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PREFACE

The object of this publication is to have a Con-
stitution of our own; heretofore, the Presbyterian Church
of Africa had the use of the Practice of the Free Church
of Scotland. Difficulties and exigencies peculiar to our
country demanded the puablication of this work. There-
fore. the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Africa,
which for the time being. is the highest judicatory of the
Church, at its Ordinary Meeting at Qumbu, Cape
Province, from the 12th—16th April, 1912, appointed a
Committee to draft a Constitution of the Presbyterian
Church of Africa. Alter a lapse of ten years. this Com-
mittee was angmented by an additional few members at
an Ordinary Meeting of Synod which met at Ekupumen,
Natal, on the 25th May, 1922, Since then, the Com-
mittee met at different times and places deliberating upon
the Constitution of the Church, and reported its delibera-
tions to several meetings of the Synod. The Constitufion,
as it now stands. was finally adopted by the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church of Africa, at an Adjourned
Meeting which met at Aliwal North. on 20th August,
1931. For the completion of this great and arduous
work, all thanks are due to the untiring labours of the
Committee.



CHAPTER 1.
CHURCH SESSION

Composition.

1. The Chureh Session consists of the pastor, or pastors,
and ruling elders, of 3 particulsr congregation.

Querurm.

2. Of this judicatory, two elders, i there be as many in the
congregation, with the paslor, shall be necessary to constitute a
quornm.

Moderator.

3. The pastor of the congregation, who presides at the
Church Bession, is called the Moderator of the Session; when, for
prudentia! reasons, it may appear advisable that seme other
minister should be invited to preside, the pastor, in such a cass,
may, with or without the concurrence of the Session, invite such
other minister as he or they may see mect, belonging to the sama
Preshytery, to preside in that cuse. The same espedients may be
adopied in case of the sickness or absence of the pastor,

Moderator Pro Tempore.
1. A minister acting in the room of the Moderator is de-
signated Moderutor pro temnore, angd signs the minutes as such.

Nezessity for presence of Pastor as Moderator.

5. It is expedient, at every mecting of the Session, more
especiaily when constituted for judicial business, that there be a
ipresiding minister, When, thereforz, a church is without a
mstor, the Moderator of the Church Session shall be the minister
a&;ointed for that purpose by the Presbytery, and is called
Interim Moderator and signs the minutes as such, When no
rdling elders, or only one, through the death o those who heid
tw office or otherwise, the Presbytery appoint one or more-
aglssors [rom their own body to aet as members of session, until
aMhew election of a raling elder or of ruling elders shall have
fllen pluce.

Pastor a Constitnent Member.

Any pastor of a congregation, when not acting as Moderator,

sits in the Church Session as a constituent member.

Coliegiate Charch,
In congregations where there may be two or more pastors,
the =enipr shall preside in session, the assistant with the former's
asuthority. This is called 2 Collegiate Church.

Powers of tke Mcderator.

The Moderalor may introduge any business to the Session,
an address them regarding it. He also, in common with
thMmembers, bas the rizht of dissent and complaint against
any decision, to the Presbytery, Synod, or Assembly. He has no
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deliberative vote, although, in care of an eguallty R las o easding
vote,
Pastor, the Sapremie Tezcoher.

7. In a sessional meeting swhere a vin pastor is re-
quired by our form of governmont to Le pro preside, the
pastor must decide all pointe of law and order and mus: be the
supreme ceacher of the Constituticn of the Chureh:  yot, i the
members 2f the Session. or any momber thereo!, feel agrieved hy
such rulings, teachings, interprefatisns, and dedisions, they or he
may file exceprions to be laid belore the Presbrytery to which the
pastor is responsible,

Ruling Elders,

&, This designation describes their funection as that of exer-
cising spiritunl oversight in the Church of Chriel, The nombes
ought ro be regulated by the hounds and nocessity of the people.
Thuse elders are elected for life, or unti! they coase to be mambers
of the congregation, or their resignation be accepted of, or thev .
be held and ceclered to have resigned through long absence from
sessionel rmestings, or they be depoced. Thoy muav be, and usually
are engaged in various departments of szenlar work or husinews,
The number appeinted should be suibcient, so thatl the burden o
the dulies laid upon them. sheuld not be opprossive, or interfor.
with those of iheir ordinary caliings,

Absence from Sessional Mectings,

9. 17 an elder absent himsell fram sessional meetings, for 2
period of six manths, he sha!ll be deposed from office.

Election of Ruling Elders.
(o8 10, The election of ruling elders belongs, in the Preshylerian
Church of Africa, to the members of the rcongregation in fall
eommunion.

Procedure as to Election, Ordination, and Admission
of Ruling Elders and Deacons.

11, The Church Session shall determine when it is expedient
to have an eleclion of Ruling Elders or of Deacons, and what
number is required. The Church Session must always lake such
steps as will secure that the persons chosen shall be bona fide
the choice of the majority of those communicants who take part
in the elention by voting. after due notice from the pulpit, stating
when the election shall take place, No person can be admitted
as a Ruling Elder or as 8 Deacon i{ the BSession be dissatisfied

) with his gualifications, unless iheir judgment be reversed by the
Preshytery or a higher court, when brought under review in an
orderly manner, according to the rules of the Chureh. The Church
Session also appoint a day and hour for the ordination or admis-
sion, as the case may be, and direct an edict to be issued to
that effect by the Clerk, on a convenient Sabbath, af least ten
days previously to a time specified as appointed for a meeting ol
SBession thercancnt, The minister or someone autheorised by him
shall read the edict from the pulpit. The edict contains a state-
ment of the steps which have been taken and the result, and if
any person have any objection to the life or doectrine, and con-
sequently to the ordination ov admission of the party or parties
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mentioned, that objection must be given in to the Sessivn a.
the meeiing. of which the time and place are specified, with
certification, that if no objection be then and there given in, tho
ordination or admission will be proceeded with on the day and
at the hour appointed. At the time specified in the edict, the
Church Session having met. ascertain from the minister that the
edict has been duly issued and served. The Session then direo:
the Session Officer to intimate at the door, that if there he any
objections, the Session are now prepared to hear them. If any
objections are given in, the party making an chjecticn must sub-
stantiate it Jorthwith as an ohjection o life or doctrine. I the
objection appear, in the judgement of the Session, to be sub-
stantiated, they must decline to proceed with the ordinztion or
admission and must take the party objected to upon discinling,
But if the Session find that the objections are frivolous and un-
supported by evidence. it is their duty to pruceed with  the
ordination or admission as appointed. The ordination or admis.
sion usually takes place on Sabbath in the nresence of the eon-
gregation. at the viose of one of the diets of pubiic worship,
Qualifications of Ruling Elders.

12, The qualifications required of Ruling Elders are the
following, viz—1(1) They must be in full comimunion with the
congregation. and be male members thereof: (2) Each of them
have have attained the age of twenty-onc years. (3) They must
Ppossiss more or less of all the qualifications described in the New
Testament—as need{ul for persons exercising spirituz] oversight in
the Church. (4) They must be ''tender and circumspect in their
walk, punciual in their attendance upon ordinances, and striet
in their observation of the Lord's Day, and in regutarly keeping
up the worship of God in their familties. (5; They raust be men
of good life and Godiy conversation, withoul hlame and all sus-
picion, careful for their flock, wise, and, above all things, fearing
God.” (6) They must be trained, by the Pastor, for a period of
not less than six manths, and pass examination before the Session,
being examined by the pastor, or minister in charge before ordin-
ation,

Minister as a Ruling Eilder,

13.  An ordained Minister, who, from any cause hot invalving
Church censure, is without a pastoral charge, is cligible as a
Ruling Elder in the congregation to which he belongs.

Election of Elder formerly Ordained,

4. A person fovmerly ordained to the office ol the cldership
in 8 different congregation Irom that to which he now belongs
(or in the same congregation at a previcus period, having since
ceased to belong to it, but having now returned to it), is regardad
83 retaining the status of an Elder in the Presbyterian Church of
Africa. But he can only become (ar be restored as) un Elder of
a particular congregation, or a member of its Church Session,
when he has been elected as such by the members of that con-
gregation in full communion, either at a congregational meeting,
or by wvoting papers or otherwise, according to the procedure
adopted by the Church Sescion in carrying out the general prin-
ciple that it appertaineth to the people to elect their own office-
bearers,



Duties of LElders.

15. The peculiar duties of Ruling Elders are the [ollowing,

viz -~

t1) To sit in Session along with the Pastor, and assist in the
administration of discipline, and in the spiritual govern-
ment of the Church.

(2) To take a careful oversight of the people's moruls and
religious principles, of the attendsnce upon public ordin-
ances, and of the state of personal and family religion.

{3) To wisit the sick from time to time in their several wards,
and inform the Pastor concerning the sick, the afflicted,
and the dying of the congregation.

{4} To superintend the religious instruction of the young and
agsist the pasior. or minister in ascertaining the qualifica-
tions of applicants for admission to sealing ordinances.

{5y Trn superintend and promote the foermatiom of meectings
within their wards for praver, veading of the Scriptures,
and Christian  fellowship, among the membeys of the
Chureh,

{61 To vigit {helr severa! wards ar least gnes belore Sessional

meetings, so as to give o clear report to the Session.

Session Clerk and his Dutics.

16, Bwvery Chuarch Session shzll elect one of its members
as Clevk, to regord the transactions of cach meeting, Lo engross
the same in 4 permanent vecord, and 5o take charge of all Ses-
sional papers. books, and deruments. When appointed,  the
Session Clerl:s, ought to make a solemn declaration hefore the
Session fhat he will laithfully discharge rthe duties of his office.
In the absence of the Sessian-Clerls, somenne is aprointed by the
Sessinn 2 acr ag elerk pro tempore. The fact of his appoiniment
shoutd be entered in the minutes and the minute should he
signed by him as clerk pro tempors The Session-Clerk shall
rontinue ur remain in nfice during the pleasure of the SBession,

Mode of Conveving Church Session.

17, The £ Sussron 1s fegally convencd by suthaority of
the Moderator. or. by comanand of o Superior Court. either through
public intimarizm from che pulpit. o througn persenal citalion to
all the individual members. The citazion iz held sufficient, if a
reasonable timo bhe allewed by it for the atendance of the mem-
bers;  the Modoerator shall always convene the Session when so
requested by ity iwo or morn ol the Elders. No meeting of
Chureh Session can be held at an heur when the Preshytery or
Synod of the hounds is sitting, except when so authorized by
Presbytery or Svnod.

Adjaurnment of Aleetingz.

18. It shall he discretionary with the Church Session to
make any adjcurnment from one saderunt raf Church Session)
to another. fnr the object of completing untinished husiness.

Duties of the Churrh Session,
189, The Church Sessicn is charged vith maintaining the
spiritual government of the conpregation; for which purpose. they



have power to enquire into the knowledge and Christian conduct
of the members of the Church; to call before them offenders and
witnesses, being members of their vwn congregation, and to in-
troduce olther wilnesses, where it may be necessary (o bring the
process Lo issue, and when they can be procured to attend: to
receive members into the Church; to admonish; to rebuke, to
suspend, or exclude from the sacraments those who are found
to deserve censure; 1o concert the best measures for promoting
the spiritual interests of the congregation; 1o suparvise the
Sabbath Schocl and the varipus sovieties or agencies of the
congregation; and to appoint delegates to the Presbytery and
Synod. The Sesston cannot delegate their responsibility for the
religious instruction of the children of the Church. As the whaole
spiritual affairs of the Church are committed to the Session, the
musi¢ is under Lheir control. Singing is an important part of
worship, and the choir must be subject to the Session. [t is not
discretionary with the Session to be represented in Preshytery
and Synod; it is a duty, the neglect of which is censurable.

Disjanction or Remaoval

20, The removal of a Ruling Elder or any other Church
member by letter from a Church terminates his or her official
relation or membership with thai Church.

Order of Business,
21. The usual and approved order of business in a Church
Session is as follows :—

(1) The opening prayer and constituting of the Session;

(2) the taking down of the sederunt by the clerk:

(3) the reading and approval of minutes of lasi mecting;

{4} business of immediate and peculiar urgency;

(5} matters left over at former meetings, in the order ol
thelr appearance on the minutes;

{6) new cases of discipline;

(7) other business brought before the meeting, or natorally
suggesting itself to the Session's atiention.

Record of the Session,

22. Every Session shall keep a fair record of their pro-
cecdings, which record shall be, at least once in every year, sub-
mitted to the inspection of the FPresbytery. Not only must the
facts as to the constitution and regular closing of each meeting
be correctly stated. as well as the approval of each prececding
minute, but the nares of all the members present must be re-
corded. There must be no blottings or interlinings in the record.
Il anything be deleted, it 1mnust be marked on the margin, and
any word or words omitted must be written on the margin, and
attested there by the clerk’s inkials. Any crasure of the minutes
can be made only by authority of the Presbytery, who may call
for the record at any time. Tvery niinute cught to be signed
by both the Moderator and the cleri.

Registers or Rolls.

23. Fvery Sessiuvn shall keep registers or rolls of persons
admitted to or suspended from the Lord’s Table: and of the
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deaths and other remeovals of Church memhbers.  The Swession
shall also keep a fair registere of marriages, and of baptisms, with
the times of the births of the individeals baptlized. The names
of members shall e placed upon ur removed from the rolls of
the Church only by order of the Session, These registers or rolls
shall be kept by the Pastor or Minister,

Opening and Closing of Session.

24, Every mecting of Church Session i3 both opened and
closed with prayer. The mingtes must always bear at the outset
that the Session was constituted, which means that it was con-
siituted with praver, and, at the end. that the meeting was closed
with prayer. No minute cen be entertained as valid if it does
not mention these two pzrticulars, No extract from the rminules
van be received which does not hoar that the Session was con-
stituted, and which is not certified by the Session Qlerk as having
been extracted by him from the ards nf the Church Session.

Approval of Minutes,

23, Before proccocding Lo any other business, the Session
ought, al cach meesring. to hear the minvtes of last sederunt read,
and the judgement of the SBession—approving of said minutes or
correcting them. ought to he recorded. The approval or correci-
jing of Lhe minutes does not imply any power to alter +the
res gestac of the former meeting. The only question is, the correct-
ness of the minutes, as a true acenunt of what wae done.

Session not an Open Meeting.

26. The Session may hold open mectings if they see special
cause, and they sre specially authorized to invite the Doacons
to bhe presont at any meatings, [or the sabic of their advice and
assistance; although in such & casze, the Deacons huave no vote,

Refation fo the Pestlor.

27. The Church Session do not stand to the Pastor or
Minister in the relation of his spiritual rulers, He is not respon-
sible 1o the Church Session for the discharge of his own function:,
although, if he seem to negiect these, or o encroach wpon ths
Session's [unciions, they can petivon the Preshytery against his
orncedure,

Lse of Chureh Building,

28, The place of worship is at the disposal of Pastor or
Minister for the cpiritual purposes cf hkis office, but he cannot
use it, or allow it to be used, for any purpose which is not of u
strictly religious, ecclesiastical, or charitable nature, without the
consent ol the Teacons’ Court. On the other hand, neither the
Church Session nor the Deacons’ Court tan employ H For anvy
purpose whatever without the Pastar's or Minister's consent.

Election of a Precentor.

29, No one can act as a precentor without the Pastor or
Minister heing satisfied with his or her qualifications and con-
duct, and with his mode of conducting the psalmody, since Lhe
Pastor or Minister is specially responsible to the Presbytery for
the mode in which all the parts of public worship are condunted.



Roll of Session.

30, The Church Session ought to keep a roll of theix: mem-
bers, and on each occasion of change in their membership, this
roll nught to be revised and inserted in the minute

Roll of Communicants,

31. With a view to the spiritsal oversight of a congregation
by a Church Session, it is necessary that an accurate roll of the
members in full communion be kept by the Session Clerk among
the Bessional documents. A copy of this roll, revised by the
Church Session, and signed by the Moderator and Clork, mnsk
be sent to the Preshytery of the bounds, every year for attestation.
In ihis copy of the roll sent to the Presbyiery, there ought to be
nu blanks, in which new names could be added, 2nd ne names
writlen on crasures, unless the same be {iuTy notteed and attested
by the Clerk’s initials. The Church Sessivn may revise oy purgs
the Rol at any period; but it is usual to do so at the time of
the dispensation of the Lord's Supper. It is regarded as neces-
sary that the roll be so far revised or purged previously to every
such dispensation, as to enable the Church Session to asceriain
with accuracy who are entitled Lo be admitted to communion, as
being already members of the congregation, or who may stand in
need of admonition or other censure. It is frequently the practics,
also, to re-adjust the roll immediately after the celebration of the
communion, in order to make snre that the names of all persons
are added to il, who nat having been members of the congrega-
tion previously. have been aflowed to communicate with it as
members at that celebration, after satisfving the Pastor and
Session with respect to their qualifications, It is cxpressly re-
quired that, beforc any steps be taken in the election of a Pastor,
the Church Session shail have s Rol' of communirants =ade up
and attested, as containing the only 1=t of thase entitled to vote.

No Power over anoiher Session.

32, One Church Bession cannct interfere with or review the
procedure of another Church Session. One Church Session may
remonsirate with another Churech Session in the spirit of tha
Gospel, or mutual explanations may be asked and given. The
only regular mode of redress {or encroachmeni by one Church
Sessiun on the provinece of anuther, is for the Chuwrch Sossion
who fee! that their jurisdiction has heen interfered with, to
petition the Presbytery upun the subject. Such petition ought to
be addressed to that Presbytery which has jurisdiction over the
Church Session whose procedure is vomplained of.

Hegulation of Action for Elders Individually

33. Each Ruling Elder is allowed to exercise a large measurc
of discretion in the discharge of his functions individually, with
& view to the religicus and moral interests of the people AMONg
whom he personally labours. But it ie the duty and function of
the Church Session collectively to make arrangements for the
division of the congregation intlo distriets, and the assignment of
these as fields of labour to the Ruling Elders individually.
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No Power to Regulaie or Beview Peacons’ Decisions.

34, It does not lie with the Church Session Lo arrange in
detail the duties of the Deacons individually, or to control their
judgement as to the manner of discharging these., It is no part
of the Church Session’s function to review the decisions of the
Deacons' Court. If the Church Session consider that the Deacons'
Court have violated the Acts of Assembly or the Laws of the
Church, the only remedy, besides friendly remenstrance to which
the Church Sesgsion can have recourse, is that of presenting o2
petition to the Presbytery.

Functions as to Resignations, ete., of Elders and Deacons.

45, It is the function of the Church Session to receive the
resignations both of Elders and Deacons. No resignation of office
by a Deacon is valid unless addressed to the Church Session, who
excreise the same power with relerencz to Deacons which they
do as Lo Elders, both in their admission to office, and in their
removai from it. The Church Session may Iind that an Elder
has ceased to be one ol their number, or that & Deacon kas
ceased to be a member of the Deacons' Court, hecause he has
ceased to be 2 member of Lhe congregation. Tt is held compeient
far a Church Session to find that an Elder has ceased te he one
of their number, because he is not resident in the Circuit, and
has failed to return, within a period of twelve months, to discharge
the duties of his office. The Church Session have power, in the
exercise of discipline, to pronounce sentence of suspension or
deposition against either an Elder or o Deacon, when they find it
necessary to da so, in accordance with the word of Ged, and with
the rules of the Church.

Session Cannot Deny Right of Petition and Complaint.

36. The Church Session shall not deny the right of petition
or of complaint to any member or members of the Church in any
matter of whatsoever nature, if it he prosecuted in due form
and order.

A Suspended Member Joining Another Church,

47, I a suspended member should unite with  another
Church on profession of faith, the Session admitting him or ber
being ignorant of his or her former membership and suspension,
should, upon discovery of these facts after conference with the
accused persan, strike his or her name from their roli of Church
membership, as not under their jurisdiction, communicate their
action to the SBession suspending him or her. with reasons for it,
and request said Session to proceed against him or her. on scparate
process, for duplicity and disorder.

Session Have No Control Over Deacons’ Court Funds.,

38, The Church Session have no control whatsoever over
the funds ¢ollected and in the hands of the Deacons of the Church
or of the Deacons’ Court. The management of this fund belongs
exclusively to the Deacons' Court.

Mode oi Constiluling a Session in a New Congregation.
39, When a new congregation has been formed, and when
the charge of it has been duly sanctioned as a full ministerial

9




charge with all congregationpl privileges, the right to have a
separate Church Session is thereby acquired. With a view to
constituting one, it is the duty of the Preshytery to name certain
members of their own body to act as a Chuich Session in that
congregation, until at least two Elders shall have been clected
by the communicants, and duly admitted to their office.

Right of a Member tn Petition the Church Session,

10, Any member or members of the congregation shall have
a right to petition the Church Session enncerning any matter of
interest to him or them. The petition shall always be in writing,
and may be addressed cither to the Moderator or Clerk of the
Church Session. The BSession shall always handle the said
petition in a worthy and respectable way, and the petition must
be legibly written and worded in a respectable manner,

Rights and Dutics of Chuerch Members,

41, Members of the Church o constituted, male and fem- ",
in full communion and m good and regular standing, and e
only, are entitled to participate and vote in all meetings for the
transaction of business, temporal and spiritusl, pertaining to the
interest and welfare of such Church.

(1) Every member of the Church has the right to lax his
grievances before the Session for redress; to appenl! [vom
the decision of the Session in his or her case. or to com-
plain to the Prasbytery, against the executive couire of
action of the Session in any case. No member nf 'ie
Church ran be deprived of the afuresaid rights, but " -
regular triul and convictinn by ithe Session.

{2y When any member ol the Church shall be cited for trial
before the Session, he or she must have due notice fat
least ten days before the appointed time) from the Session,
of the nature of the charge or complaint to be latd against
him or her with the specifications and the names of the
withesses to be produccd against him or her, and the time
and place of meeting.

(3) When any member of the Church is s0 notified to appear
for trial, and does not appear at the time, on the ground
ol his or her inability or incompetency to corduct his or
her own case, the case shall wait for him or her.

K(‘i) When any member of the Church shall have cause of
complaint against an individual Pastor or Minister, he or
she shall not bring the cuse hefore the Session, but before
the Presbytery, his court of trial after acquainting the
said Pastor or Minister of such complaint.

Admission to Ordinances.

42, No one can be admitted to the privilege of baptism or
the Lord’s Supper, in any congregation of the Preshyterian Church
of Alrica, without satisfying the Church Session of that cengrega-
tion that he or she is qualified for admission to these privileges,
in so far as man is called upon to judge, in the inicrpretation of
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Scriptural rules, The Church Session are eutitled and celled
upon to insist upon three gqualifications, viz:—

(1) A confession cf faith in accordance with the word of God
and the standards of the Church; :

(2 a life and convarsation becoming the Gospel, in so far as
can be outwardly seen;

{3) a competent knowledge of religious truth, and of the
nature and meaning of Christian ordinances.

Qualifications for Admission.

43. The recognized methods by which the Church Session
satisly themselves as to the possession of these qualifications are
two—that of cortificate, and that of examination and observation.
Persons who claim admission to the use of the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, on the ground of their having
been previously tn communion with other congregations, must
produce sutisfactery cerlificates frora the Church Sessions of the
vongregation. to the effect that the pavties named leave their
respective congregations in full communion, and free from all
ground of legitimate Church censure known to those Church
Sessicns. YUpno the reccipt of any such certificate, it is the duty
of the Church Session to appoint the nams of the party whom
it concerns to be added to (he roll, The Church Scssicn is bound
on the other hand to grant such a certilicate when asked for hy
any person in [l communion with their tongregation, and against
whom no lepitimate ground of Chwreh censure van be aileged.
An authentin intimation [rorn a Pastor, Minizter or Eider, that o
person iv in fuli membership with the congregaticon in which thav
Pustor, or Minister. or Elder offisisses, i5 sometimes allswed o
gstand A~ snflleicnt ground for ~he temporary or oceasinnal zrimis-
sien of the persorn to communion in ancther conpgredgotion.  But.
in this case. the person's name is not added to the one roll, nov
removed from the other.

Duties of Pestor and Elders in Jodging ol Qualifications.

24, Persons. who ask for admission to the privilege of Bep-
tism or the Lord's Supper. without having boen provieusly in Jfall
communion with any congregation, ere subject to the examination
end ohservation of the Chureh Sessinon with respec: to their guali-
fications.  Withont any inquisitorial miuutensse, their outward
conduct may be judged of throuzh the ohservation of the Pastor
or Minister, or one or more of the Ruling Elders. T there ke
nothing in what is thus seen decidedly inconsistent with their pro-
fession, and fitted 1o subject the parties to Church censure. and
if no charge against them be brought belore the Session, it is no*
competent for the Session to reject them merely on accoun: of
what the Pastor or Minister or any Elder may conceive to he the
state of their minds. unless their profession or thelr knowledge
bhe defective. It is usual for the Pastor or Minister to take the
principal charge of exemining the applicants with respeet to theiv
profession and their knowledge. The Elders, however, are ca-
titled and called upon to give their help in this department. in
so far s thelr doing so may ssem necessary or useful. . upon
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the recommendation of the Pastor or Minister or otherwise, the
Church Session are satisfied with the gualifications of the appli-
cants, in that case, and in that case only, they are called upon
to admit them 1o the use of ceiling ordinances, and to appoint
the addition of their names to the roll. It is the approved practice
for the Pastor or Minister, in dealing with applicants lor admis-
sion, in his character as Moderator of Secssion, not only to ascer-
tain the oxistence of the gualifications of which the Session nre
entitled to judge, but to exhort the applicants with respoct to all
the more hidden qualifications which the Word of God requires,
and of which they themselves alone can judge. 1t 15 held to he
kis part. as a faithful Pastor or Minister, to leave nothing unsaid
which may help the anxious and sincere, or may strike the con-
science of the careless or the unrightecus. It is part of the
Ruling Elders also to help in this department, as they mav sec
Cause.
Exercise of Discipline,

40, A specially important function of the Church Session,
iz the exercise of discipline, This funciion bulongs to the Church
Session axclusively in the first instance, with resperct to all mem-
bers and adherents of their congregation, except the Pastor or
Minister, who is specially subjeet to the immediate jurisdintion
of the Preshyterv.

Petition to a Chureh Session,

46. Any member of the congregation, or any person con-
nected with it. may present & petition to the Church Session
regarding any matter which affects his or her spiritual interest.
or the spiritual interests of the conpregation, or the interests of
the Gospel in the loeality. and which asks {or any proceedurc
within the competency of the Church Session. If such a petition
be worded in a manner bocoming the profession ol the Gospel,
the Church Session ought to consider it, and to come fo such
competent determination regarding it as they may judge for
edification. By their petition, ¥ competent petitioners become
parties at the bar of the Church Session, and have consequently
the right of appeal as varties to the Presbytery or Assemily.

Congregational Meetings.

47, The Church Session shall have authority to convene a
congregational meeting lor the election of a Pastor, or Elders or
Dercons. or ior the transaction of business pertaining to the
spiritual interests of the Church, It shall be the duty of the
Session, to convene a congregational meeting, when g majority
of the persous entitled to vote in the case, shall by petition,
addressed to the Pastor or Minister and regularly signed by
petitioners, reqguest that a mecting may be called. When a con-
gregational meeting is held for the clection of a Pastor, a Minister
of the Presbytery to which the Church belongs must preside, tho
minority, feeling aggrieved or believing their rights infringed. or
believing that the actions of the majority are contrary lo the
government of the Church, or to the peace and wellfare of thr
congregation, may complain to the Session, and from the Session,
they may bring the matter to the Preshyiery by complaint,
petition, or appeal. In case of a suppnsed default of proper action
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or the neglect or refusal ¢f duty on the part of ihe Session, it is
the right of the minority to demand the propor action in wiiling,
properly signed by petitioners or eomplainers, and directed to tne
Session; and in case the Session siill neglect or refuse to perform
their duty, this will be 4 cause for complaint to the Freshotesy
which will be agninst the Sesslon, A minorily may not eosplain
or appeal from the aclion of 4 congregational meeting directly to
the Preshyvtery, but must first seek redress from the Session,
This does not debar the right of petilion. In a congregationz!
meeting, whoere a Pastor or Minister is required by our form of
guvernment 1o preside, the Pastor or Minister must decide all
points of law and order; an appeal may not be taken to  the
congregation from any of his rulings or deeisions. H the con-
gregation, or any member thereof, feel agyrieved by sach rulings
or decisions, il or he may fle exceptions, *o be laid befare the
Preshytery to which he (the Pastor or Miniiier) is responsible. A
Church member in good standing cannot be debarred {rom voting
by a vote of the congregation. No vote of the congregation of «
Presbyterian Church of Africa can affect the righis of 2 member
as such; all such power is vested in the Session. A congregation
with the concurrence of the Session, may refer any matter of
diffculty to the Preshytery lor thelr advice or final decision. No
congregational meeting can be held when the Pastor or Minister
is not present except with his concurrence. No one who does not
contribute his or her due share to the support of the Pastor or
Minister and 1o the spreading of the word of God, or who is in
arrears cencerning such support, shall have any voice or vote
in the ecclasiastical affairs of the congregation. The Church
Sessinn shall be the only body to deprive him or her of this
right after due consultation. When a congregational meeting has
heen assembled the roll of active members, le. those who are
entitled to deliberate and vote, shall be read, if the convening
judicatory so desires. The records of a congregational meeling
shall he embodied with those of the convening judicatory., and
the clerk of the convening judicatory shall act as the clerk in a
congregational meeting. All old records should be sent to the
Presbytery for transmission to the Custodian,

Local Evangelists under the direction of the Session,

48, It shall be lawful for ench Scssion, after proper cxamina-
tion as to his piety, knowledge of the Scriptures, and ability to
teach, to employ, as a local Evanglist, any male member of the
Church, who, in the judgement of the Session. is gqualified ta
teach the Gospel publicly, and who is willing to engage in such
service under the direction of the Session. No one. however,
shall be employed as an Evangelist, il the Pastor or Minister is
not satisfrted with his character and gualifications, The local
Evangelist shall he paid from the fund of the Deacon's Court, and
the amount of his salary shull be fixed by the Deacon's Court.
He shall present a report of his work to the Session at least
twice a vear, and the Session, may, at any time. dispense with
his services, with the coneurrence of the Pastor ar Minister:
provided due notice has been given, of a month or guarter accord-
ing to the way he is paid. Anpy difficulty, arising from the opera-
tion of ihis section between the parties concerrned. shall  be
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settled by the Presbviery, on a complaint o appeal regulariv
brought by either party. The Evangeist shall deliberate and voie
in the Session and Deacon's Court if he is an ordzined Elder of
" the Church. He must deal or communicate with the Pastor or
Minister, concerning the afiairs of the congregation.

SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER L

THE DEACONS' COURT.

Compesitton of Memebership.

1. The Pastor or Pastors of each congregation, along with
ithe Ruling Elders and the Deacons, constitute a distinct and
separate meeting, which is called the Deacons' Court,

Specialty of the Deacon's Oflice,

2. The name of Deacon is understood to describe exclusively
the function of administering the ternporal affairs eof 2 con-
gregation. Since the Presbyterian doetrine is, that the higher
office Seripturally includes the lower, the Pastor and Ruling
Elders are, therefore, not excluded from the exercise of that
function. The specialty of the Deacons' office is, that it embraces
of itsclf, no other function, and that it binds its possessor to do
what he can, to prevent the ministry of the Weord, or the work
of the Eldership, from being hindered by the burden of temparal
matters. No other rule can be laid down as to the number of
Deacons in each congregation than that it ought to be in propor-
tion to the size and position of the congregation.

Duration of Office.

3. Deacons are clected for life, or until they cease to he
members of the congregation, or their resignation be accepted of,
or they be held and declared to have resigned through long
sbsence from meetings of the Deacons' Court, or they be deposed.

Election of Deacons.

4. The election of Deacons belongs to the members of the
congregation in full communion, The case of a person having
formerly held the office of Deacon in another congregation (or
even in the same congregation), is dealt with in the sgme manner
as that followed in the corresponding case of a Ruling Elder.

Qualificationg, .
5. The qualifications required of Deacons are the follow-
ings, viz :(—

(1) They must be in full communion with the cangregation.
and be male members of at least 21 years of rge.

(2) They must be of 'honest report,” having an outward waik
and conversation consistent with the profession of spiritual
enlightenment and spiritual feeling, and all other qualifica-
tiohs required in the New Testament for such officers.
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Meetings.

6. The Deacons' Court cught to meet monthly or quarteriy,
as the case mey be, according to the circumstarces of each con-
gregation, with a view to the adequalc oversight of the organisa-
tion for the in gathering of the Pastor's or Minister's stipend. The
question as to the frequency of meetings must depend, in some
measure, on the peculiar circumstances of a congregation, The
ordinary business of the Deacons' Court cannot he transacted on
the Lord’s Day, excopt in extracrdinary or unaveoidable cases.
The Deacon's Court with the Pastor’s sanction may convene a
congregational meeting for matiers pertaining to the temporai
affuirs of the congregation.

Mode of Convening the Deacons' Court.

7. The Deacons' Court is convened by citation from tha
pulpit, or by a personal notice to the members, It is called by
the anithority of the Pastor or Minister or at the reguoest of any
thres meirnbers, said reqguisition being addressed to the Pastor
or Minister, or in time of a vacancy in the pastoral charge, to the
clerk of the Court, With reference to the question of an adjourn-
mert from one sederunt to another, the same principle zpplics
which haz been stated respecting the adjournment of & meeting
of a Church Session. MNo meeting of a2 Deacons’ Court can be held
at an hour when the Presbytery of the bounds, Synad, or Assembly
is sitting, except by permission of the convening judicatory.

Moderatorship,
%, The Pasior or Minister is the Moderaior of the Deacons'
Court when he is present. In his absence, he may depute some-
ane, or any other member of the Court may be chosen to preside.

Quorum,

0. The quorum of the Deacon’s Court is the sarie as thal of
the Church Session. except that the presence of the Pastor or
Minister as one of the quorum is not necessary. The powers of
the Moderator of this Court are the same ns thnse of the Sessionai
Moderater.

Treasurers and a {lerk,

10. The Deaccn’s Court appoint one nr more treasursrs and
a clerk from their own members, The treasurer takes charge of
those congregational [unds which are applicnble to loecal pui-
poses. The treasurer is required lo give a monthly or guarterly
report of the seid fund 1o the Deacon's Court. The clerk is
required to keep a separate record for the Minister of their pro-
ceedings, and to take charge of such of their papers, bocks, and
documents s are not entrusted to the custody of a treasurer,

Rules of Dearons' Conrt.

11, Tka rvles for the opening and closing, order of business,
axiraceg, minutee, etel, of the Deacong' Conrvl, ave mutatis mutandis
the same as *hose of the Chitreh Session, The mectings of the
Deacons' Court zre not usually open to the puRlic, or even tn the
rangregasien, but the Deacons’ Courl wiwy heid open maoctings if
they see special cauvse,
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Powers and Functions of the Deacons” Court,

12. The Deacons' Court have the management and charge
of the whole property belonging to the congregation, or held lor
the congregation’s use by the trustees appointed by the General
Assembly. They have also the management and charge of all
the congregation’s secular affairs. They are called io receive the
contributions of the congregation or its members for the objects
sanctioned or allowed by the General Assembly: to make sach
arrangements for the ingathering of these contributions as it is
required to make by the instructions of the Assembly; and to
dispose of the funds raised in accordance with those instructions.
The distribution of all the congregational funds is suhject to the
regulation af th¢ Deacons’ Court, in the exercise of their allowed
discretion, or in ohedience to the Presbytery, Synod, or General
Assembly. The duty of attending to the temporal affairs of poor
persons, connected with the congregation and to the education
of their children, is specially assigned to the Deacons' Court.

The Power to Sue,

14. The Deacons' Court, as the local trustees, in local mat-
ters of the Circuit, pertaining to the property of the Church, shall
always have full power and liberty to prosecute or sue, raise,
and follow forth, whatsoever action, suit, or proceeding, they may
think proper, in whatever court, or courts, of law or justice, {or
the purpose, or with the intent and object, of excluding any
party or parties whuatsoever, from all or any use, possession,
occupation, or enjoyment of the building or place of worship,
or manses, erected or 1o be erected, bought or to be bought,
or acquired or to bc acquired in any way, as said is, or any part
thereof, or gencrally of the subjects hereby disponed, or any
part thercof.

Collectors.

14, A Deacon may, with the Deacons’ Court sanclion, appoint
collectors to assist him where it is necessary, and the Deacons'
Court may appoint collectors who are not Deacons, for districts
or places which have not been placed under Deacons.

Minisier's Support Fund,

15. Each member of the congregation sball contribute not
less than two shillings a quarier towards the support of the
Pastor or Minister, The Deacons’ Court, may, from time to time,
raise the said amount, according to circumstances, in order to
praovide a sufficient support for the Minister. The maoney raised
for the support of the Minister shall be known as the Minister’s
Suppert Fund. Candidates [or membership shall contribute not
less than one shilling a quarter towards the Minister's support.
Adherents shull alsc be encouraged 1o contribute something to-
wards the said support.

No Power of Discipline.

16, The Deacons’ Court have no power to exercise any kind
of spiritual rule, therefore, they have no power of discipline even
over their own members.
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Roll of Court,

17. After each change in the membership of the Deacons'
Clourt, a Revised Roll of the members ought to be recorded in
the minute.

Loecal Trustees,

18. The Deacons’ Court shall be the local trustees to keep
a]l such Church properties that cannot be removed from a con-
gregation since they are in use there; and as such, they have
the power to sue as set forth in Section 13 hereof.

Deacons' Court and Place of Worship.

19. 'The Deacons' Court are not entitled to give the use of
the place of worship or of the other ecclesiastical buildings helong-
ing to the congregation, for any vpurpose whatever, without the
consent of the Minister. They are not entitled to withhold the
use of those buildings for meetings of a strictly religious, ecelesias-
tical, or charitable nature, which have the sanction of the
Minisier. But no one of those buildings can be made use of,
either by the Minister or by any other party, for any meeting
which is not strictly of s religious, ecclesiastical, or charitable
nature, without the consent of the Dencons' Court.

Repair of Buildings.

20, It is the duty of the Deacons’ Court to sece that the

place of worship and other ecclesiastical buildings are kept in

good condition and repair, and to take steps for raising the funds
that are needful for the purpose.

Elder as Deaceon.
1. It iz allgwnable for 2 Ruling Elder to acl as the Dencon
of a district or place when there is no Deacon in the said district
or place.

Sabbath Collections.

22, Both Ruling Elders and Deacons may receive the Sab-
bath collections of the people, accarding to such arrungement as
mav bhe made by the Deacons’ Court.

Minister’s Stipend.

23, It shall be the duty of the Descons' Court, after the
manies from their collectors have all been laid or placed on the
table, to pay first of all, the Minister's stipend, before any of thz
monics can be applied to religious, ecclesiastical, educational, or
benevolent objects. After determining the question of the
Minister's stipend, it s the duty of the Deucons' Court, when
there is necessity. to apply the remainder of the congregational
funds, in Atting proporticns, to religious, ecolesiastical, edvea-
tional, or benevolent obhjects, whenever funds are awvailable, The
remainder of the congregational funds shall he given to the
treasurer of the Deacons’ Court for safe keeping. Each Deacons’
Court shall veport quarterly, in writing, signed hy the Moderainr
and clerk of the Deucons' Court, to the treasurcr of the Preshyrery
of the bounds, as to how the Minister is paid, whether any
deficit or not; the said treasurer of the Presbytery slall lay on
the table of the Presbytery ensuing, the said Deacons' Court's
reports, with any recommendations he deems ne-cssary.
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Minister's ' Allowance.

24. Financial’ allowance shall be made by ecach Deacons’
Court, monthly or quarterly, 1o cover the expenses imourred Ly
the Minister in travelling by train or otherwise discharging the
duties of his office within the circuit, and for cortespondence in
behalf of circuit affairs. The Minister, shall, monthly or quar-
terly, lay or place before the Deacons’ Court all his eupenses
incurred when discharging bis official duties, aund the Teacons’
Court is required to pay all such expenses.

Dissenis.

45, Any member of 8 Deacons’ Court may enter his dissent
{rom any part of their proceedure of which he disapproves. And
his dissent must be dealt with in the same manner, as a simple
dissent is dealt with hy a Church Session.

Petition to Presbhytery.

26, Any member of a congregation ar of the Church Session,
or Deacons’ Court, may petition the Presbytery against the pro-
ceedure of the Deacons' Court on the ground of excess of power
or of disregard to acts of the General Assembly. It is competent
wiso for the Preshytery to find that the Deacons’ Court have cx-
ceeded their power or disregarded the acts of the Assembly, upon
the periodical examination of the record. The Presbytery may in
either of these cases, require the procedure to he altered, or
censure the Deancons' Court, according to the nature of the case.
The Deacons’ Court muoy appeal to the superior courts; so also
may the petilioners against the Deacons' Court's procedure,
when the Presbylery reject their petition.

Annual Production of Becord and Ayditing of Accounts,

27. 1t is required that the Record of the Deacons' Court
with the Treasurer’s account of receipt and expenditure, after
said accounts shall have been duly audited by appointmeni of
the Court, shall be annually exhibited to the Preshytery of the
bounds, for the purpose of being examined and attested by the
Proshytery,

No Power of Regular Complaint or Appeal,

28. 'There is no right of regular appeal or complaint to the
Church Bession or to any of Lthe Superior Church Courts, against
& decision of the Deavons’ Court. Their delerminations are final,
when they keep within their province, and chey the acts of the
General Assembly,

Beadle, Doorkeeper, ctc.

29. It belongs exclusively to the Deacons’ Court to appoint
and dismiss a Beadle or Church Officer, to whom is intrusted the
immediate care of the place of worship; it alse les wilh them
to appoint and dismiss ithe doorkeepers and any other parties
employed in ministering to the comfort of the congregation when
assembled,
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Financial Report oi {he Congregation,

30. ‘The Minisier of the congregation shall, annually give n
filnancial report of the congregation. to a congregational meeting
assembled for this purposse, " called either hy bhim or by the
Deacons' Court. On a fixed day, the congregation being assembled
together, he shall read out the names of the members and their
coniributions to the Minister's stirend and to the Synodical dues.
After this report, the members of the Deacons' Court may make
some remarks encouraging the people to [ulfil their duty towards
the support of the Minister and Synodical dues.

Peculiar Duties of Deacons.
31. The peculiar duties of Deacons are these -

{1} To give special regard to the whole secular afairs of the
congregation:

(2) to attend to the gathering of the people’s contributions

to the genera! fund for the sustentation of the Minister,
and to receive the donations which may be made for
other ecclesiastical purposes;

(3} to attend to the congregational poor, and to watch over
the education of the children of the poor.

The Right of the Deacons' Court.

32. It shall be the duty of the Deacons Court to debar any
deposed or suspended party or parties, or any other party or
parties having no connection with the Church, from the use,
possession, enjoyment and occupation, of Church property. and,
for this purpose, or with the intent and object, of excluding or
preventing the said party or parties. from all or any use, posses-
sion, occupafion, or enjoyment, of Church property, they have
full powers and liberty to raise, prosecule, and follow forth,
whatever action, suit, or proceeding, they may think proper, in
whatever court, or courts of law or justice,

Deacons’ Court Records.

33. 0ld or finished records of the Deacons’ Court shall be
sent to the Presbvtery of the bounds for transmission to the
Custedian.



CHAPTER il
THE PRESBYTERY.

Preliminary Principle.

1. As the Church is divided into many scparate congrega-
tions, these need mutual counsel and assistance, so that, they
may preserve soundness of doctrine, regularity of discipline. and
to enter into common meusures for promoting knowledge and
religion, and for preventing unbelief, error, and immorality. Henee
arise the importance and usefulness of presbyterial and synodicul
assemblies,

Membership,

2. A Presbytery consists of all the ordained Ministers of
congregations, in number not less than three, and onec ruling
elder from each congregation, within a delined district.

Representation in Presbytery.

3. Every congregation, which has a Pastor or Minister, has
a right to be represented by one elder; and every collegiate
Church by two or more elders, in preportion to the number of
its Pastors or Ministers.

Function as to Applications for Assistant Paslors.

4. It lies with the Presbytery within whose jurisdiction a
pastoral charge is situated, to receive, in the first instance, any
representation for the calling of an assistant Pastor to the
Pastor of that charge. Such a representation may be based either
upon the purtial inability of the Pastor 1o discharge, through age
or infirmity, or both; or upon special considerations connected
with the character and circumstances of the charge. It must
proceed {rom the congregation, with conscnt of the Pastor himsell.
Competent evidence must accompany the rtepresentation, wiih
respect Lo the alleged grounds of it. For example, if the ground
be the state of the Pastor’s health and strength, soflicient medieal
testimony mus! be produced. When all the material for judge-
ment in any such case have been [ully set before the Presbyiery,
and parties have been rcgularly heard on the subject st the bar,
the Presbytery arc called upon to give a deliverance with respent
to the suitablencss, practicability, and desireableness of the pro-
posed calling, viewed in connection with the pecuniary and other
arrangements by which the congregation and the Pastor wish (o
have it accompanied. All these arrangements must be taken into
very careful consideration in coming to a judgement.

Assembly's Sanclion Necessary.

5. The Fresbytery cannot give cffect to their own judge-
ment with reference to allowing a congregation the liberty of
calling an assistant to its Pastor; the sanction or approval af
the General Assembly, is necessary to give effect to the judge-
ment of the Presbytery. Therefore, it is needful that representa-
tions and requests {rom the congregation be brought ta the
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to unite or divide congregatinns; to form or receive new con-
gregations, and, in general, to order whatever pertalns to tho
spiritual welfare of the Churches under their care.
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