory evidence of piety, and on assenting io the articles of
faith, \they must be baptised in the presence of the Assembly.

Baptised Children of the Church.

13. The baptised children of the Church hecame members
in full communion by assenting to the articles of faith and the
covenant. The time and fitness of such children for admission,
to be determined by the Session,

Member Amenable to his Particular Church.

14. A Church member is always amenable to the discipline
of that particular Church of which he has become a member by
examination and the public profession of his faith or by certificate
from another Church,

Ordinances in a Particular Church.

15. The ordinances of a particular Church, which is regul-
arly constituted with its proper officers are prayer, singing praises
to God, reading, expounding and preaching His Word, administer-
ing baptism and the Lord's Supper, public solemn fasting and
thanksgiving, Catechising, making collections for the poor and
other pious purposes, exercising discipline, and blessing the people.

Organisation of a Church to be Reported io Presbytery,

16. When a Church has thus been organised, report of the
same should be made as soon as practicable to the Presbytery
within whose bounds it is located. And when a Missionary or
ather Minister, not specially appointed to the work by Presbytery,
has, in the manner above specified, organised & Church, not
within the known bounds of any cther Church or of a Presbytery,
the Church thus organised, should, as socn as praciicable, make
known to some Presbytery with which it may be most naturally
and comveniently connected the time and manner of its organisa-
tion, and desire to be received under care of said Presbytery.

CHAPTER XIiL

OFFICERS OF CHURCH COURTS.

Each Court has Certain Officers.

1. In every Church Court, properly and fully constituied,
there are certain officers, to whom definite powers and duties

appertain.
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Officers of Session and of Deacons’ Court.

2. In 2 Church Session, the officers are usually a Modcerator
and a Clerk, and sometimes a Session Officer or Beadle.

In a Deacons' Court,; the officers are : Moderator ar Chairman.
Clerk or Clerks, and one or more Treasurers, and a Beadle.

Moderator to Preside.

3. When r Session is convened and properly constituted [or

business, the Moderator must preside.
Clerk Pro Tempore,

4. In the absence ol the Clerk or clerks, the Bession must
choose a Clerk pro tempore, who shall record the proceedings and
transmit them to the Clerk to be recorded in due form.

Officers of Preshytery

5. The officers of a Preshytery are a Moderator, a Stated
Clerk, and, if necessary, an assistant or a Temporary Clerk; also
a 'Treasurer and the Beadle, if necessary.

Eleclion of Moderator,

6. At a stated meeting of Presbytery, after the calling of
the roll by the Clerk, the first business in order is the election
af a Moderator, and the person so elected must immediately take
the chair.

Moderator to Call All Meetings and Preside Over Them

Until Successor Chosen.

7. Buch Moderator must. when required, or at his own
motion, call all pro re nata meetings, and preside at all meetings
of the body during his term of office. Ile must also preach the
opening sermon ai the next stated meeting, and preside in such
meeting until his successor is elected.

Clerk Must be Present at All Meetings.

8. The Stated Clerk should be present at every meetmg oi
the body to discharge the duties assigned him: and in case of
his absence cr inability to act; the Assistant Clerk must take
his place, and if absent the body must choose a Clerk pro tempore.

Electiun of Temporary Clerk.

9. The Temporary Clerk, if necessary, must be eiected at
every mecting of the body, and his duty is o make a fair record
of the proceedings of the meeting and transmit thom {o the
Stated Clerk for record.

Treasurer and his Duties, Election, ete.

10. The Treasurer is usually elected hy the hody from its
members for an indefnite period. [His duties are to receive and
disburse the funds of the body according to ils direction and tn
make a report of his accounts to the body annually,

Officers of Synod.

11. The officers of a Synod are the same as in the Presbytery

plus, if neccessary, the Sergeanl-at-arms or Usher.
Officere of General Assembly.

12, The officers of the General Assembly arc; Moderalar,
Stated Clerk, Assistant Clerk or clerks, Temporary Clerks i
necessary, Usher if necessary, Treasurer. and the Beadle, whose
duties. functions, thelr mode of election. ete., are determined
by the Assembly.
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CHAPTER XIV.
VACANT CONGREGATIONS.

Importance of Assembling the People for Worship.

1. Considering the great importance of assembling the
people, for the public worship of Ged, in order thereby to improvs
their knowledge; to confirm their habits of worship, and their
desire of the public ordinances; to augment their reverence for
the most high God; and to promote the charitable affeciions
which unite men most firmly in society, it is recommended, that
every vacant congregatiom meet together, on the Lord’s Day,
at ohe or more places, for the purpose of prayer, singing praises,
and reading the Holy Seriptures; and that the Elders or Deacons
be the persons who shall preside, and select portions of Seripture
to be read, and fo see that the whole be conducted in a becom-
ing and orderly manner.

Preshytery to Supply Vacant Congregations.

2. Every Presbytery shall arrange for the supply of the
vacant pulpits within its bounds, until a Pastor has been elected
by the congregation and duly installed by the Presbytery.

People Eligible for Supply of Vacant Congregations.

3. Ministers, Licentiates, and local Evangelisis connected
with the Presbyteries of this Church, shall be the only persons to
be employed as regular supplies in vacant Churches.

Ministers Not Engaged in Regular Chureh Work.

4. It shall be the duty of Ministers not engaged in regular
Church work to render service-in vacant congregations within the
bounds of their respective Preshyteries, unless excused by act
of Presbytery. .

CHAPTER XV.

ORGANISATIONS OF THE CHURCH.

Missionary QOrganizations May be Formed by Church Members,

1. The members of a particular Church or particular Churches
may associate together, and may associate with themselves
other regular members of the congregation or congregations,
under regular forms of association, for the conduct of a special
work for missionary and other benevolent purposes, or for the
purpose of instruction in religion and development in Christian
nurture.
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Under the Oversight of Church Judicatories.

2.  Where special organisations of the character nbove indi-
cated exist in a particalar Church, they shall be under the immed-
inte direction, control, and oversight of the Session of said
Church; where they cover the territery included within a
Presbytery or Synod, they shall be responsible to the judicatary
having jurisdiction; and where they cover the territory greater
than a Syned, they shall be responsible to the Ceneral Assembly,

Titles, Names, ete.

3. The names or titles of special organisations may be chosen
Ly themselves, and the orpganisations shall have power to adont
each its own constitution and to elect its own officers, subjecl
always to the powers of review and control vested by the con-
stitution in the several judicalories of the Church.

Collection and Distribution of Moenies,

7. Whenever the functions of the special organisations shall
incinde the collecting and distributing of monies [or benevoleat
work, it shall be done always subject to the power ol oversight
and direetion vested by the Constitution in the Deacons' Court
and in the higher judicatories: these associations are lo rveport
vearly to the Deacons’ Court.

AMENDMENTS.

A Majority to Approve in Writing.

1. Amendments or alterations of any part of the Constitu-
tion, may be proposed by the General Assembly to the Presby-
teries, or vice versa, but shall not be obligatory on the Church
unless a majority of all the Preshyterics approve thereonf in writ-
ing. and unless ayreed 1o and enacted by the General Assembly.

Votes of Preshyteries to he Sent to the Stated Clerk.

2. The written votes of the Presbyteries shall be sent, by
their Clerks, to the Stated Clerk of the General Asscrably within
ten days before the meeting of the said Assembly.

A Committee may be Appointed.

3. Before any amendment or alterations of the Constitution,
proposed by the General Assembly, shall be transmitted to the
Presbyteries, the General Assembly may appoint, to consider the
subject, a committee, in number not less than five, of whom not
more thun two shall be from any one Synod, and the committee
shall report its recommendations to the General Assembly next
ensuing, for action.
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Obligatory on Assembly to Transmit Overtures.

4. It shall be cbligatory on the General Assembly to trans-
mit to the Presbytlerics, for approval or disapproval, any overture
respecting amendments or alierations provided for in this chapter,
which shall be submitted to the sume General Assembly by one-
third of all the Presbyteries, In such cases the overture shall be
formulated and transmitted by the General Assembly receiving
the same to the Presbyteries for their action, subject, as to all
subsequent proceedings, to the provisions of the foregoing sections.

Adoption of Amendment.

5. Whenever it shall appear to the General Assembiy that
any proposed amendments or alterations of the Constitution shall
have received a majority vote of all the Preshyieries, the Generat
Assembly shall declare such amendments or alterations to have
been adopted, and the same shall immediately go into effect.

CHAPTER XVii.
MODERATORS.

. Moderatorship Necessary.

1. It is equally necessary in the judicatories of the Chur¢h,
as in other assemblies, thai there should be a Moderator or
President, that the business may be conducted with order and
despatch.

Duties, Powers, ete., of Moderator.

2. The Moderator is to be considered as possessing, by dele-
gation from the whole body, all authority necessary for the pre-
servation of order; for convening and adijourning the judicatory;
and directing its operations according to the rules of the Church.
He is to propose to the judicatory every subject of deliberation
that comes before them. He may propose what appears to him
the most regular and speedy way of bringing any business to
issue, He shall prevent the members from interrupting each
other, and require them, in speaking, always to address the chair.
He shall prevent a speaker from deviating from the subject
and from using personal reflections, He shall silence those
who refuse to obey order. He shall prevent members who
attempt to leave the judieatory without leave obtained from
him. He shall, at a proper time, when the deliberations are
ended, put the question and call the votes. If the judicatory
be equally divided, he shall possess the casiing vote, If he
be not willing to decide, he shall put the question a second
time; and if the judicatory be again equailly divided, and he
decline to give his vote, the guestion shall be lost. In all ques-
tions he shall give a concigse and clear state of the object of the
vote; and the vote being taken, shall then declure how the
question is decided. And he shall likewise have power, on any
extraordinary emergency, to convene the judicatory by his circular
letter, before the ordinary time of meeting. He shall also serve
until his successor be inducted into office, and may perform
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such administrative duties as may be assigned to him by the
judicatory.

Moderator of Preshytery.

3. The Moderator of the Presbvtery shall be chosen from
year to year, or at every ordinary meeting of the Presbytery,
as the Preshytery mey think best.

Moderator of Synod antd Assembly.

4. The Moderator of the Synod, and of the General
Assembly, shall be chosen at each ordinary meeting of those
judicatories; and the Moderator, or, in case of his absence,
another member appointed for the purpose, shall open the next
meeting with a sermon, and shall held the chair till a new
Moderator be chosen.

Moderator Designate or Eleet.

At an ordinary meeting of Preshytery, Synod, or Assembly,
a Moderator elect may be chosen, according to the pleasure or
wish of the electing judicatory, yet in the Supreme Court of the
Church, this shall not be discretionary but always compulsory.

Qunlifications of the Moderator,

5. Besides the qualifications described in New Testament, as
needlul for persons exercising spiritual oversight in the Church,
the Mhoderator of any of our ecclesiastical judicatories must be
an orvdained Minister who is a member ol the clecting judicatory;
the Moderator of the Deacons’ Court, must, also, be an ordained
Minister,

Moderator Pro Tempore.

6. During the absence of the Moderator of any of our higher
courts, or during his inability to act, the judicatory appoints one
of its members to act as Moderalar pro tempore.

CHAPTER XVIII.

EXTRACTS

Member Entitled to Extracts.
1. Any member of a Church judicatory iz entitled to de-
mand, if he so desires, extracts [rom the records of the judicatory.

Clerks to Issuc Extracts,
2, Any judicatory may authorise its Clerk to issue the said
extracts, provided, the demand is based on a E’ood motive. and
on adequate and justifinble reasons.

Party or Parties to Pay for Extracts.

3. Every judicatory shall fix a certain amount of money,
nol to exceed two shillings and sixpence, to be paid to the Clerk
for the extra work of issuing the extracts, by the party or parties
demanding the extracts, before they are issued.
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When No Fees to be Paid.

4. No fees shall be required for extracts, when they are
manifestly requisite to enable those who ask for them to bring
their appeals or complaints before the Superior Court, or to en-
able those who acquiesce in decisions to have the means of
showing that these decisions have been in their favour.

When Fees are Required.

5. Fees are reasonably required when extracts are given
without any manifest necessity; but this point must be deter-
mined by each judicatory for itself.

Extract to Show Court to be Constituted.

6. No extract from the minutes of a Church judicatory, can
be received or regarded as wvalid, which daes not bear that the
judicatory was constituted, and which is not certified by the
clerk of the judicatory as having been extracted by him from
the records of the judicatory,

CHAPTER XIX.

COMMISSIONS AND COMMISSIONERS.

Necessity of Commission.
1. Every Ruling Elder is required to produce to the Presby-
i{ery, and Synod, and Assembly, a Commission from the Session
or Preshytery, as the case may be, which elected him.

Form of the Commmission.

2. The form of the Commission must bear that he is bona
fide an Acting  Elder in the congregation, along with the date,
month, and year of the Elder’s election, to represent his Session,
in the Presbytery, Synod, and Assembly, during the current year;
and, it must be regulariy certified by the Moderator and Clerk of
the Session or Preshytery.

Commissions from Other Presbyteries or Synod.

3. Members whether (Ministers or Elders) commissioned
by neighbouring Presbyteries or Synods to attend the meeting
of the Presbytery or Synod, must produce their commissions in
regular form, and, as to whether they shall have the right of
voting or not, shall be determined by each Presbytery or Synod
far iteelf.

Presbytery to Appoint Commissioners to Assembly.

4. The Commissioners to General Assembly shall always
be appointed by the Presbytery from which they come, at its
last stated meeting, imunediately preceeding the meeting of the
Genera] Assembly, provided, that there be a sufficient interval
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between that time and the meeting of the Assembly, for their
Cominissioners to attend to their duty in due season; otherwise,
the Presbytery may make the appointment at any stated meeting,
not more than three months preceeding the meeting of the
Assembly. And as much as possible to prevent all failure in the
representation of the Presbyteries, arising from unforeseen acci-
dents to those first appointed, it may be expedient for each Pres-
bytery, in the room of each Commissioner, to appoint also an alter-
native Commissioner to supply his place, in c¢ase of necessary
absence. These representatives are styled Commissioners to
the General Assembly, and they are Ministers and Elders.

A Commissioner to the General Assembly Must Produce
a Commission; Form of the Commission,

5. Each Commissioner to the General Assembly, before his
name shall be enrolled as a member of the Assembly, shall pro-
duce from his Presbytery, a Commission under the hand of the
Moderator and Clerk, in the following, or like form, viz.:—'"The
Presbytery of.....c..coveicvereeeeeee. being met and constituted at

88y of e doth hereby
, Bishop of the congregation of
(or Ruling Elder in the congregation of
..as the case may be) (to which the
Preshyter}r may. i they ‘think proper, make a substitution in the
following form), or in case of his absence, then ... ...
Bishop of the congregation of (or Ruling Elder in the congregatlon
of... a5 the case may be) to be a Commissioner,
on behalf of t]:us Prcsbyt.ery, to the next General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of Africa, to meet ab...ooomcee on
the ..o, day of oo AD. or wherever, and
whenever the =aid Assembly may happen to sit; te consult, vote,
and determine on all things that may come before that hody,
according to the principles and Constitution of this Church, and
the word of God. And of his diligence herein, he is fo render an
account at his return. And the said Presbytery do hercby testify
and declare, that all the Ministers and Elders have signed the

Forraula.
S:gned by order of the Presbytery ......coeeeeeveenn Moderator.

. L Clerk)”

Certificate from Church Session.

And the Presbytery shall make record of the appoiniment,
The following certificate is required when an Elder of a Church
Session has been elected by his Preshytery as one of their repre-
sentatives to ihe General Assembly (— At . veivey the

weenfay of 19, whlch dﬂy the Church

Session of the Presb}rtermn Church of Africa congregation of

..being met and constituted, sederunt, the Rev.

Moaderator; and. ... ... Ruling Elders,

the said Session did, and hereby do, certify and declare, that

., Ruling Elder, and member of the said

Qessmn, is bona fide an Actmg Elder of their congregation, and

that he has signed the formula.

oModerator, o Clerk."”




Expenses to be Defrayed by Bodies They Represent.

6. In order, as far as possible, to procure a respectable and
full delegation to all cur judicatories, it is proper that the ex-
penses of Ministers and Elders (in their attendance on these
judicatories}, be defrayed by the hodies which they represent
respectively,

An Elder to Presbytery and Synod Must Produce Commission.
Form of the Commission.

7. Bach Elder, before his name shall be enrolled as member
of the Presbytery or Synod, shall produce from his session, a
Commisgion under the hand of the Moderator and Clerk of the
Session. {See form of the certificate, Section § of this Chapter.)

Commissions to be Sent to the Assembly.

8. All Commissions shall be sent up by Clerks of Preshyterics
to the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly at least one week
before the Assembly meets, together with the names and addresses
of the representatives of each Preshytery.

- CHAPTER XX.

CHURCH PROPERTY.

Application for Sale and Transfer of Church Property.

1. All applications for sale or transfer of Church property .
shall proceed from the Deacons’ Court, and shali have the sanction
of the Presbytery of the bounds; and on being received by the
Clerks of Assembly, shall be sent to the Custodian of Title Deeds,
in order that he may be prepared to advise the Assembly in
reference to the epplication,

Cusiodian Directed to Oversee All Transactions.

2. When a property is to be sold, and the proceeds are
forthwith to be applied to another property, to be substituted in
lieu thereof, the Custodian of Titles shall be directed to see the
transaction carried into effect, and also to see that the title deeds
of the new property are taken in the right direction.

Proceeds Invested in the Names of the Moderator, Clerk
and Treasurer,

3. When the proceeds of the property to be sold are not
to be immediately applied, they shall be deposited or invested,
in the meantime, in the bank, in the name of the Moderator,
Clerk, and Treasurer of the Deacons Court of the Presbyterlan
Church of Africa on hehalf of the congregation, under the divec-
tion and instructions of the Treasurer of the General Assembly;
this money is to be used with the knowledge of this Treasurer.
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Custodian to Report to the General Assembiy.

4. In all cases of sales and translerence of Church property,
it shall he the duty of the custodier of titles to report annually
to the General Assembly how far in each particular case the in-
structions of the Assembly have been observed.

Application Not Valid After Three Years.

5. No authority granted by the Genersl Assembly for the
sale or transference of Church property shall be acted on after
an elapse of three years from ils date, without a new application
to the General Assembly being made.

Local Trustees.

6, 'The Deacons' Courts of the Presbylerian Church ol Africa,
in each circuit, shall be the local trustees to keep all such
Church properties that cannot be removed from a congregation
since they are in use in that congregation. Such propertics shall
from time to time, be specified or named by the General Assembly
of the said Church. The suid trustees, acting for the time shall,
at wll times, be subject, in the management and disposal of all
such Church property, viz.—Flace of Worship, Church Hall,
Manse, etr,, and appurtenances thereof, and whole subjects hereby
deponed, and in all matters and things connected therewith, to
the regulation and direction of the General Assembly for the
time being, of the said Church, and shall be liable and hound to
conform to, implement, and obey, all and every act. or acts.
of the General Assembly for the time being, of the gald Church,
in reference thereto.

What the Trustees will do and what they will not, with respect
to the place of Worship, ete.

The szid trustees or trustee, acting for the time, shall not have
power to burden the said building, or place of worship, or appur-
tensnces thereof, or, generally, the subject hereby disponed, or
any part thereof, with any dehts or sums of money, or to sell,
alienate, or dispone the same, or any part thereof, unfess for the
purpose of providing ancther place of worship on behalf of the
congregation, in a more suilable or copvenient sitwation; and
then only with the consent, first had and ohiained, of the Gen-
ersl Assembly for the time being, of the said body, or united
body of Christians; of which consent the only legal and admisgsible
evidence shall be a certificate under the hand of the Moderater
and Clerk of the General Assembly. But, if at any time, sufficient
provision shall not be made by the congregation in the wuse,
occupation, and enjoyment of the said building or place of wor-
ship, for the time being, or by the Dencons’ Court, thereof, for
paying the few duties, public and parochial burdens, premiums of
insurance, H any, and ordinary charges attendant on the pro-
perty, for keeping the same in repair, or otherwise, then the
trustecs or trustee, acting for the time, themselves making pro-
vision therefore, and in that case only, shall be entitled, for their
relief of their advances for the purposes above mentioned, or any
of them, to sell and dispose of the said building, or place of wor-
ship, end generally the whole subjects hereby disponed, or any
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part thereof, free from the whole conditions and purposcs of this
trust; they always accounting to the general trustees sppointed
by the said General Assembly, for the balance of the pric: :rereol,
after replacing eny sums advanced, or provided by then ‘or the
purposes aforesaid, or any of them, and all expenses acendant
on the sale; but the purchaser, or purchasers, having, as 2e or
they are hereby expressly declared to have, no concerr vitasever
with such accounting; and the receipts of the trusiess o Tustee,
acting for the time, being always a sufficient discheiye and
exoneration to the purchaser, or purchasers, for paymerw of the
price. Bat, in the event of such a sale being considered manusary,
an offer to sell the said subjects shall, in the first plosn. e made
to the general trstees aforesaid, for payment of the sum: which
may have been expended by the said trustees, and mat ' due
to them as aforesaid. And the said general trustess il be
entitled to purchase the said subjects for payment of ©hs sums
which may have heen advanced by and may be fue o the
trustees of the said place of worship, as aforesaid. Ampd e said
trustees lagt mentioned on receiving payment of the s sums,
shall be bound and cbliged to convey the said subjerts to the
zaid general trustees accordingly,

The Right to Use the Place of Worship.

7. The said trustees, acting for the time, shall, st 3l times,
and from time to time, hereafter permit and suffer to meach and
expound the Holy Scriptures, and administer ordinances. x1d per-
form the usual acts of religious worship within the =i fulding
or place of worship, erected or to be erected, as said is, sl per-
son or persons, and such person or persons only, as m&y @ sball,
from time to time, be authorised or appointed so to -Ba. by the
said body or umted body of Christians, acting theogh  the
mediigm of its Church Bessions, Pl%sbytwws,ﬂym&s,mﬂ%ml
Assemblies, or according to the form or forms in mse with the
said body, or united body, for the time.

‘Written Authority of Assembly Necessary.

8. No Church property shall be sold by any party @ purties
without a written authority of the (General Assembly.

The Raising of a Loan for Church Purposes.

9. The Moderator of the Assembly, acting for ™e time
being, shall have the power, when empowered by a ressution of
the General Assembly, to raise a lean on mortgage of ths Chuwrch
building and ground; or, a certificate signed by the Moderator
and the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, shall he a .::Mclent
and legal evidence to raise the said loan on mortgage of Church
building and ground, to any cne who desires it.

Each Deacons’ Court to Obtain a Certificats.

10. ¥ach Deacons’ Court, party or parties, desifing *o raise
the said loan, shall first obtain the said certificate aigned by
the Moderator and Clerk of the General Assembly, which shall
be an authority for the raising of such a loan.
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Seceders Have No Claim on Church Property.

11. Party or parties seceding, separating, or disrupting from
the Presbyterian Church of Africa, shall have no claim whatever
on the property and monies acquired or to be acquired for, and
in the name of the said Church, In any event of a disruption,
the Church property, monies, etc., shall always be in the posses-
sion, occupation, and enjoyment, of the party or parties remain-
ing as bona fide members of the Presbyterian Church of Africa,
except. as otherwise provided, hereafter, by the General Assembly,
which shall decide as to who are bona fide members of the Church,

Appointuent of Geuneral Trustees.

12. The General Assembly shall, from time to iime, appoint
General Trustees, whose duty, besides the custody of the property
of the Church in genersl, shall he determined by the Assembly,
from time to time. Their number and their mode of election,
and also their continuation in office, shull be, from time to time,
determined, by the Assembly. They shall hold any property which
may be bequeathed or conveyed to them on behalf of the Presby-
terian Church of Africa, also such places of worship, or certain
buildings which, may be, from time to time, conveyed to them
by the Genera! Assembly,

One or More of the Trustees May Sue.

13. Any one or more of the General Trustees, when em-
powered by a certificate signed by the Moderator and Clerk of
the General Assembly shall have power and liberty to raise, pro-
secute, and [oilow forth, whatever action, suif, or proceeding, they
may think proper, in whatever court, or courts of law or justice,
for the purpose, or wtih the intent and object, of excluding any
party or parties whatsoever, from all or any use, possession, oceu-
pation, or enjoyment. ol the building or place of worship, or
marnses, erected or to be erected, acquired or to be acquired, in
any way.

Appointment of Custodier.

14, The General Assembly shall appoint a Custodier of Title
Deeds, or a small commitice charged with the keeping of title
deeds. The duty of the Custodier is to keep safely, title deeds
and all other papers or documents that may be committed to him,

General Trustees Subject o Assembly.
l4a. The General Trustees are subject in =ll things to the
General Assembly, and are bound snd lhable to conform to, and
obey all acts or instructions of the General Assembly,

The Moderator and Clerk of our Judicatories May Defend
the Interest of the Chureh.

15, The Moderator and Clerk, or any of them of all our
ecclesiastical judicatories, shall, at all times, have full power,
to pursue, or defend, any action or actions, in whatever court,
or courts of law or justice, for the enlorcement, maintenance, or
proteciion, of the rights, interests, or privileges of the said judi-
catories, or of the Church or members of the Church at large,
in, or in any way connected with, the Church property bought or
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to be bought; erected or to he erected; freely given or to be
freely given.
Certified Copy -and Certificate Necessary,

16. A certified copy, under the hands of the Moderator and
Clerk of the said judicatories, or of any of them, shall always
be legal and admissible evidence, in all actions, matters, and
things, arising under, or out of, this section, of the terms of any
act or deliverance of the said judicatories, or of any of them,
or commission thereof, pronounced, passed, or that may be passed
or pronounced; and that a certificate, under the hand of the
Moderator and Clerk of the said judicatories, or of any of them,
attached to such certified copy, and bearing the date of such act
or deliverance, and certifving that the same is, either wholly,
or in part, an existing aclt or deliverance of the said judicatories,
or of any of them, or commission thereol, shall always be legal
and admissible evidence, in all actions, matters, and things as
aforesaid, of the date of such act or deliverance of the said judi-
catories or of any of them or commission thereof, and of its
being, still, either wholly or in part, an existing act or deliverancs
as afaresaid.

Church Property Vested in the General Assembly.
7. All Church property is vested in the General Assembly,
or, by its ection, act, or authority, in the Genera! Trustees or in
the Moderator appointed by it.

Church Sites, Title Deeds, etc.

18. Al Church sites, transfers, title deeds, ete,, are, or shall
be made, transferred, in the meantime, in the name of the
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Africa, who shall have
power to alienate, transfer and moartgage any Church property
when so empowered by 2 resolution of the Supreme Court of the
Presbyterian Church of Africa, and his successors in office. Any
property, acquired by the congregation, in any way, as a Church
property of the Preshyterien Church of Africa, shall be made,
transfered and registered as aforesaid, in terms of this section.
The Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Africa is the
Moderator of the Supreme Court of the Presbyterian Church of
Africa,

Trusiees Not to be Sued,

19. No party or parties, whatsoever, shall have any tight or
title to pureve the trustees (local or general) before any court of
Inaw or justice, in reference to the use, possession, occupation, or
enjoyment, or management, and disposal of Church property,
unless with the express consent and concurrence of the General
Assembly or the Executive Commission thereof; of which consent
and concurrence the only legal and admissible evidence shall be a
written certificate, under the hand of the Moderator and Clerk
of the General Assembly, which written certificate shall be pro-
duced along with the summons, ar other proceeding, COmmencing
such pursuit, otherwise the same shall be utterly incompetent,
void, and null, albeit such certificate may really exist. And, in
the event of any person or persons, even holding such authority
or appointment, as may have been bestowed by any Church
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judicatory, or any person or persons whatsoever, pursuing . the
said trustees, as aforesaid, unless with such express consent and
concurrence as aforesaid, previously had to such pursuit, as said
is, evidenced as aforesaid, such person, or persons, shall, immed-
iately on such pursuit being commenced ipse facto, forfeit and
lose all and every right, title, and interest, and claim and demand,
of whatever description, under these presents, and shall, from
thence forward, cease to have any concern therewith or interest
therein,

Debarred Party or Parties,

20. Any deposed, excommmunicated, or suspended Minister
is debarred from the use, enjoyment and occupation, of Church
property, and the Descons’” Court, as the local trustees, shall
always be bound to prevent the said Minister, or any other de-
posed, excommunicated or suspended party or parties from such
use, occupation and enjoyment. The said Deacons’ Court as the
said local trustees, acting for the time, shall not only e no longer
bound, but be no longer entitled to permit or suffer the said
Minister, party or parties to preach and expound the Holy Scrip-
tures, or administer ordinances, or do or perform any act of
religious worship, or other act or thing whatsoever, within the
said huilding, or place of worship, ervected, or to be erecied, as
said is; and shall be bound and obliged to debar him, her, or
them therefrom, zyve, and so long as he, or she, or they remain
deposed, suspended, or excommunicated, as the case may be.

No Right for Deience,

21. No party, or psrties, whatsoever, shall have any right
or title, whatsoever, to defend such action, suit, or proceeding,
either in virture of these presents, or otherwise, unless with the
express consent and concurrence, as aforesaid, of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Africa, or the executive
commission of such Assembly, proviously had, to such defence:
of which consent and comcurrence, the only legal or admissible
evidence shall be a written certificate, under the hand of the
Moderator and Clerk of the General Assembly of the said body;
which written certificate shall be produced along with such
defence, otherwise the same shall not be maintainable, but be
incompetent, void, and null, albeit such certificate may really exist.

Deacons’ Court may have Charge and Management.

22. The use, occupation, and enjoyment for the time, of the
congregation’s church property, shall be under the immediate
charge and management of the Deacons’ Court of the congrega-
tion, except, as otherwise provided by the General Assembly,
from time to time.

Trustees May Resign.

23, It shal?, at all times, be in the power of any trustees,
or trustee, appointled in virtue of the powers and provisions herein
contained, who may have acted as trustees or trustee, to resign
the trusteeship, and, in the event of any trustees, or trustee,
ceasing to e members of the Presbyterian Church of Africa, then,
and in that case, such trustees, or trustee, shall, ipso [acto, cease
to have any right to act as the trustees or trustee.
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CHAPTER XXI.

e

DISCIPLINE.

Discipline.

1. Discipline iz the exercise of that authority, and the
application of that system of laws, which the Lord Jesus Christ
has appointed in his Church: embracing the care and control,
maintained by the Church, over its members, cofficers and judi-
catories,

Ends of Digcipline,

2, The ends of discipline are the maintensance of the truth,
the vindication of the authority and honour of Christ, the removal
of officers, the promotion of the purity and the edification of the
Church, and the spiritual good of offenders. [ts exercise, in order
to secure its appropriate ends, requires much prudence and dis-
cretion. Judicatories, therefore, should take into consideration
all the circumstances which may give a different character to
condact, and render it more or less offensive; and which may
require different action, in similar cases, at different times, for
the attainment of the same ends.

An Offence.

3. An offence is anything, in the doctrine, principles, or
practice of a Church member, officer, or judicatory, which is
conirary to the Word of God; or which, if it be not in ils own
nature sinful, may {empt others to sin, or mar their spirityal
edification,

Object of Judicial Process.

4. Nothing shall, therefore, be the object of judicial process,
which cannot he proved to be contrary to the Holy Scriptures, or
to the regulations and practice of the Church founded thereon;
nor anything which does not involve those evils which discipline
is intended to prevent.

Children Born of Church Members,
9. All children born within the pale of the visible Church
are members of the Church, are to be baptized, are under the
care of Church, and subject to its government and discipline; and

when they have arrived at years of discretion, 1hey are bound to
perform all the duties of Church members.

Ways of Carrying a Cause to a Higher Court.

6. Every decision which is formed in any Church Court,
except the highest, is subject to review of a higher court, and
may be carried before it either upon:—

(1) General review or control; (2) by reference: (3) by

complaint; (4) by appeal.

Judgments in & Conrt, and their Respective Definitions.

7. Al judgments formed in a Chnréh Court may be divided
into three classes :~—Judicial, Legislative and Administrative. A
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judicial judgment is one formed on some matier involved in a
judicial process—that is to say, where an accused party is put
upon trial for some alleged offence, A legislative judgment iz one
which involvaes the determinstion of some points, as io the
mesaning or the application of the common or written law of the
Church, to particular facts or to a pariicular case. An admini-
strative judgment is one which directs a particular order of
executive proceeding in all acts of & Church Court, ie.. which
orders the mode of proceedings.

Review.

8. It is the duty of every court, above Deacons' Court and
Session, at least once a year, to review the records of the pro-
ceedings of the Court next helow. And if any Lower Court shall
omit to send up its records for this purpose, the higher may
issue an order to produce them, either immedintely, or at =a
particular time, as circumstances may require. In reviewing the
records of any Inferior Court, il is proper tu examine (a) whether
the proceedings have been constitutional and regular; (b} whether
they have been wise, equitable, and for the edification of the
Church; {(¢) whether they have been correctly recorded.

Not to Reverse Judgement unless Regularly Breught Up,

No judicial judgroent, however, of a judicatory shall be
reversed, wnless it he regularly brought up by appeal or com-
plaint, Courts may somctimes neglect to do their duty, by which
neglect heretical opinions or corrupt practices may be allowed to
gain ground; or offenders of a wvery gruss characlter may be
suffered to escape; or some cireumstances, in their proceedings,
of very great irregularity may not be distinclly recorded by them.
In any of which cases thelr records will by no means exhibit to
the Superior Court a full view of their proceedings.

Higher Court to Act at Once.

If, therefore, the Buperior Court be well advised, by common
tame, that such neglects or irregularities have nccurred on the
part of the inferior court, tt is incumbent on them to take cog-
nigance of the same; and to examine, dcliberate, and judge in
the whaole matter, as completely as it had been recorded, and
thus brought up by the review of the records.

Those Not to Vote,

Membhers of a Court are excluded from voting upon review
of their own records. A record once approved by a Higher Court
cannot be altered or annulled by a Lower Court. If there be an
error in the record, the remedy is to be sought by an application
to the Highest Court that has reviewed and endorsed such mis-
take.

References.
9. A relerence is a judicial representation made by an
inferior Judicatory to a Superior, of a case not yet decided, which
representation ought always to be inwriting. Cases which are

new, important, difficult, of peculiar delicacy, the decision of
which may establish principles of precedents of extensive influence,
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on which the sentiments of the Inferior Judicatory ave greatly
devided, or on which, for any reason, it is highly desirable that
a larger body should first decide, are proper subjects of reference.
References are either for mere advice, preparatory to a decision
by the Inferior Judicatory, or ultimate irial and decision by the
Superior. In the former cese, the reference only suspends the
decision of the Judicatory from which it comes; in the latter
case, it totally relinquishes the deecision, and submits the whole
case to the final judgment of the Superior.

Each Court to Fulfil its Duty by Exereising its Juodgment.

Although references may in some cases, as before stated, be
highly proper; yet it is, generally speaking, more conducive to
the public good that each Judicatory should fulfiil its duty by
exercising its judgmeni. In cases of reference, the members of the
Inferior Judicatory making it, retain all the priviieges of deliberat-
ing and voting, in the course of trial and judgment before the
Superior Judicatory, which they would have had, if no reference
had been made. References are to be carred, generallv, to the
Judicatory immediately Superior. In cases of reference. the Judi-
catory relerring, ought to have all the testimony and other
documents, duly prepared, produced and in perfect readiness, so
that the Superior Judicatory may be able to consider and issue
the case with as little difficulty or delay as possible, The Superior
Court may take original testimony in certain cases, where it
deems the testimony furnished by the Inferior Court insufficient
or defective. A complaint or appeal against a reference of a case
is illegitimate and should not be entertained, because ir implies
the impeachment of the rightful jurisdiction of the Court of
reference. No ecomplaint or appeal is valid which assumes to
bring before the Higher Court the merits of a case which has
been referred to it. The only case in which an appeal or com-
plaint may come in connection with a reference 1s when the
Inferior Court has come to a decision of doubtful propriety in
connection with the case; ie., in regard to the propriety of
entertaining the case, the competence of cerlain testimony,

Appeals,

10. An appeal is the removal of a cause already decided,
from an Inferier to a Higher Court, by a party or parties aggrieved.
All persons who have submitted to a regular trial in an Inferior
Court, may appeal to a Higher Court. Any irregularity in the
proceedings of the Inferior Court, a refusal of reascuable indul-
gence to a party on trial; declining to receive important testimony;
hurrying to a decision before the testimony is fully taken; a
manifestation of prejudice in the case; and mistake or injustice
in the decision. Every appellant is bound to give notice of his
intention to appeal and also to lay the reasons thereof, in writing,
before the Court appealed from, either before its rising, or within
ten days thereafter. If this notice, or these reasons be not given
to the Court while in session, they shall be lodged with the
Moderator. Appeals may be either from a part of the proceed-
ings of a Court, or from a definite sentence. Appeals are gen-
erally to be caried in reguler gradation from an Inferior Court,
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to the one immediately superior, The appellant shall lodge his
appeal and the reasons of it with the clerk of the Higher Court
before the elose of the second day of the session. In taking up
an appeal, after ascertaining that the appellant on his part has
conducted it regularly, the first step shall be to read the sentence
appealed [rom; secondly, fo read the reasons which were
assigned by the appellant for his appeal, and which are on
record; thirdly, to read the whole record of the proceedings of
the Inferior Court in the cese, including all the testimony, and
the reasons of their decision; fourthly, to hear the original
parties; fifthly, to hear any of the members of the Inferior Court
in explanation of the grounds of its decision ar of its dissent
from it.
-The Original Parties.

(1) Therec may be a responsible prosecutor and the defendant,

(2) A prosecuting committee and defendant;

(3 Upon & Fama Clamosa case, the court may itsell, wilhout
prosccutor or commitiee, conducl process against the
accused;

(4} A Bubordinate Court, under gricvance, may enter com-
plaint against a Superior Court:

(3) A minority, or others, may complain against the action
of a Court;

(6) A process may be conducted by one Court against another:

(7) Whatever aspect the case may afterwards assume, at
every stage of its process to final adjudication before the
highest Court the parties above specified are the original
parties in the cases severally, After all the parties shall
have been [uily heard, and all the information gained by
the members of the Superior Court from those of the
Inferior which chall be deemed requisite, the original
parties, all the members of the Inferior Court: shall with
draw. when the clerk shall call the roll that every member
may have an opportunity to express his opinion on the
case; after which the final vote shall he taken. The
decision may either be to confrm or reverse, in whole or
in part, the decision of the Inferior Court, or to remit
the cause for the purpose of amending the record, should
it appear Lo be incorrect or defective, or for a new trial.
If an appellant, after entering his appeal to a Superior
Court, {ail to present it, it shall he considered as zban-
doned, and the sentence appealed from shall be final, And
an appellant shall he considered as abandoning his appeal
il he do not appear before the Court appealed to, on the
first or second of its meeting next ensuing the date of his
notice of appeal, except he was prevented from pre-
senting his appea! by the providence of God. Members
of judicatories appealed from cannot be allowed to vole
in the Superior Court on any question connceted with
the appeal, If the members of the Inferior Court, in case
of a sentence appealed from, appear to have acted in the
best of their judgment, and with good intention, they incur
no censure, although their sentence may be reverserd,
Vet if they appear o have acted irregularly or corruptly,
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they shall be consured as the case may require. The neces-
sary cperation of an appeal is to suspend all further pro-
ceedings on the ground of the sentence appealed from.
But i the sentence of Zuspension or excommunication
from Church privileges, or of deposition from office, be
the sentence appealed from, it shall be considered as in
force until the appeal shall be issued. It shall always be
deemed the duty of the Court whose judgment is appealed
from to send authentic copies of all their records, and
of the whole testimony relating to the matter of the
appeal. And if any court shall neglect its duty in this
respect, such Court shall be censured nccording to the
circumstances of the case. An appeal shall in no vase be
entered ,except by one of the origidal parties. Appeals
are limited to judicial cases. In case of appeal or com-
plaint, if the Court appealed from should fail to send up
to the Hhigher Court the records of the case, the case
may be postponed and considered at the next meeting.

Complaints,

11. A complaint is 4 representation made to a Superior by
any member or members of 2 minority of an Inferior Court, or
by any other person or persoms, respecting a decision by an
Inferior Court, which, in the opinion of the complainants has
been irregularily or unjustly made. Notice of complaint shall
always be given befare the rising of the Court or within ten days
thercafter, as in the case of an appeal. When notice of complaint
is given to the Court, reasons for such complaint nust be given
as in the case of un appeal. This complaint brings the whole
proceedings in the case under the review of the Superior Court;

and if the complaint appesr te be well founded, it may have the
" effect not only of drawing down cemsure upon those who con-
curred in the judgment complained of, but also of reversing that
judgment. In cases of complaint, however, as in those of appeal,
the reversal of a judgment of an Inlerior Court is not necessarily
connected with censure on that Court. None of the members of
the Court whose act is complained of can vote in the Superior
Court on any question connected with the complaint. Complaint
will not be against a refusal of a Court to decide a constitutional
question in any respect,

Where Complaint is Not Allowed.

Advice given by a Conrt is not a subject matter of com-
plaints or removal of the case to a Higher Court. Where a Court
only expresses an opinion, withoui passing a judgment, this is
no ground for complaint.

Steps to be Followed in the Consideration of a Complaint,
The following is the mode of issuing a complaint, viz:—
{1) Read the action eomplained of;

{2} The reasons of the complaint;

(3) The doings of the Lower Ceurt in the case, including all
the testimony on which its action was based;
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(4} Hear the original pares, first the complainant and then
the defendant;

(5) Hear any of the maembers ol the Lowe Court in explana-
tion of the grounds of its decision or disseni from it;

{6) Exclude the original parties and the members of the
Court complained against; then, deliberate and vote. The
Moderator of a Higher Court, being a member of {(he
Lower Court, may not preside when a judicial case is
being heard to which his Court is a party. A memorial or
petition cannot bring a cagse befare a Superior Court for
judicial hearing, ezcept on serious cases.

A jndicial case, when once adjudicated, cannet be reviewed
on a simple memorial, as this course would give rise to cndless
litigation. Whenever a complaint is entcred in 2 non-judicial or
administrative case against a decision of a judicatory, by at least
one-third of the members recorded as present when the decision
was made, the execution of the decision shall be stayed until the
final issue of the camse by the next Superior Judicatory. The
complaint must be given or handed to the clerk in writing, er,
in case of his death, absence, or disability! to the Moderator. of
the judicatory complained of. who shall lodge it, with the
records and all the pepers pertaining to the case, with the clerk
of the Superior Judicatory, before the close of the second day of
its regular meeting next ensuring the date of the reception of
the said notice.

Petitions.

12, A petition is a formal written supplication from one or
more persons to a Superior Court, praying the said Court to
rectify something. Particular matters may be brought under
review of the Higher Court by mesns of petition. Petitions to
a Higher Court are practiczlly confined to those matters which
can be introduced in no other way.

(1) The Superior Court ought not to receive a petition with
reference to any matter which ought to have been previ-
ously brought before a Lower Court, unless the pztition
contain a statement that the Lower Court, having come’
to a decision regarding the matter referred to, have re-
fused to receive and record an appeal or complaint ten-
dered against their judgment, But a petition to the
Higher Court is the proper remedy for such refusal. Before
proceeding to hear the petitioners in such a case, the
Higher Court must summon the Lower to the bar, that
they may be heard for their interest.

{2) When disputes or difficulties have arigen in a congregation,
which do not involve any serious personal charge, but
which ecannot be constitutionally adjusted by the Churdh
Session, in consequence of the Minister being concerned
in them, or from other courses, it is competent for any
parties connected with the congregation to petition the
Presbytery on the subject. The petition may ask for a
Presbyterial visitation, or for any other method of inter-
ference by the Presbytery ihat may be competent and
suitable. Before the petition can be disposed of, all parties
refarred to in it, or affected by it, must be summoned,
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il possible, with due notice, to the bar, that -they may he
heerd for their interests.

(3} The constitutional method of bringing before the Church
any question seriously affecting the character or the
orthedexy of a Minister or a Probationer is by a petition
to the Presbytery, unless such question be originated in
the Presbytery itself, or in the Synod or General Assembly.

(4) A petition to the Presbytery is competent, either by the
Church Session, or by the Deacons’ Court, or by sny
member of the congregation, or by any person concerned
about its prosperity, if the object aimed at be gne which
the Presbytery alone can accomplish, or which must be
originated in the Presbytery. Under this head may be
reckoned petitions for the institution of stations, for the
sanctioning of charges, for the creation of Church Sessions,
and for the erection of Churches or manses.

€5) A petiticn is competent which complains of any procedure
in a Deacons' Court when the complaint is shown to be
on the alleged ground that the procedure was uléra vires,
or contrary io the acts of Assembly. Any Higher Court
may reject a petition, without calling or hearing parties,
on the ground that it is unsuvitably or disrespectfully
worded, or without hearing parties on the merits, on the
ground that its prayer cannot be competently granted by
the Higher Court. :

Dissents and Protests.

13. A dissent is a declaration on the part of one or more
members of a minority, in a Judicatory, ezpressing a different
opinion from that of the majority in a particular case. A dissent
unaccompanied with reasons, is always eniered on the records of
the Court. A protest is a more solemn and formal declaration,
made by members of a minority, as before mentioned, bearing
their testimony against what they deem an erroneous judgment;
and js generally accompanied with a deteil of the reasons on
which it is founded. A dissent or protest may be accompanied
with a complaint to the Superior Court, or not, at the pleasure
of those who offer it. More can join in a protest against a judg-
ment or decision of a Court excepting those who had a right to
vote in said judgment or decision. No dissent or protest shall
be entered on the records, if it contain disrespectful or bad
language, and offensive reflections or insinuations against the
majority. The Judicatory may prepare an answer to any protest
which imputes to it principles or reasonings which its action does
not import, and the answer shall also be entered upon the records.
Leave may thereupon be given to the protestant or protestants,
if they desire it, to modify their protest; and the answer of the
Judicatory may also, in conseguence, be modified. This shall end
the matter. No one shall be allowed to dissent or protest who
hes not a right to vote on the question decided, and no one has
the right to dissent or protest on any question who did not vote
sgainst the decision.
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Any Member Present May Join In a Dissent.

14, When a discent has been tendered by a member immed-
jately alter the pronouncing of the judgment dissented from, it
is compeient for any other member or members who were present
when it was pronounced to intimate his or their adherence to
the dissent at any subscquent session of the Judicatory., But no
one's adherence can be received who was not so present.

Carcfulness Needed in Receiving Testimony.
15. Judicatoris should be very carefu] and impartial in re-
ceiving testimony. Net every person is competent and not every
competent person is credible, as 2 witness.

Bession to Try Those Under its Jurisdiction.

16, All Church members, Elders and Deacons included, when
accused of offence, must first be tried by the Church Session to
which they belong. In all cases where the Church Session, for
any reasons, is incompetent to try an Elder, the Preshytery is
the Court to try him.

Oftences to be Proved to be Against the Scriptures
or the Laws of the Church.

17. No Church member ean be judically tried of any matter
of accusation or offence which cannot be proved to be such from
Seripture, or from the repulations or practice of the Church
founded on Scripture, or which does not involve those evils which
discipline is intended to prevent.

Kinds of Offences.

18. Offences are either private or public, to each class of
which appropriate modes of proceeding belong. In case of private
offences, no judicial process ought to be prosecuted before the
Judicatory until steps are or have been tsken to reclaim the
offender.

Means of Reconciliation and Reclaiming the Olfender

to be Taken Before a Case Goes to the Judicatory.

19, No complaint or information, on the subject of personal
or private injuries, shall be admitted, unless those means of
reeonciliation and of privately reclaiming the offender have been
used which are required by our Lord in Matthew 18 : 15-1T.
Those who bring information of privaie and personal injuries
before Judicatories, without having taken these previous steps,
shall themseclves be censured as guity of an offcnee against the
peace and order of the Church.

One as Liahle to Censure ag a Slanderer of his Brethren.

20. If any persoen shall spread the knowledge of an offence,
unless so far as shall be unavoidable, in prosecuting it before the
proper Judicatory, or in due performance of some other indispen-
sible duty, he shall be liable to censure, as a slanderer of his
brethern.

Public Offence to be Immediately Taken Up.
21, In case of a public offence, the proper Court may take
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immediate judicial cognisance of the cnse, without compliance
with preliminary steps reguired in a case of private offence.

Private Conversaiion with the Accused, may bg Necessary.
22, The Judicaiory, in many cases, may find it more for
edification to send some members to converse in & private manner
with the accused person, and if he confess guilt te endeavour
to bring him to repentance, than to proced immediately to citation.

Scandal to be Taken Up Within a Year Alter its Commission.
23. Process, in cage of scandal, shall commence within the
space of one year after the crime chall have been committed,
uniess it shall have recently hecome flagrant.

Party to Initiate an Actual Process.
24. An actual process in a judicial case may be initiated
either by the Judicatory itaself, or by an individual or individuals,
or upon common fame.

Those Initiating a Case Must Appear as Acrcusers.

25, When an individual or individuals institute a case, he or
they must appear as accusers, and undertake to substeotiate the
charge; and the process must be pursued in the name of the
accuser or accusers,

Common Fame as ithe Accuser, Originators Censured by Court.
26, When a case is taken up on a common fame, common
fame is the accuser. If it should be found that the general rumour
was raised by the rashness, censoriousness, or malice of ogne or
more individuals, the Court should censure the originators in
proportion to the degree of criminality which appears attached
to their conduect.

Some Particular Sin or Sios to be Specified by the Rumonr,

27. In order to render an offenice proper, for the cognisance
of a Judicatory on this ground, the rumour must specify some
particular sin or sins. It must be general, or widely spread; it
must not be transient, but permanent, and rather gaining strength
than declining; and it must be acecompanied with strong presump-
tion of truth.

Great Caution to be Exercised.

Taking up charges on this ground of course requires great
caution and the exercise of much Christian prudence. Great
caution ought to be exercised to receiving accusations from any
person who is known to indulge a malignant spirit towards the
accused; who is not of good character: who is himself under
censure or process; who s interested, in any respoct, in the
conviction of the accused,

Accused to be Given a Copy of the Charge Against Him.

28. When u Judicatory enters on the considration of a crime
alleged no more shall be done at the first meeting, unless by
consent of parties, than to give the accused a copy of the charge,
with the names of the witnesses to support it, and to cite all
conicerned to appear at the next meeting of the Judicatory to
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have the matter fully heard and decided. Notice shall be given
1o the parties concerned at least ten days previcusly to the
meeling of the Judicatory.

Moderator or Clerk to Issue the Citation.

29. The citation shall be issued and signed by the Moderator
or Clerk, by order and in the name of the Judicatory. He shall
also furnish citation for such witnesses as the accused shall nom-
inate to appear on his behalf,

Times, Places and Circumsinnces to be Stated.

30. In exhibiting charges, the times, places, and circum-
stances, should, if possible, be ascertained and stated that the
accused may have an opportunity to prove an alibi, or to extenuate
or alleviate his offence.

Excomenunication for Contumacy.

31. When an accused person or a witness refuses in obey
the citations, h+: shall be cited a second time, and if he still con-
tinue to refuse, Le shall be ciled a third time after which he shall
be excluded from the communion of the Church for his contumary,
il be dves not appear.

Time Allowed [or Citation.

32. The time which must ¢lapse between the first citation of
an accused person or & witness and the meeting of the Judicatory
at which he is io appear, is at least ten days. But the time allotied
for his appearance in the subsequent ciiation is left to the dis-
cretion of the Judicatory; provided always, however, that it be
not less than is quite sufficient for a reasonable and convenient
compliance with the citation,

Second Citation.

3. The second citation ought always to be eccompanied with
a notice, that if the person cited do not appear at the time
appointed, the Judicatory, shall censure him for his contumncy,
at the third citation.

Evidence for Serving Citation.

34. Judicatories, before proceeding to trial, ought to ascertain
that their citations have ben duly served on the persons for whom
they were intended, and especially before thoy proceed to ultimate
measures {or contumacy.

Suspcnsien of Privileges.

35. When a member of a Church Judicatory {Deacon, Elder,
or Minister), is under process, it shall be discretlionary with the
Judieatory whether his privileges of deliberating and voting Bs 2
member, in other matters shall be suspended until the process is
finally issued, or not.

Members to be Reminded of Their High Character as Judges.
36,  After the Court is duly constituted and opened with
prayer for divine guidance, the Moderator shall solemnly anncunce
from the chair that the body is about to pass to the consideration
of the business assigned for trial, and to enjoin on the members
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to recollect and regard their high character as judges of a court
oit dJesus Christ, and the solemn duty in which they are about to
act,

Reading of Charges and Specifications,

37. The charges and specifications shall then be read by the
Clerk, and the accused shall be called upon by the Moderator to
plend g‘l.Eilty or not guilty. If he plead gunilty, the Court shall,
z_;.fter private consideration and determination, proceed to pass
its sentence through the Moderacr. If he plead not guilty, the
prosecution shall then proceed to adduce the truth, proof of the
ghnrg_es as they are presented, and the witnesses shall he exam-
ined in the presence of the accused, who shall have the right to
Crass esamine,

Competency of Witnesses.

38. A competent witness is one who ought to be admitted
and heard. The competency of a witness may be affected by his
want of the proper age; by weakness of understanding; by infamy
of character; by heing under Church censure for falsehcod; by
nearness of relationship to any of the parties.

Right to Challenge Witness.

39. Where there is room to doubt with regard to any of these
points, either party has a right to challenge witness; and the
Court shall candidly attend {o the exceptions, and decide upon
them.

Husband and Wife Not Compelled.

40. A husbangd or wife shall not be compelled to bear the

testimony aganist cuch other in any Court.

More than One Witness Necessary to Establish a Charge.

The testimony of more than one witness is necessary in order
to establish any charge. A member of the Court may be called
upon to bear testimony in a case which comes before it. He shall
be qualified as other witnesses are; and after having given his
testimony he may immediately resume his sesat as 8 member of
the Court, No witness afterwards to be examined, except 2 mem-
ber of the Court, shall be present during the examination of
anothr witness on the same case, unless by consent of parties.

Qath.

41. The oath io a witness shall be administered by the
Moderator in the following terms: “You solemnly promise, in the
presence of the omniscient and heart-searching God, that you will
declare the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
according to the best of your knowledge, in the matter in which
you are called to witness, as you shall answer to the Great Judge
of quick and dead.”

Examination of Witnesses,

42. To prevent confusion, witnesses shall be examined, first
by the party introducing them, then cross-examined by the
opposite party; after which any member of the Court or either
party may put sdditional interrogatories. But no question shall
be put or answered except by permission of the Moderator.
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When the Delence is Not Allowed to Ask Questions.

43%. When the prosecution is examining his witnesses the
delence shall not be permitted to ask any questions of said wii-
nesses until the prosecution shall have finished with them, and
vice versa. When the proseculion shall have finished their
evidence, the accused shall then proceed to adduce his testimony
in defence and the same order shall be observed in the examina-
tion of the witnesses for the defence as for the prosecution.

Questions and Answers by a Witness to be Reduced to Writing
If Reguired.

44. Every question put to a witvess, shall, if required, be

reduced to writing. Whenh answered, it shall, together with the

anawer, be recorded, if deemed by either party of sufficient

tmportance,
Questions of Order.
45, Questions of order, which arise in the course of prucess,

shall be decided by the Moderator.

Acensed and Prosecutor May Comment on Their Testimony.

46. When the witnesses shall have been examined, the
accosed and the prosecutor shall bave the privilege of commenting
on their testimony to any reassonable extent. In their pleadings,
after all the witnesses have been examined, the defence shall first
be heard, and afterwards the prosecution. The pleadings having
been heard, the Court shall proceed deliberstely to a conclusion of
the whole matter, and declare their judgment. If the Court find
the party guilty, the person found guilty shall be admonished, or
rebuked, or excluded fromm Church privileges, as the case shall
appear to deserve, until he give satisfactory evidence of repen-
tence. H the Court find the party not guilty, it should recommend
him to the confidence of the Church.

Judgment to be Recorded and Parties Allowed Copies at Their
Own Expense. -

47, The judgment shall be regularily entered on the records
of the Judicatory, and the parties shal! be allowed copies of the
whale proceedings, at their own expense, it demanded by them.
And in case of references and appeals, the Court relerring or
appealed from shall send authentic copies of the whole process
to the Hhigher Court. Bui the perties cannot demand copies of
the whole proceedings from the Clerk, but from the Court, ns the
Clerk, without an order of the Court, has no authority to give
them.

Reasons for All Decisions to be Recorded at Length.

48. In recording the proceedings in cases of Judicizl process,
the reasons for all decisions shall be recorded at length, that the
record may exhibit everything which had sn influence on the
judgment of the Court. And nothing but what is contained in
the record may be taken into consideration in receiving the pro-
cedingg in a Superier Court, The records of a Court, or any part
of them, whether original or transcribed, if regularily authenti-
cated by the Moderator and Clerk, or either of them, shall
be decmed good and sufficient evidence in every other Court. In
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like manner, testimony taken by one Court, and regularly certi-
fied, shall be received by every other Court as no less valid than
if it had been taken by itself,

Unordained or Lay Preachers.

45, Lay preachers from other ‘denominations, shall be re-
ceived, when joining our Church, in the same manner as we
receive Elders and Deacons from any of our congregations; and
they shall be entitled to vote only when they come with followers,
except as otherwise decided by the General Assembly.

Holy Communion.

50, The Elements (bread and wine) for this service, are to
be made ready and put on the table by the Elders, to whom this
duty peculiarly belongs; the Deacons may help when neceasary.
All the arrangements for this service are in the hands of the
Elders, the Deacons helping. The Deacons' Court shall determine
the collectors for this service, both Elders and Deacons heing
eligible,

: Privilege to Sue,

51. A member of another denomination can sue, befors our
Judicatories, any member of onr Church who has offended him
or her, provided, he of she has a written consent from his or her
own Judicatory, regularly signed by responsible pariies of hiz or
ker own Judicatory. This consent must be produced before our
Judicatory when the case is to be tried.

A Non Christian Person.

52. Any person, whether a Christian or an adherent, know-
ing any member or officer of this Church, to be doing or having
done something contrary to the Word of God, has the right to
report the offender to the authorities of the Church. 'The Elder
or any member of the Session to whom such report was given
by the witness or accuser must report the same to the Session,
and failing to do so, he may be found guilty of the same offence,
The Session may obtzin evidence dircetly or indirectly from the
witness or accnser when necessary.

Collecting Monies.

53. Anyone desiring to go around the country collecting
monies on behalf of the Church, must obtain leave to do so from
his Presbytery, if he is to collect within the bounds of his Presby-
tery; from the General Assembly, if he is to go around the
country among our Churches generally, The objects of collecting
this money must be stated; the General Assembly may not
withhold its assent, if the cauwse is reasonable and worthy,
although it has a right to refuse,

Elopers.

54. A female, who, while a member of the Church, elopes
with &2 man and lives with him as man and wife, without being
married, is debarved from Church privileges until married and
roponed. The same is true and applicable to a man.
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Bigmany.

55. When a man, having two or more wives, is converted,
or when the vice versa is the case, {0 the satisiection of the
Session, advice must be sought from the Presbytery, as to whether
the party in question is to be granted Church privileges. Some-
times, the Session may, according to the circumstances of the case,
grant the said party, Church privileges, without recourse to the
Presbytery. It must always be the duty of the Session to en-
courage monegamy and discourage polygamy.

Apud Acta Citation.

56. Citation may be duly given apud acia, as it is termed,
when parties being present at a meeting of the Court they are
openly warned and summoned during the regular trapsaction of
business. When this citation has been given, there is no need
for any further citation, provided the fact of the citation apud
acta be inserted in the minutes of the Judicatory. If parties have
been already duly cited, and are present before the Court, a
citation apud acta is sufficient for summoning them duly to an-
other meeting of the Court to be held on a future dey.

Witnesses who Cannot Attend.

57. ‘When, frotn any cause, the personal attendance of a
witness cannot be obtained, a certificate or affidavit from him’
may suffice, or two or more members of the Court may be
appointed to take his evidence.

Naming Father.

58. A woman confessing guilt with reference to the birth of
her child is called upon to name the father. If she refuses to do
g0, she is dealt with as contumacions. If ske declares that she
does not know who tha father is, procedure is delayed until advice
be received from the Presbytery, except when the Session are
preparcd to decide the case.

Denial of Accunsation.

59. If a man, accused by a woman, appear and deny the
accusation, the woman is required to adduce evidence in support
of her averment. Every fair effort should be made to ascertain
the truth. If the woman has had more than one illegitimate child
previously, and if the man has hitherto borne a fair character,
she must furnish some prima facie good evidence before the
Court can be justified in even citing the accused party. Sometimes
the paternity is denied, while guilt is otherwise acknowledged.
Such acknowledgment iz held sufficient, unless proof can be
adduced that the woman had connection with another person, or
unless her character be notoriously bad,

Baptism of Child of Person Under Discipline.

60, The child of a person under discipline or censure cannot
be baptised unless bona fide adopted by another member of the
Church.

Tlegitimate Children.

Hlegitimate children should not be admitted 10 baptism,
unless they are presented by communicants, and unless the minis-
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ter s sotisfhed that there is a reasonalile prospect of the ehild
being brought up as a Christian. In such cases care should be
taken that the sponsors are duly impressed with the sense of
their obligations.

Charge of Fama Against Ruling Elder or Deacon.

61. If a charge be brought, or if a fama arise against an
Eider or a Deacon, the Church Session is called upon £o proceed
always by means of a preliminary enquiry or precognition. The
accused party ought to be made aware of this precognition, so as
to have an opportunity of offering explanation. If the accusation
or report appear frivolous, or not likely to be proved, it should
be allowed to drop. But if the contrary appear, the accused
should be faithfully and affectionately dealt with, in order that
he may be induced to make a ecandid statement of the whole
truth. If he deny the charge, or say that there is ne foundation
for the fame, the rules of proceedure are the same with those
followed in the case of an ordirary member, until a judgment
upon the effect of the evidence has been arrived at, except that,
besides being in the meantime suspended from privileges, he is
also ipso facto, suspended from office. If the result of the in-
vestigation be thet ihe party is suspended from privileges in the
way of censure, or that he is excommunicated, he is ipso facto
suspended or deposed from office. But the offence may appear
such in the view of the Session as to necessitate hiz suspension
or his deposition from office, even when they see no cause for
depriving him of privileges, either for a longer or a shorter period.

Intimation of Sentence.

62. A sentence of suspension, deposition, and excommunica-
tion prongunced upon en Elder ar Deacon may either be read
from the pulpit to the congregation, or intimsated otherwise by
the Moderator as may seem most for edification. '

Contempt of Court.

63. Any member of our Church Courts, who interferes with
the administration of justice by the Court, or who disobeys the
Court, or the ruling of its Moderator, in any way or manner, shall
be charged with contempt of Court. Any member of the Court
may draw the attention of the Court to this apomally, and being
seconded, the question shall be put at once on the table by the
Moderator without debate. The case may be iried at once or at
the time appointed by the Court, and when found guilty, the said
member shall be censured,

Repenement.

64. A deposed Elder or Deacon may be reponed to his affice
upon good cause shown, in so far as rigid law is concerned. But
the cases are very rare in which such reponement is thought to
be for edification. '

Charge of Fama Against a Minister,
65, 1t is a special function of the Presbytery to investigate
any charge or fama against & Minister or Probationer within their
bounds. They alone have primary jurisdiction over either. A
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Presbytery is called upon to prefer, in all cases, the honour of
Christ end the purity of His Church to the temporary feelings and
interests of man; therefore, allegation of serious offences against
the light of God's Word, or apainst holiness of life, on the part
of a& Minister of the Gospel, and especially on the part of a Pastor,
must not be lightly dealt with by his Preshytery.

Inguiry as to Rise, etc., of Fama.

66. Before beginning a process against s Minister or a Pro-
bationer, on the ground of a fama, involving serious scandal,
or manifest heresy, such as persisient opposition to the doctrine
of the confession of faith the Presbytery must be carsful to
enquire into the rise, vccasion, broachers, and grounds of such
a [ama, '

Functions of Ministers Cease Ipse Facto.

67. In every case in which a Presbytery has resolved to
order an indictment against a Minister of the Church, he ceases
ipso facto, to exercise the functions of his office, both ministerial
and judicial, entil the indiciment has been finally disposed of.
The indictment or charge must clearly set forth the nature of
the allcged offence and its contrariety to the Word of God, and
the laws of the Church, particularising, if necessary, time, pilace,
and other circumstances. It must be legibly written and hkanded
to the party concerned, a few days before the trial of the case.

Minister Not Appearing.

68. I an accused Minister, when duly cited, do not appear,
and either leave the locality, or show himself otherwise contum-
acious, without any relevant excuse, the Presbytery are reguired
to hold him as having confessed, and to depose &nd consure
him instanter with_ the lesser excommunication. If, after some
time, he do not return and subjeet himself to discipline, he may
be proceeded apainst, so as to be censured with the greater ex-
communication. The greater excommunication, if the Presbytery
sce cause, may be exercised instanter, at the first instance. The
full citation, if it is necessary or practicable, of & Minister, who
does not obey an ordinary citation, is a public citation {rom the
pulpit of his Church,

Reponing of a Minister, Etc.

63, It is competent for a Minister to be repomed to his
status, and for 2 Probationer to have his licence restored, upon
professions of repentence which seem to be borne.out by a course
of consistent conduct. But great caution is requisite in enter-
taining the (uestion of such reponement or restoration. A Minis-
ter ruay be reponed, or a Probationer’s licence may be restored,
by the Presbytery which proncunced the sentence of depusition
or deprivation. .

Scandal or Fama Clamosa Forced on Synod’s Altention.

T0. If any circumstances of a peculiar kind have the effect
of forcing upon the attention of 2 Synod a case of scandal or
fama clamosa before it has reached the Inferior Court having
primary jurisdiction over the party, it is not the duty of the
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Synod to take eny steps toward itself originating a process. But,
in such a case, the obligation liea upon it to direct the notice of
the Preshytery of the Bounds within which the scandal is alleged
to have occurred, or the fama clamosa appears {0 prevail, to the
statement or the facts which have been communicated to itself.

Palpable Scandal, Heresy, etc., Before Assembly,

T71. If any case of palpable secandal, or heresy, or contumacy
be forced by circumstances upon the attention of the General
Assembly before it has reached an Inferior Court having juris-
diction over the party, the Assembly may either remit such a case
to the Inferior Court, or deal with it summarily, by the direct
exercise of their own authority.

Presbyterian Chuorch Witnesses,

72. Members of the Presbyterian Church of Africa, when duly
cited by a competent Church Court to appear and give evidence
in a cause, are bound to obey the citation, and if they refuse,
are liable to be dealt with as contumacious, unless they can offer
a relevant and satisfactory excuse,

Absolution and Restoration.

73. The Church Session absolves from scandal and restores
to privieges, when it sees sufficient ground for doing so, after
hopeful evidence of penitence has been exhibited. The effect is
simply to remove the sentence of suspension, or the sentence of
greater excommunication. The Church does not pretend to
absolve from sin in the sight of God, But assuming the genuine-
ness of outward professions sand appearances, she proceeds on the
supposition that the offender has already scught and ohtained
forgiveness through the atoning blood of Christ. On this footing,
the Moderator pronounces the sentence of absolution in the name
of the Lord Jesus.

Duties which are Common to Elders and Deacons.

74, (1) Both Elders and Deacons may receive the Sabbath
collectiong of the people, according to such arrangements
as shall be made by the Deacons’ Court.

{2) For the better discharge of ibeir peculiar duties respec-
tively, as well as with a view to increased opportuniiies of
doing good, both Elders and Deacons visit periodically the
district assigned to them, and cultivate an acquaintsnce
with the members of the Church residing therein.

(3) It is competent for Elders to be employed as Deacons, when
a sufficient number of Deacons cannot be had.

(4} Deacons may assist the Elders with their advice, whether
in session or otherwise, when requested to do so.

Process Against a Minister.
75. {1} An no Minister ought, on acconnt of his office, 1o be
screened {rom the hand of justice, nor his offences to be
slightly censured, so neither ought scandalous charges 1o be
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(1)

{4}

(5}
(6}

(8)

{10}

{11)

(12)

received against him by any judicatory on slight grounds.

Process against a minister shall always be eatered before the
Preshytery of which he is a member.

The same capdour, cavton, and general method, substitut.
ting only the Presbytery for the Session, are to be observed
in investigating charges against him as are prescribed in the
case of private members,

Proccss against a Gospel Minister sball not be commpuced,
upless some person or persons undertake te make out the
charge, or unless common fame so loudly proclaim the
scandal, that the Presbytery find it necessary for the hononr
of religion to investigate the charge.

When complaint is laid before the Presbylery, it must be
reduced to wriling.

The prosecutor of a minister shall be previously warned,
that if he fail to prove the charges, he muost bimseclf be
censured as a slanderer of the Gospel Ministry.

il u .ninister acevsed of atrocious erimes, breing twice duly
cited, shall refuse to attend the Presbytery, he shall be
immediately suspended, And if, after another citation, he
shall refuse to attend, he shall be deposed as contumacious,
If it be found that the facts with which a minister stands
charged hoppened without the bounds of his own Preshytery,
that Presbytery shall send nolice to the Presbytery within
whose bounds they did happen, and desice it either (if
within conventent distaioce) to cite the witnessess to ap-
pear at the place of tral or (if the distance be so great
as to render that inconvenient) to take the examination
itself, and (ransmil an authentic rccord of their testimony,
always giving due notice to the accused person, of ihe time
and place of such examination.

Nevertheless, in case a minister being supposed to be guilty
of a erime or crimes at such a distance from his nsual
place of residence as that the offence is not likely to become
otherwise known to the Presbytery he belongs, it shall in
such c¢ase be the dnty of the Presbytery within whose
bounds the facts shall have happened, after satisfying itself
that there is probable ground of accusalion, to send notice
to the Presbytery of which he is a member, who are to
proceed against him, and either send and take the testimony
itself by a commission of its own body, or request the
other Fresbiytery fto take it for it, amd transmit the same
properly authenticated.

If a minister confess gnilt, and the mafter be base and
fagitious:— such as drankenness, unclesghhess, however
penitent he may appear to the satisfactiorn of all—the Prea-
Lytery must withoul delay suspend him from the excercise
of his office ot depose him from the Ministry,

If upon trial be be found guilty, the Preshytery must cen-
sure, admonish, suspend, or deposc him, uwccording to the
pnature of the offence.

A minister deposed for scandalous conduct shall not Dbe
restored, even on the deepest sorrow for his sin, until after
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(r3)

(14}

{15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

{ro)

some time of eminent and exemplary, humble, and edifying
conduct to beal the wound made by his scandal,

As soon as a minister is deposed, his congrepation shall be
declared vacant.

If after a trial lLefore any judicatory, new testimony be
discovered, which is supposed to Dbe highly importaut to
the exculpation of the accused, it is proper for him to ask,
and far the judicatory to grant a new trial.

It sumetimes happens, in the prosecution of appeals, that
testimony which had not been exhibited befors the inferior
judicatory, is represented to exist, and to be of considerable
importance in the case,

Represeniation of this kind ought not to be Nghtly, or, of
course sustained. But the Superior Judicatory ought to he
well satistied that the alleged testimony is of real importance,
before it determines to put the Inferior Judicatory to the
trouble of a mew tral, '
When such testimony, thercfore, js alleged to exist, either
by the appellant, or the Judicatory appealed from, it will
be proper for the Superior Judicatory to inquire into the
nature and import of Lhe testimony; what is intended Lo he
proved by it; and whether there is any probability that it
will really establish the point intended to be established.
Tt it appear that the fact proposed to be established by
the new testimony is iraportant; that is, if it apvear to be
such a fact, ag, if proved, would materally alter the aspect
of the cause; and if there be any probabiltiy that the
testimony in question will be sufficient to estublish the
alleged fact, then the Superior Judicatory ought o send
the cause back to the Inferior for a new (rial.

Cases may arise, however, in which the jlldir.‘:ltory ap-
pezled  frem  and  the appellant may concur in re-
questing the Superior Judicatory to  take up and
issue the appeal, with the additional light which the

- the evidence may afford. In this case, and capeeially if

(20}

(21)

(22}
{23)

very serious injury is likely to happen, either to the ap-
pellant or to the church, by the delay which a new trial
would occasion, the Superior Court may proceed to hear
the new evidence, and to issue the appeal with the aid of
the additional light which that testimony may afford,
When, however, the jndgment of the Infedor Court is
reversed . and it is apparent that the new evidence had
consideraple influence in procuring the reversal, it nught
to be steted in the decision of the Supedor (ourt, in-as-
much as, it would be injustice to the Infedor Court to
reverse its decision upon the grounds which were never
hefore it without explaining the fact.

Ii a court refuse to grant a new trial upon the allegation
of pew testimony, a complaint may lje.

An order for a mew trial does not restore the defendant.
If a minister becomes a party to a suit for divorce, the
Presbytery to which be belongs shall make judicial inquiry
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into the facls of the case, inchuling the record in the
civil court or courts, and its findings shall be spread upon
the records.

(24) 11 a judicatory so decides, a member shall not be allowed,
while charges are pending against him, lo deliberate or
vote on any questiom,

{25} Heresy and schism may be of such a nature as to call for
deposition o excommunication; bat errors ought to be cate-
fully considercd, whether they strike at the vitals of teligion
and are industriously spread, or whether they arise frem the
weakness of the human understanding, and are not likely
to do tnach injury,

(26) A deposed minister, shall, in no case, be restored, until
it shall clearly appear to the judicatory within whose
bounds he resides, that the restoration can be effected
without injury to the cause of religion, and then only by
the judicatory inflicting the censure, or with its advice
and consent.

(27) A minister, deposed without excommunication, shall be
given by the Presbytery deposing him, when he so desires,
2 letter to any church with which he may desire to con-
nect himself where his lot may be cast, in which shall
be stated his exact relation to the church.

{28) A Presbytery may, if the edification of the Church de-
mand it, require an accused minister to refrain from the
excercise of his office untili final action in the case shall
be taken, provided that in all cases a speedy investigation
or trial shall be had.

{29) H the Presbylery finds, on trial, that the matter com-
plained of amounts to no more than such acts of infirmity
as may be amended and the people satisfied, so that
little or nothing remains to hinder the usefulness of the
offender, it shall take ail prudent measures to remove
the evil.

{30) In process by a session against a ruling elder or n
deacon, the provisions of this section, so far as applicable,
shall be ohserved.

Cases Without Process

T6. (1) If a person commits an offence in the presence
of a judicatory, or comes forward as his own accuser
and makes known his offence, the judicatory may proceed
to judgment without process, giving the offender an op-
portunity to be heard; in the case firat named he may
demand a delay of at least two days before judgment.
_The record must clearly exhibit the nature of the offence,
as well as the judgment and the reasons therefor, and
appeal may be taken from the judgment as in other cases.
(2) If a communicant, not chargeable with immoral cenduct,
informa the session that he is fully persuaded that he has
no right to come to the Lord's Table, the session shali
confer with him on the subject, and may, should he
continue of the same mind, and his attendence on the
other means of grace be regular, excuse him from atten-
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dence on the Lord’s Supper, and, after fully satisfying
themselves that his judgment is not the result of mistaken
views, shall erase his name from the roll of communi-
cants, and make record of their action in the case.

{3) If the communicant shall fail to ask for a regular certi-
ficate of dismission or removal, within one year, without
giving sufficient reason, after correspondence by the session,
his name may be placed on the roll of suspended mem-
bers, with the date of the action, until he shall satisfy
the session of the propriety of his restoration, The same
action may be taken, without correspondence, in the case
of those absent for more than a year, whose residence
in unknown. In every c¢ase the session must state the
reasons of its action; and in all cases such member or
members shall continue subject to the jurisdiction of the
session.

(4) The roll of suspended members shall contain the names
of those members who have been suspended either with
or without process. Such names shall not be reported
to Presbytery as bring among the active members of the
church. The session shall make an annual review of the
roll of communicants and of the roll of suspended mem-
bers, before making its report to Presbytery, and in mak-
ing such review, it shall maeke earnest effort to restore
to good and regular standing suspended members.

(6} If any communicant, not chargeable with immoral con-
duct, neglects the ordinances of the Church for one year,
and in circumstances such as the session shall regard
to be a serious injury to the cause of religion, he may, after
affectionate visitation by the session, and admonition if
rneed he, be suspended from the communion of the
Church until he gives satisfactory evidence of the sincerily
of his repentence, but he shell not be excommunicated
without due process of discipline.

{6) In cases where a communicant, still residing in the
bounds of the Church and not chargeable with immorat
conduct, shall persistently absent himself from the ordin-
ances of religion in the Church, the session, having made
diligent effort to restore him to active fulfillment of his
membership, may, after one year from the beginning of
such effort, and after duly notifving him of its intention,
place his name upon the roll of swospended members,
without further process. If at a later time such communi-
cant, his conduct in the meanwhile being free from
scandal, shall resume his attendence on the ordinmances
of the Church, the session shall restore his name to the
active roll.

{7} If & minister, otherwise in good standing, shall make
application to be released from the office of the ministry.
he may, at the discretion of the Presbytory, be put on
probation for one year at least, in such a2 manner as the
Presbytery may direct, so as fo ascertain his motives
end reasors for such a relinquishment. And if, at the end
of this period, the Presbytery be satisfied that he cannot
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be useful and happy in the excercise of his minisiry,
they may allow him to demit the office, and return to
the condition of a private member in the Church, ordering
his name to be sfricken from the roll of the Preshytery,
and giving him a letter to any Church with which he may
wish to connect himself.

(8) If a communicant renounces the communion of this
Church by joining snother denomination, without regular
dismission, although such conduct is  digorderly, the
session shall take no other action in the case than to re-
cord the fact, and order his name to be erased from the
roll, If charges are pending against bim, they may be
prosecuted,

(9) ¥ a minister, not otherwise chargeable with an offence,
renounces the jurisdiction of this Church, by abandoning
the ministry, or becoming independent, or joining another
denomination not deemed heretical, without a regular
dismission, the Prosbytery shall take no other action than
to record the fact and erase his name from the roll. If
charges are pending against him, he may be tried thercon.
If it appears that he has joined another dencmination
deemed heretical, he may be suspended, deposed, or ex-
communicated.

Removals and Limitations of Time

77, (1) When any member shall remove from one Church
to another, he shall produce a certificate, ordinarily not
more than ope year old, of his Church-membership and
dismission, before ke shall be admitted as a regular member
of that Church.

{2) When a minister, licentiate, or candidate, is dismissed
frora cne Presbytery to another, the certificate shall be
presented to the Presbytery to which it is addressed,
ordinarily within one year from its date, and the fact
of his rcception shall be prompily communicated to the
Presbytery dismissing him.

(3) If a church-member, more than a year absent from the
place of his ordinary residence and Church connections,
applies for a ceortificate of memberghip, his absence, and
the knowledge of the Church recspecting hiz demeancur
for that time, or its want of information ecneerning it,
shall be distinetly stated in the certificate.

{4) Prosecuiion for an alleged offence shall commence within
one year from the time of its alleged ecommission, or
from the date when it becomes known to the judicatory
having jurisdiction thereof.

Differences Between Judicatories
78. (1) Any judicatory deeming itsell aggrieved by the
action of any other judicatory of the same rank, may
present a memorial to the judicatory immediately superior
to the judicatory charged with the grievance and to which
the latter judicatory is subject, notice of said memorial
shall be lodged with the clerks, both of the judicatory
charged with the grievanece and of its next superior
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judicatory, within one year From the coramission of the
said alleged grievance.

(2) When any judicatory deems itself aggrieved by another
judicatory and decides to present a memorial as provided
for in the preceeding clause, it shall appoint a eommittee
to conduct the case in all its stages, in whatever judica-
tory, until the final issue be reached.

(3) The judicatory with which the memorial is lodged, if it
sustain the same, may reverse in whole or in part the
matter of grievance, and shall direct the lower judicatory
how to dispose of the case, and may enforce its orders.
Either party may appeal to the next higher judicatory.

Jdurisdiction in Cases of Dismission

79. (1) A member of a Church, receiving a certificate of
dismission to another Church, shall not continue to be
a member of the Church giving him the certificate, until
he returns with s certificate from the Church of which
he has been a member after removal from the former
Church, and, should he return the certificate, within »
yvear from its date, the session shall make record of the
foct, but he shall not thereby be restored to the exereige
of the functions of any office previonsly held by him in that
Church, unless the session is satisfied with his conduct
and is convinced that the restoratiom would be of no
harm to the Church.

(2} In like manner, a minister shall be subject to the juris-
diction of the Presbytery which dismissed him (but shall
not deliherate or vote, nor be counted in the bhases of
representation 20 the general assembly), until he actually
becomes a member of another Preshytery, but, should he
return the certificate of dismission within & vear from
its date, the Preshytery shall meke record of the fact, and
restore him to the full privileges of membership.

(3) A Preshytery, giving a certificate of dismission to a
minister, licentiate, or candidate for licensure, shall
specify the particular body to which he is recommended;
and, if recommended to a Presbytery, no other than the
one designated, if existing, shall receive him.

(4) M o Church becomes extinct, the Preshytery with which
it was connected shall have jurisdiction over its members:
it shall, also, determine any case of discipline began by
the session and not concluded.

(5) ¥ a Presbytery becomes extinct, the Synod with which
it was connected shall have jurisdiction over its mem-
bers, and may transfer them to any Presbytery within ils
bounds. It shall, also, determine amy case of discipline
began by the Preshyiery and mot concluded.

Points to be Observed by All Judicatories

80. (1) No member of a judicatory who has not heen pre-
sent during the whole of a trial, shall be allowed to vote on
any question arising therein, except by unanimous consent
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of the judicatory and of the parties; and when & trial
is in progress, the roll shall be culled after each recess
and adjournment, and the names of the absenties shall be
noted.

(2) The parties shall be allowed copies of the record at their
own espense, and on the final disposition of a case in
a higher judicatory, the record of the casé, with the judg-
ment, shall be transmitted to the judicatory in which the
case originated.

(3) In all cases of judicial process, the judicatory may, at any
stage of the case, determine, by a majority vote, to sit
with closed doors.

(1) A judicatory may, if the edification of the Church de-
mands it, require an accused person to refrain from ap-
proaching the Lord's Table, or from the excercise of offlce,
or both, until final action in the case shall be taken,
provided, that in all cases a speedy investigation or trial
shall be had.

(5) An offence, gross in itself, may have been committed in
such circumstances, that plainly the offender cannot be
prosecubted to conviction. In all such cases, it is better
to wait until God, in his rightecous providence, shal give
further light, than by unavailing prosecution, to weaken
the force of dicipline.

{6} Great caution ocught to be excercised in receiving ac-
cusations from eny person who is known to indulge a
malignant spirit toward the accused, or who is not of
good character, or who is himself under censure, or who
is personally iuterested in any respect in the conviction
of the aceused, or who is known to be litigious, rash, or
highly imprudent.

Questions of Privilege.

Questions relating to the rights and privileges of the judica-
tory, or to any of its members, take precedence of all other
motions except those relating to adjournment and recess, to
which they wield. Before a member had commenced speaking,
even though he has been assigned th floor, it is in order for
another member to raise a question of privilege. Ii the question
is one requiring immediate action, it may interrupt a member's
speech. When a member rises for this purpose he should not
wait to be recognised, but immediately on rising should 58Y,
‘“‘Mr. Moderator,” and when he catches the moderator's eve,
should add, “l1 rise to a question of privilege affecting the
judicatory,” or “I rise to a question of personal privilege.” The
chuir directs him to state his question, and then decides whether
it is one of privilege or not. From this decision any twa members
may appeal. The chair may decide it to be m question of
privilege, but not of sufficient urgency to jusiify interrupting the
speaker. In such a case the speaker should he allowed to continue,
and when he has finished, the chair should immediately assign
the floor to the member who raised the question of privilege
to make his motion if one is necessary. As soon as the question
of privilege is disposed of, the business is resumed exactly
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where it was interrupted; if a member had the floor at the time
the question of privilege was raised, the chair assigns him
the floor agein.

Questions of privilege may relate to the privileges of the
judicatory, or only of a member, the former having the precedence
if the two come into competition. Questions of personal privilege
must relate to ohe as a member of the judicatory, or else relate
to charges against his character which, if true, would incapacitate
him for membership.

Orders of ithe Day

82, A calt for the orders of the day (which is @ dernand that
the house conform to its programme or order of business) cen
be made nt any time when no other privileged motion is pending
and the order of business is being varied from, and only then.
It requires no second, and is in order when annther hns the
flocr, ever though it interrupts a speech, as a =ingle member
has 8 right to demeand that the order of business be conformed
to, It is out of order to call for the orders of the day when
there is no variation from the order of business. When one or.
more subjects have been assigned to a particular day or hour
(by postponing them to, or making them special orders for, that
day or hour, or by adopting a programme or order of business),
they become the orders of the day for that day or hour, and
they cannot be considered before that time, except by a two-thirds

vote.
Charch Notices .
83, The Church announcements or notices, banns of marriages,
etc,, are to be made by the minister, or by some one delegated

by him.

APPENDIX I.

THE DIRECTORY FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD.
A.—The Sanctification of the Lord’s Day.

(1) It is the duty of every person to remember the Lord's Day,
and to prepare for it before its arrival. All worldly businesa
should be so arranged, and seasonably laid aside, as that
we may not be.hindered thereby from sanetifying the
Sabbath, as the Holy Scriptures require.

(2) The whole day is to be kept holy to the Lord, it is
to be employed in the public apd private excercises of
religion, Therefore it is entirely necessary, that there
be a holy resting, 2l the day, from all unnecessary labours,
and an abstaining from ell those recreations which may
be lawful on other days, and also, as much as possible,
from worldly thoughts and converaation.

(3) The provisians for the support of the family on that day,
must be so ordered, that all people including children if
posgsible, may not be improperly detained from the public
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worship of God, nor hindered from sanctifying the Sab-
bath.

{4) Every person and family in the morning, by secret and
private prayer, for themselves and others, especially for
God's assistance to their minister, and for a blessing upon
his ministry, by reading the scriptures, and by hply
meditation, should be religious and prepare for communion
with God in his public ordinances.

(5) The people should be so careful to assemble together
at the appointed time, that, being all present at the
beginning, they may unite, with one heart, in all the
parts of public worship, and no one should unnecessarily
depart, until the blessing has been pronounced.

(6) The time, after the solemn services of the congregation
in public are over, should be spent in reading, meditation,
repeating of sermons, catechising, religivus conversation,
prayer for a blessing upon the public ordinances, the
singing of psalms, hymns, or spiritual songs, visiting the
sick. relieving the poor, and in performing such like duties
of piety, charity and mercy.

B. The Assembling of the Congregation and their Behaviour,
During Divine Service

(1) When the time appointed for public worship has ar-
rived, the people should enter the Church, and take their
seats in a decent, grave and reverent manner,

{2} In time of public worship, the people should attend with
gravity and reverence, forbearing to read anything, ex-
cept what the minister or any other preacher is then
reading or citing; =abstaining from all whisperings, from
salutations of persons present, or coming in; and from
gazing about, sleeping, smiling, and all other indecent
behaviour.

€. The Puablic Reading of the Holy Seriptures

(1)} The reading of the Holy Scriptures, in the congregation,
is a part of the public worship of God, and ought to be
performed by the ministers and competent elders or
deacons,

¢2) The Holy Scriptures of the 0ld and New Testament, shall
be publicly read, from the most approved translations,
in the vernacular, that all may hear and understand.

{3} It is left to the discrelion of every minister or any other
preacher, as to how large a portion of the Scripture shall
be read at a time. He may, when he thinks it necessary,
expound any part of what is read, always having regard
to the time, that neither reading, singing, praying, preach-
ing, or any other ordinance, be disproportionate the one
to the other, nor the whole rendered toa short, or too

tedious.
D, The Singing of Psalms
(1) It is the duty of Christians to praise God, by the singing
of Psalms, or hymns, publicly in the Church, as also pri-
vately in the family.
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{2) In singing praises unte God, we are to sing with the
spirit, and with the understanding alsc, making melody
in our hearts unto the Lord. It is also proper, that we culti-
vate some knowledge of the rules of music, that we may
praise God in a becoming manner with our voices, as well
as with our hearts,

{3) The whole congregation should be encouraged to have
hymn books, and to join in this part of worship. When
many of the congregation cennot read, it is recornmended
that the reading of the psalm or hymn, verse by verse,
should be introduced.

E. The Public Prayer
(1) It is necessary and quite proper to begin the public

worship of the Sanctuary, immediately after an opening
psalm or hymn, by a short prayer; humbly adoring the
infinite Majesty of the Living God, expressing a sense
of our distance from him as creatures, and unworthiness
ag sinners, and humbly imploring His Gracious presence,
the essistance of his Holy Spirit in the duties of his
worship, and his acceptance of us througk the merits
of our Lord end Saviour Jesus Christ.

(2) Then, befora sermon, after the reading of the Holy
Scriptures, it is proper that, there should be a fu!l and
comprehensive praver :

First : Adoring the glory and perfections of God, as
they are made known to us in the works of creation,
in the conduct of providence, and in the clear and full
revelation he hath made of himself in His written word.

Second: Giving thanks to him for =alf his mercies
of every kind, general and particular, spiritual and
temporal, -common and special, above all, for Jesus
Christ, his unspeakable gift, and the hope of eternal
life through Him.

Third: Making humble confession of sin, both orignal
and actual. Acknowledging, and endeavouring to impress
the mind of every worshiper, with a deep sense of the
evil of all sin, as such; as being a departure from the Living
God; and also faking a particular and affecting view of
the various fruits which proceed from this root of bitter-
ness -—as sins against God, our neighbour, and ourselves:
sins in thought, in word, and in deed; sins secret and pre-
sumptuous; sins accidental! and habitual. Also, the
aggravations of sin arising from knowledge, or the means
of it, from distinguishing mercies, from valuable privileges,
from breach of vows, ete,

Fourth: Making earnest supplication for the pardon
of sin, and peace with God, through the bloed of the
atonement, with all its important and happy fruits: for
the spirit of sanctification, and abundant supplies of the
grace that is necessary to the discharge of our duty: for
support and comfort, under all the trials to which we
are liable, gs we are sinful and mortal; and for all temporal
mercies that may be necessary, in our passage througb this
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valley of tesrs; always remembering to view them as
flowing in the channel of covemant love, and intended
to strengthen us in our spiritual life.

Fifth: Pleading from every principle warranted in
Scripture from our own necessity, the all-gufficiency
of God, the merit and intercession of owr Saviour and
God's glory in the comfort and bappiness of his people.

Sixth : Intercession for others including the whole
world of mankind, the Kingdom of Christ, or his Church
universel, the Church or Churches with which we are
more particularly connected, the interest of human soclety
in general, and in that community to which we immediately
belong, all that are invested with civil authority, the
ministers of the everlasting gospel, and the rising genera-
tion; with whatever else, more particular, may seem
necessary, or suiteble to the interest of that congregation
where divine worship is celebrated,

(3) Prayer after sermon, cught generally to have a relution
to the subject that has been treuated of in the discourse;
and all other public prayers, to the eircumstances that
oecasioned them,

(4) Simce there is a very great compass and variety in all
the preceding directions, it ia left to the judgment and
fidelity of the officiating minister, or any other competent
preacher to insist chiefly on such parts, or to take in
more or less of the several parts, as he shall be led to
by the aspect of Providence; the particular state of the
congregation in which he officiates, or the disposition and
excercise of his own heart at ihe time,

(5) It is the indespensible duty of cvery minister, previously
to his entering on his office, to prepare and qualify him-
self for this part of his duty, as well as for preaching.
He ought, by a thorough acquaintance with tbe Holy
Scriptures, by reading the best writers on the subject,
by meditation, and by a life of communion with God in
secret, to endeavour to acquire both: the spirit and the
gift of prayer. Not only s0, but when he is to enter on
particular acts of worship, he should endeavour to com-
pose his spirit, and to digest his thoughts for prayer, that it
may be performed with dignity and propriety, as well
as to the profit of those who join in it, and that he may
not disgrace that important service by mean, irregular or
extravagant effusions.

F. The Worship of God by Offering

(1) In order that every member of the congregation mny be
trained to give of his substance systematically, and as
the Lord has prospered him, to promote the preaching
of the Gospel in all the world and to every creature,
according to the cormand of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is
proper and very desirable that an opportunity be given for
.offerings by the congregations in this behalf every Lerd's
Day, and that, in accordance with the Scriptures, the
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bringing of such offerings be performed os a sclemn aci
of worship to Almighty God.

(2) The proper order, both as to the particular service of
the day and the time in such service for receiving the
offerings, may be left to the discretion ¢f the minister
and the deacon’s court of the church, but, in order
that it may be a seperate and specific act of worship,
the minister, or, in his absence, or inability to act, one
of the elders or deacons of the church, should either
precede or immediately follow the same with a
brief prayer, invoking God’s blessing upon it and devoting
the offerings to his service. .

{3) The offerings received shall be applied by the Deacon’s
Court, in fitting proportions, to religious, ecclesiastical,
educational, or benevolent ohjects; but the specific designa-
tion by the giver of sany offering to any cause or causes
shall always be respected, and the will of the donor care-
{ully carried out.

(4) The offerings of the Sabbath School nnd of the varicus
societies or agencies of the Church shall be reported
regularly to the Deacon's Court of the Chureh, and no offer-
ings or collections shall be made by them for objects other
than those comnected with the resbyterian Church of

. Africa, without the approval of the Deacon's Court.

{5 It is the duty of every minister to cultivate the prace
of liberal giving in his congregation, that every member
thereof may offer according to his or her ability, whether
it be large or small

G. The Preaching of the Word

{1) The preaching of God's Word, heing an institution of
God Himself for the salvation of men, great attention
should be paid to the manner of performing it. Every
minister ought to give diligent application to it, and
endeavour to prove himself a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,

{2) The subjeot of a sermon should be some verse or verses
of the Scripture: and its object to explein, defend and
apply some part of the system of divine truth; or, to
point out the nature, and state the bounds and cbligation
of some duty. A text should not he mercly a motto, but
should fairly contain the doctrine propesed to be handled.
Sometimes it is quite proper that large portions of
Scripture be expounded, and particularly improved, for
the instruction of the people in the meaning and use
of Sacred Oracles.

{3) The method of preaching requires muoch study, medita-
tion and prayer. Ministers ought, in general, to prepare
their sermons with care, and not to indulge themselves in
loose, extemporary harangues. They should keep to the
simplicity of the Gospel, expressing themselves in language
agreeable to Scripture, and level to the understanding of
the wmeanest of their hearers, carefully avoiding ostentation
either of parts or learning. They should aiso, by their
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lives, adorn the doctrine which they preach, be examples
of the believers, inm word, in life, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.

{4) As one primary desipn of public ordinances is to pay

social acts of homage to the most high God, minisiers
or other preachers should be careful not to make their
sermons so long as to interfere or exclude the more im-
poriant duties of prayer and praise, but should preserve
a just proportion hetween the several parts of public
worship,

{5) When the sermon is ended, the minisier or some one

else, is to pray, and return thanks to Almighty God,
then after the singing of a closing psalm or hymn, the
minister, or, in his absence or inability, one of the elders
shall dismiss the congregation with the Apostolic Benedic-
tion. ’

(6) It is expedient that no person should preach in any of

1)

2)

3)

()

{5)

the Churches under our care, unless by the consent of the
minister,

H.-~The Administration of Baptism.
Baptism is not to be unnacessarily delayed, and cannot
be, in any case, administered by any private person, but
by an ordained minister of the Gospel.
Baptism is usually administered in the Church, in the
presence of the congregation, and, it is convenient that
it be performed immediately after sermon. It is left to
the discretion of the minister, as to the expediency of
performmg this service in other places than the church.

The child to be baptized should hLe presented by one
or both the parents, thereby signifying their desire that
the child may be baptized. Before baptism the minister
should use some words of instruction respecting the in-
stitution, nature, use, and ends of this ordinance. The
minister is also to exhort the parents to the careful
performance of their duty and promise, in the baptism
of the child, so that the child may be brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord,

The minister should pray for a blessing to attend this
ordinence; after which, calling the child by name, he shall
say : "I baptize thee, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”” As he pronounces these
words, he is io baptize the child with water, by pouring
or sprinkling it on the head of the child, without adding
any other ceremony; and the whole shall be coacluded
with prayer.

When unbaptized adults are to be admitted into the
Church, they shsll, in ordinary cases, after giving satis-
faction to the Church Session, with respect to their
knowledge and piety, make a public profession of their
faith in the presence of the congregation, and there
upon be baptized. Before Laptism, the minister should
use some words of instruction respecting the institution,
nature, use, and ends of ihis ordinance,
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{6) The minister shail propose to the person to be baptised
the following or similar questions. viz :—

(1) Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten
Son of God and the only Savious from sin ?

{(2) Is il your desire to be baptized in this faith ? Then
the minister shail baptize the candidate by pouring
or sprinkling water upon his head or her head, calling

im or her by name, and using these words: “ I
baptize thee, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. After that, the administra-
tion of the sacrament shall be coneluded with prayer.

1. The Administration of the Lord’s Supper

I. The Communion, or Supper of the Lord Tesus Christ, is to
be administered by an ordained minister of the Gospel. As to how
often it should be celebrated, shall be deiermined by the Session
of each congregation.

2. The ignorant and scandalous shonld not be admitted to
the Lord’s Supper,

3. 1t is proper that public notice should be given to the
congregation, at least the Sabbath before the administration of
this ordinance, and that either thep, or on some day of the week,
yrevious to the celéfiistibn ¢f this ordifanc?, the people be in-
structed i its natore, and a due preparation for it, that all may
come in a suitalble manper to this feast,

4. When ihe sermwon, if there is any, is ended, the minister
shall read the words of the insittution of this holy feas:, either
from one of the cvangclists, or frown st Corinthians, eleventh
chapter; which, as to him may appear expedieni, he may (x-
plain and apply. He is to warn the profane, the jgnorant, and
scandalone and those that secretly indulge themesives in any
kaown sin, not to approach the Holy VFeast. On the ather haud,
be shall invite to this sucrament, such as are sensible of their
fost and helpless statc of sin, depend upon the atonement of
Christ for pardon and acceptance with God, such as desite to re-
nounce their sins, and are determined to lead a holy and Gadly
Life.

3- The dable on which the elements are placed, being de-
cenily covered, the bread in convenient dishes, aud the wine in
cups, aml the communicants orderly and gravely sitting in their
seats before the table, in the presence of the minister; then the
minister shall, by prayer and (hanks giving, set the elements
apart.,

6. The Lread and wive bheing thus set apart, the minister
in view of the people, sball tuke the hread, and break it, at
the same time pronouncing the words of the institution of this
Ordinance, pertaining to bread. The bread shall then he distri-
buted. The minister after he has partaken of it, shall distribui
it to the clders and deacons orderly aud gravely knecling before
the talle, After having givep the bread, he shall take the cup,
. at the same time pronouncing the words of the institution per-
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taining to wine, and after partaking of it, he shall give it to the
elders and deacons still ordecdy and gravely kneeling before the
table. Then after that, the bread and wine shall be given (v the
cotnmunicants, orderly and gravely kneeling before the table,
either by the minister or by the elders, the elements being handed
or passcd tu the clders by the minister. It is also proper tnat the
minister shonld imself (ommuogpicate at such time as may oppear
to him mast convenient. This service shall be concluded by psaver
cither by the mimster or one of the elders or deacons, After this
prayer, the coucciion, where cach conununicans is requited to
contribute three penpies (3d.} or tnore according to lis or her
ability, shall then be taken; or, it may be faken at such other
time as may seern meet and suitable to the Deacons’” Court in
view of certain circymstances,

7. Then a psalm or hymna chall be sung after which the con-
gregation shall be dismissed by the minister with the Apostolic
benediction,

¥ The Admission to Full Commuonion of Petrsons Baptized
in Infaancy.

1. Children, born within the pale of the Visible Church, and
dedicated to God in baptism, arc under the inspectiion, oversight
and government of the Church Session; they are to be tanght to
read and reprat the Catechism, the Apostles’ Creed, and the T.ord's
prayer. They are to he taught to pray, to abhor sin, to fear God,
and to abey His Son, the Lord Jesns Christ.

z. When thesc children reach the years of discretion, if they
are free {from any scandal, being sober and steady, having suffi-
cien! knowledge to discern the Lord's body, they shonld he in-
formed it is their doty and their privilege to come to the Lord’s
supper. )

3. The wvears of discretion for young Christians cannot be
exactly fixed, as a genmeral rule. The Church Session of each con-
gregation must judge for themselves as io when to admit such
young Christians to the Lord’s table.

4. When persons baptized in infancy are to be admitted to
full communion with the Church, they shall be examined by the
Session or by its authority, as to their knowledge and piety, and
shall in ordinary cases, with ithe Session’s approval, make a pub-
lic profession of their faith, in the presence of lhe congregation.

K. The Mode of Toflicting and Removing Censure.

1. Since the power which Christ has given the rulers oi His
Church is for edification, and not destruction, therefore, when a
commuunicant shall have been found guilty of a fault deserving
censure, the judicatory oughi to proceed with all tenderness, It
should endeavour to restore the offending brother in the spirit of
mcekness, its members considering themnselves Jiable to the same
or some other temptation.

2. Censure should be inflicted with great solemnity, in order
that it may he the means of impressing the mind of the delinguent
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with a proper sense of his sin, and that, with a divine blessing,
it may lead him to repentence. .

3. The judicatory having resolved to pass sentence, suspend-
ing a communicant from church privileges, the moderator shall
pronounce the sentence in the following form, viz: *"\Vhereas you
have been found guilty (by your own confession), or Ly sufficient
proof, as the case may Le, of the sin of (mentioning the particu-
lar offence), we declare yon suspended from the sacrument of the
Lord's Supper, till you give satisfaclory cvidence of repentence.’’
To this shall be added such advice, admonition, or rebuke, as
may be judged necessary, and the whole shall be concluded with
prayer to Almighty God, that He would follow this act of disci-
pline with His blessing.

4. Such censure, should, in ge.uéral. Le inflicted betore the
judicatory only, but, if the judicatory .hink it expedient to re-
bule ithe ofleader publicly, the suspension may be m the presence
of the congregation. :

5. After a person has thus Dbeen suspended, the mimster aod
¢lders should frequently converse with him, as well as pray for
him in private, that it would please God (o enable him to repent.
Moareover, on days preparatory to the dispensing of the Lord's
Supper, the prayers of the Church should be offered up for those
who lhave shut themselves out from this Holy Communion.

6. When the judicatory shall be satisfied with the reality of
the repentence of any suspended member, he shall be permitted
and encouraged to profess his repentence, and be restored to fellow-
ship, i the presence of the judicarory that suspended him ar her.

7. When a suspended person has failled to manifest repent-
ence jur his or hier offcnce, and has continued in obstinate impeni-
tence for a year, it shail be the duly of the judicatory (o ex-
communicate him or her without further trial, The design of ex-
communication is to operate uvpon the offender as a means of re-
claiming him or her, to deliver the Church from ilie scandal of
his or her offence, and to inspire all with fear by the example of
his punishment.

8., When a judgment of ex.communication is to be executed,
with or without previous suspension, it is necessary that the SER-
tence shounld be publicly prenounced by the minister, against the
offender.

. At a regular meeting of the ecougregation, the minister
shall make a brief slatement of the several steps which have been
taken in connection with the offender, announcing that it has
been found necessary to ex-communicate him or her. He shall begin
hy showing (from Matthew 18:15, 16, 17, 18; 1 Cor. 5:1—3) the
power of the Church to cast out unworthy members, and shall
hriefly explain the nature, use, and consequences of this censure.
Then he shall prooounce the sentence in the following or like form,
viz ¢ ""Whereas A.B. hath heen, by sufficient proof, convicted of
(mention the sin), and after much admeonition and prayer refuseth
obstinately to hear the session, and hath manifested no evidence
of repentence, therefore, in the name, and by the authority of
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the Lord Jesus Christ, I pronounce him or her to be cxcluded
from the comwunion of this Church.” After that, prayer shall be
made for the conviction and reformation of the ex-communicated
person, and for the establishment of all true helievers. But, the
judicatory, may omit such publication ol the ex-comumnunicalion,
for prudential amd sufficient reasons,

10, When en ex-commuaiczted person desires to be re-ad-
mitted to the prvileges of the Church, the Church Session which
ex-communicated him or her, having obtained, and recorded
sufficient evidence of his or her sincere repenicnce and deep con-
trition, shall proceed to Testore him or her, recording in explicit
terms, the grounds on which such conclusion has been rcached.

11. The sentence of restoration shell be pronounced Ly the
Minister, at a regular mecting of the congregation on the Lord’s
Day, in the following words :-—"“Whereas A.B. has been excluded
from the Communion of the hurch, Lbut has now given satisfuc-

+ tory ecvidence of repentence, in the name of the Lotd Jesus Christ,
and by his authority, I declare himm or her absclved from the sen-
tence of ex-communication formally proncunced against him, awmd
I da restore btz or her to the Cominunion of the Church, that
he or she may be a partaker of all the benefits of the Lord Jesus,
to hizs or her eternal salvation.' After this, he or she shall then
be commended Lo God in prayer.

12, Censurcs, other than suspeusion from Church prvileges,
ar ex-communication, shall be inflicted in such mode and manuner
as the judicatory may direct,

L. The Solemnizativn of Marriage.

i. Although marriage is not a sacrament ner in any way
peculiar  to0 the Church of Christ, we recognize that it is
guite proper that every state, for the good of society, should
make laws to regulate marriage, which all citizens are hound to
obey.

2. Since Christians ought to marcy in the Tord, therefore it
is requisite that their mardage be solemnized by a lawlyl mar-
riage officer; that special instruction may be given them, aod
suituble prayers made, when they enter into this relation.

3. Marriage is to be between one man and one woman only,
and they are pot o be within the degrees of copszoguinity or
atlinity prohibited Ly the Word of God,

4. The parties ought to be of such vears of discretion as to
be capable of making theif own choice by themselves, and when
they are under age, living with their parents or guardians, the
consent of the parents or guardians, ought to be previously ob-
tained. and well certified to the minister, hefore he proceeds to
soleminize the marrage.

5. Parents should peither compel their children to inarry
coutrary to their inclinations, aor deny their consent without
just and important reasaps.
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6. Marriage is of a public nature, The welfare o1 civil society,
the happiness of families, and the credit of religion, are greatly
interested in it. Therefore the purpose of marvage should be
sufficiently published for a certain time previously to the solemni-
zation of it

7- AMinisters should bLe very careful that, in this matter of
marriage and the publication of banns, they neither transyress the
laws of God, nor those of the State; and, in order that they should
not destroy the peace and comfort of families, they must be pro.
perly certified with respect to the parties applying to them, that
no jgst objections lie against their marriage.
number of witnesses, at any lawin! time, except if possible, on the
Lord’s day. The minister should give a certificate of the marriage
whenever required and paid for.

9. When the parties present themselves for marriage, the
minister shall always ascerlain, if ihere is any person present
who " knows any lawful geason why these parties may nuot  be
joined together in the marriage relation, that they will now make
it lmown, or ever after hold their peace. When no objections are
forthcoming, he shall then solemnize the marriage, in the manner

prescribed by the Church.

10. After solemnization of the marriage, the minister may ex-
hort the parties in a few words, to the mulual discharge of their
duty, and conclude with prayer suitable to the ocrasion.

11. The minister shall always keep a proper register for the

names of all persons whom he marries, and of the time of their
marriage, for the perusal of all whom it may concern,

M. The Visitation of the Sick.

I. When persons bhecome sick, it is their doty, before their
strength and understanding {ail them, to sead for their ministers,
and to make known fo him, with prudence, their spiritual state;
or to consult him on the concern of their precivus souls. It shall
be his duty to visit them, at their request, and {o apply himnself,
witlt all tenderness and love, to adminmister spiritoal good to their
immortal souls.

2. He shall instruct the sick out of the scripturcs, that dis-
enses arise not out of the groum!, nor do they come by chance,
but, that they are directed and sent by a wise and Holy God,
either for correction of sin, for the trial of grace, for improve-
ment in religion, or for other essential ends, and that they shall
work together for geod to all those who make a wise improvement
of the visilation of God, neither despising his chastening hund,
nor fainting under his rebukes,

3. Ii the sick person be grossly ignorant, the minister shall
iostruct him or her in the nature of repentence and faith, and
the way of acceptance with God, through the mediation and
atonement of Jesus Christ.

4- He always encourages the sick to examine himself or her-
self; to search s or her heart, and try his or her former ways,
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by Goed's word; and shall assist him or her, by mentioning some

of the ohvious marks and evidences of sincere piety.

5. Ii the sick shall signify any hesitation, doubt, or tempta-
tion, under whick he or she labours, the minister must endeavour
to resolve his or her doubts, and administer instruction and direc-
tion, as the case may scem (o reguire,

6. If the sick seem o be a stupid, thoughtless and hardencd
.sioner, he shall endeavour to awaken his or her mind and cops-
cience; to convince him or her of the evil and danger of sin; of
p the curse of the law, and the wiath of Ged due to sinners; to
brmg him or her 1o an huemble and peniiential semse of his or
" her iniguiiies; aud to state before him or her the fullness of the
~grace and mercy of God, in and through the glotious Redeemer;
“the absolute nec essity of faith and repentence, in order to his or
her being interested in the favour of God, or his or her obtaining
everlasting happiness.

7. If the sick person shall appear to have knowledge, to be
ol a tender conscience, and to have been endeavouring to serve
God in uprightoess, though not without mapy failings and sinful
infirmities; or, if hiy or her spirit be broken with a sense of sin
or through apprchensions of ihe want of the divioe favour; then
1t will be proper to administer consolriion and encouragement to
him or her, by setiing belore him or her, the freeuess aud niches
of the grace of God, the all sufficiency  of the R1gl1tt~uu‘~ne~_-.s of
Christ, aud the supporling promises of the gospel,

S, The minister shall alwavs endeavour to guard the  sick
person against il gounded persuasions of  the mercy of  God,
withoul any vitsl uniop to Christ; and against unreasonable fears
of death, and desponding discouragements, against any presump-
tion upon his or her own goodness amd merit, upon the one
hand, and agaivst despair of the merey and grace of God in
Jesus Christ, on the other.

g. It is the minister's duty to administer to the sick person
instruction, coaviclion, support, consolation, or encouragement,
as the case may tequire. He may, when he is+ most composed,
pray with and for him or her.

10, Lastly, the minister mas use thg present occasion  to
exhorr those about the sick, to consider their mortality, to turn
to the Lord and make their peace with Him, aud to prepare, while
in good health, for sicknpess, death, and judgment.

N, The Bunal of the Dead.

t. When any person dies, the corpse should be  carefully
taken care of in a decent mawvner, and kept for a proper and
sufficient time hefore burial,

2. WWhen the time for the {uneral wrrves, the dead bhody
should be decently attended to the grave, and interred, All those
who attend shoald conduet themselves with  becoming  gravity,
ant ulzo apply themselves to sedous meditation and discourse.
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3. During such solemn occasions, the maister, §if present,
should exhort ull those present to consider the lrailty of lile, and
the importance of being prepared fnr death and eternity.

0. Fasting and Observation of .the Days of Thanks Giving,

1. There is no day under the Gospel commanded to be hept
huly, except the Lord's Day, which is the Christian Sabbath.

2. However, to observe days of fasting and thanksgiviog,
as the extra-ordinary disponsations of divine providence may di-
rect, we judge to be both scriptural and rational.

3. Fasts aud Thapksgivings may be abserved by individual
Christians or families in private, by particular congregations, by
a2 number of congregations adjacent to cach other; by the congre-
gations under thu care of a Presbytery, or of a Synod, or by all
the congregations of our Church.

4. Tt must be left to the judgment and discretion of every
Christian and lamily to judge when it is proper to observe a pri-
vate fast or thanksgiving, amd to the Church Sessions to deter-
mine for particular congregations; and to the Presbyteres or Sy-
nods o determine for larger districis,

5. When it is deemued expedicnt that a last or thanksgiving
should be general, in our Church, the call for them musi be
judged of by the Synod or General Assembly.

. When at any time the civil power should think it proper
o appolnt a fast or thanksgiviug, it shall be the daty of  the
ministers and peogle of oar chureh, since we live under a Christ-
lwg govermment, o pay all due respect to the same,

s In order thut people may so order their texoporal atfairs
that they may properly attend 1o e dulics therenf, a public uwo.
tice shall be given o sufficient thae before the day of fasting or
thunksgiving comes,

4. Thete shall be public worship vpon all such days,  and
the proyers, psalins, portions of scripture to be read, and sermons,
should e ol in a specinl manper adapted tn the occusion,

9. On Jast days, the minister should point out the authority
ail provideneies calling ro the observation thereof;  he  should
speael sulticiend Lm0 soleman pruyver, particular confession of
sin, especially of the sins of the duy and place, with their provo-
cations, which have brought dowa the judgments of Heaven, The
whole doy should be spear i deep hemiliation amed maourning
before Gl

o T O davs af thavks giving, he should give the like inform-
ation respecting the authonty and providences which call to their
chservance; be should likewise spend more than usual part of the
time in the giving of thanks, agreenbly to the occasion, and in
sitiping pealms or henmos of praise,

11, On these days, it is the duty of all prople to rejoice with
Ikoly gladness of heart; to let trembling be so joined with merri.
ment, that an cxcess or unbecoming levity be indulged.
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P. The Directory for Secret Family Worship.

1. BHesides the public worship in congregations, it is the
indizpensible duty of each person, alone, in secret; and of cvery
famihy, hy itself, in private, to pray to, and worship God,

z. Secret worship is most plainly enjoined by our Lond.
Every one, apart by himself or herself, is to spend sometime in
prayer, reading the Scrptures, holy meditation, and serious self-
exumination. The many advantages resulting from a conscientious
discharge of these duties, are best known to those who are found
ju the faithfu] discharge of them.

3. Family worship, which should be performed by every fa-
mily, morning and evening, consists in prayer, reading the scrip-
turds, and singing psaims.

4. The bead of the family, who should lead in this service,
vught to be very careful that all the members of his house hold )
duty atiend, and that none shoulkl withdraw themselves unneces- ;
sarilv irom any part of family worship, and that ail should re-
frain trom theit common business while the scriptures are read,
and pravely altend to the same, no less than when prayer or
pratse is olered up,

5. The heads of families should be diligent in jnstructing
their children and servants in the principles of religion. Every pro-
per opportunity should be embraced for such insiruction.

6. Whenever possible, the Sabbath evenings, after public
worship, should be sacredly preserved for such instructiou, and
all other practices bat may interfere with this important and
necessary duty, on the day or time appointed for it, should e

carefally avoided.

APPENDIX 1.
FORMS AND STYLES.

I. FORMS OF EXTRACTS. |
1. When Whole Minute is Given,
At , Lhe day of 19 , which day the
of having met and been constituted;,—-Sede-
runt {give it in [ull}, etc,, ete.
Extracted by
Clerk.
2, When only patt given,
At, ¢te. (no Sederunt}. )
inter alia, etc., etc. !
Extracted by
creeeemeenn Clerk,

Il. RECORD OR FORM OF THE LICENSURE.
At the day of 19 , the Presbytery

of haviog received testimonials in favour of
. of his having gone through a regular course
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of Lizerature;-of his good moral character, and of his being in the
communion of the Church, proceeded to take the usual parts of
trin} tor his licensure: znd he having given satisfaction as to his
accomiplishments in Literature; as to his expenimental acquaint-
anee with religion; and as to his proficiency in divinty and other
studies; the Presbytery did, and hereby do, express ther approba-
tiore of all these paris of Tral, and he having adopted the Con-
fession of Faith of this Church, and salisfaciorily answered the
questions appointed to be put to candidates to be licensed; the
Preshytery dild, and hereby do license him, the said
to preach the Gospel of Christ, as a probatiouer for the holy mi- .
nistry, within the bounds of this Fresbytery, or wherever else
he shall be orderly called.

Moderator.

Clerk.

111, FORM OF A CALL,

The congregation of being, on sufficient groumnds.
well satished of the ministerial qualifications of you
and having good hopes, from our past experience af your labours,
that your mihistrations in the Gospel will be profitable to our
spiritmal interests, do eamestly call apnd desire you to undrertake
the pastoral office in said comgregation; promising you, in the
dscharge of younr duty, all proper support, encouragement and
obedience in the Lord, In order that you may be free from world-
Iy cares and avocations, we hereby promise and oblige oarselves
to pay you the sum ol in regular monthly or
guarielly pavineuts, (uring the time of your being and continuing
the regular pastor of this Church, In testimmonw whereof, we have
respectively. subseribed our names, this day of

AD.
Attested by AR moderator of the meeting.

V., FORM OF COMMISSION TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The Presbytery of ' being wet and con-
stituted, at Lhe day of
I . doth hereby appoint bishop
of the Congregation of [ar
ruling elder in the congregation of i3

the case may be) to be a commissioncr, on behalf ol this Preashy.
terv, to the next General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church
of Alrica, to meet at on the day
of ATy or wherever, and whenever the
saledd Assembly may happen to sit; to consult, wvote, and deter-
mine, on all things that may came before thal body, according
to the principles and constitution of this Church, and the Word
of God. And of his diligence herein, he iz to render an account
at his refurn, and the said Presbytery do hereby testify and de-
clare, that all the ministers and elders have signed the Formula.
Signed by order of the Presbytery,
Moderator.
Clerk.
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V. ELDER’S COMMISSION TO PRESBYTERY AND SYNOD.

At the day of 10
which ay the Chuarch Session of the Presbyterian ) Church of
Africa Congregation ol . being met and
constituted, inter alia, did, and hercby do, certify and declare
that ' ., Ruling Flder, and member of said
Session, i¢ bona fide, an Acting Elder of their Congregation,
that he has signed the Vormula, and that he is elected to repre-
sent the said Session im Presbytery and Syood, for the current

YT, |, ,
“Gigned by order of the Session,
R Moderator.

Clerk.

VI. MOTION CARRIED, AND COMPLAINED OF,

"It was moved and seconded, That;

It was also moved and seconded, That,
The Session resolved

From which judgment Mr, , disseated,
in the name of himself and all those who way adhere to him,
and protested for leave to complain to the Presbytery of

., promising to give in Reasons, i due time,
and {ook instruments in the Clerk's hands and craved exteacts,
which were allowed. The following members were appointed to
defend the judement of the Session at the bar of the Presbylery,
Vik.—
Closed with prayes.

VIi. FORM OF EDICT FOR ORDINATION AND ADMISSION
OF ELDERS TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT,

At the day of 14 .
the Church Session of the Presbyterian Church of Africa Congre-
gation of having appoinied an election of Eld-
ers to take place on the day of . I9
und the Congregation, afler due intimation, having made a chmcr.
of Mr., and Mr. ete., and the
Sessien having judgcd the aforesaid duly
qualified for the office, and the said Mr, eto.,
having intimated their (or his) acceptance of the office, the
Church %ession did, on the day of 15
appoint 1he ordination and admission to the office 3 the Elder-
ship of the said Mr. {and, if ahy person or
persons chosen have been already ordained), the induction of the
satd Mr, ). etc., to take place on Sabbath,
the day of , 19 . It is accordingly

thereby intimated, that if any member of the Congregation have
abjeclions to state to the life or doctrine of the said Mr.

etc., he will have an opportunity of doing so at a meeting of
Session to be held in on the day of

9
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VIII. PETITION TO THE CHURCH SESSION WITH REFER-
ENCE ‘TQO CONGREGATIOMNAL MATTERS.

To the Moderator and other Members of the Church Session
of . The humble Petition
of the undersigned showeth, that, etc, etc, . Your
Petitioners, therefore ask yon to take such steps as you can con-
sistently with the laws of the Church for, etc., etc.

(Then iollow signatures with designations, including Church
Membership, etc.).

IX. PETITION BY THE CHURCH SESSION OR OTHERS
TO THE PRESBYTERY WITH REFERENCE TO THE CON-
DUCT OF THE MINISTER,

To the Moderator and Members of the Preshytery of

The humble Petition of the undersigned showeth.—That we
are painfully constrained by a sense of duty to represent thai the
Rev, _ , our minister, has acted in a manner re-
cently which, in our view, calls for your notice and interposition,
in as touch as :—1. The "

2. Etc,, etc.

1t appears to us that we have no remedy, except in petition-
g your Revd. body, We therefere, ask you to take the matter
into your consideration, and io make such inquiry as to your
wisdom may seem meet, whether by Preshyterial visitation or
otherwise. (Then follow signatures and designations, ote.).

X. PETITION AGAINST ARBITRARY ACTION OF THE
CHURCH SESSION.
To the Moderator and other members of the Presbytery of
+ the humble petition of the undersigned
showeth, —That the Church Session of died,
arul thereby deprived your petitioners of the
usual remedy by appeal. Yeour Petitioners thercfore, crave the
interposition of vour Revd. Court to rectify the injustice that has
been done. (Then follow signatures, and designations).

X1. CONCURRENCE IN CALL BY ADHERENTS,
We, the Subscribers, ordinary bearers in  the Presbylerian

Chorch of Africa Congregation of . hereby
declare our hearty concurrence in the Call addressed by the mem-
bers of the said Congregation to Mr. A.B. to be their Pas-

tor. (Here folow the signatures).

XII. FORMULA (To be Subscribed by Probationers before Re-
ceiving License, and by all Ministers and FElders at the time of
their Admission),

1, . do hereby declare, that I do sincerely
own and believe the whole doctnne contained in the Confession
of - Faith, approved by fommer General Assemblies of this
hurch o be the truths of God, and 1 do own the same as the
confession of my faith; as likewise I do own the purity of worship
presently authorized and practised in the Presbyterian Thurch of
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Aftica, and also the Preshyterian government and discipline there.
of, which doctrine, worship, and Church Goverment, T am per-
suaded, are founded on the Word of God, and agreeable thereto.
I alse approve of the generat principles respecting the jurisdiction
of the Chuich, and her subjection to Christ as her only Iiead,
which are coutained in the questions already put to me. And 1
promise that, through the Grace of God, I shall frmly and con-
stantly adhere to the same, and fo the utmoest of my power shall,
in my station, assert, maintain, and defend  the said  doctiine,
worship, discipline, und government of this Church, by Church
Sessions, Presbyteries, Provinciol Synods, and General Assembilies,
together with the liberty and exclusive junsdiction thercol. Aud
that I shall, in my practice, contorm mysell to the said worship,
and submit to the sald discipline, poverntnent, and  exclnsive
jarsdiction of this Church, renouncing all doctrines, tenets, and
opinions whatsoever, contrary to, or inconsistend with, the said
doctrine, worship, discipline, government, ar jurisdiction of the
same,

XIH. FORMULA TO BE SUBSCRIBED BY DEACONS AT
THE TIME OF THEIR ADMISSION.

1, » hereby declare, that I do sincerely own
and receive, as in accordance with Holy Scrpture, the System of
Evangelical Truth taught in (his Church, and  set forth in  the
Shorter Catechism. T approve of the Presbylerian government and
discipline of the Church. T am persuaded that the Civil Magistrate
has no jurisdiction or authoritalive control over the regulation of
the z2ffairs of Chrst's Church; and [ promise, through grace, to
perform all the duties of the Deaconship faithfully and cheerfully.






